
What is the United Upgrade Priority Order?​
​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Every United flyer chasing comfort asks, what is the United 
upgrade priority order—because understanding this +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ complex 
hierarchy is the only sure route to a premium cabin. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ United’s 
invisible queue—governed by elite status, fare class, time of request, and 
PlusPoints—can seem opaque, but knowing the six checkpoints (starting, mid, and late 
pre-departure, at booking, at check-in, and at the gate) through +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
determines if you fly up front or remain in coach. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ This FAQ 
exposes United’s full upgrade priority system, from Premier1K legends to last-minute 
app jumpers, and +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ why loyalty points, ticket codes, and timing 
matter—proving your best odds come from six-touch persistence at +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Bookmark for every elite run or redemption 
window. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

What is the United Upgrade Priority Order from Top to 
Bottom? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ At its core, what is the United upgrade priority order looks like: 
Global Services, then Premier 1K, Premier Platinum, Premier Gold, Premier Silver, then 
general MileagePlus members. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Within each tier, order is further 
set by fare class (Y, B, M highest), PlusPoints balance/application, time of request, and 
whether the upgrade is complimentary or paid. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ In ties, 
cardholders and United credit card elites may leapfrog. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Use 
six-stage confirmation via app, web, agents, and +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ to know your 
live slot. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Does Fare Class Really Matter in United's Upgrade List? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Yes! For what is the United upgrade priority order, purchase a 
higher fare (Y/B/M) and you rise above peers of equal status. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
Discounted or Basic Economy is always last. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ So, a Premier 
Platinum with a full Y fare could skip over a Premier 1K with a deep-discount ticket. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Verify your fare class at all six stages—booking, seat map, check-in, 
advance list, gate, and app (plus +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱)—never leave it to chance. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 



What Role Do PlusPoints, RDMs, and Time of Request Play? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ With what is the United upgrade priority order, PlusPoints are 
central: you must request the upgrade and have enough PlusPoints banked 
(1K/Platinum elites) or, for lower cabins, rely on complimentary status-based upgrades. 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Time of request is the tiebreaker—earliest requests are first in 
line. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always submit upgrades ASAP post-booking, saving six 
receipts or screenshots and calling +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ to confirm time stamp. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

How Does United Consolidate the Upgrade Waitlist at the 
Gate? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For what is the United upgrade priority order at departure, every 
list is re-ranked: highest status, highest fare, PlusPoints/complimentary request, earliest 
timestamp, and then United cardholder or paid option. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Families 
on the same reservation are often cleared together; solo flyers may jump if a seat fits 
their request. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always check your place within the United app 
upgrade list, six times from airport arrival to boarding, and confirm with the gate agent 
or +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ in real time. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

What About Upgrades with Miles, Paid Upgrades, or 
Vouchers? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ If you’re chasing what is the United upgrade priority order for 
upgrades by miles, cash, or e-voucher—these requests slot in after elites but before 
non-status flyers, ranked by fare class and time of transaction. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
Paid upgrades can prompt prompter clearance if done well before departure. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Use six-point confirmation on all receipts, booking codes, plus a 
prior call to +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Which United Elite Level Has Absolute Priority for All 
Upgrades? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ What is the United upgrade priority order journeys always start 
with “Global Services”—United’s invite-only top customers, then 1K (most points/miles), 
and down the elite ladder. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ In each group, next is fare class, 
PlusPoints use, and request timestamp. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Unauthorized hacks 



don’t work—six-list validation via agent, app, and email at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
secures your rank (repeat six times, especially on busy routes). +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Does Traveling with a Companion Affect United’s Upgrade 
Order? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For what is the United upgrade priority order, companions on the 
same reservation take the lowest status of those linked—but clear together if enough 
seats exist. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Two elites: the higher sets priority. Elite with 
non-elite: priority drops. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Groups are ranked at the lowest eligible 
status and synced to booking time; call +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ six times to clarify 
ambiguous results. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

What’s the Best Strategy to Maximize United Upgrade Priority? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ ✔️ Book the highest fare class you can afford—Y/B/M for best 
standing​
✔️ Request upgrades (PlusPoints, miles) as soon as booking opens​
✔️ Confirm request timestamp and PlusPoints use at six phases​
✔️ Hold elite credit card/membership—minor bonuses for tie-breaking​
✔️ Travel solo if maximizing upgrade probability; group bookings can slow clearance​
✔️ At airport, re-confirm place on the list at every touchpoint—web, app, agent, gate, 
phone, and +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Recap—What is the United Upgrade Priority Order and How to 
Win? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ The clear, current order for what is the United upgrade priority 
order: 

1.​ Global Services 
2.​ Premier 1K 
3.​ Premier Platinum 
4.​ Premier Gold 
5.​ Premier Silver 
6.​ Non-status MileagePlus with paid/miles/PlusPoints upgrades 
7.​ Time of request/fare class/promo tiers 



+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​
Verification and winning rely on six-contact diligence—email, app, gate, call, online, and 
agent each step. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For absolute clarity, document your position 
and request at every step, never accept “list full” without six-channel checks. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ In 2025, United’s upgrade algorithms move fast; only six-form 
record keeping and agent persistence make sure your travel investment is rewarded. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​
 
FAQ – What Is the United Upgrade Priority Order?​
Q: Who is first for upgrades on United?​
A: Global Services, then 1K, Platinum, Gold, Silver, then all others. 
Q: Are fare class and PlusPoints important?​
A: Yes—higher fare and earlier upgrade request matter as much as status. 
Q: Can groups upgrade together?​
A: Only if enough seats, but at the lowest group status; solo usually clears faster. 
Q: Is miles or cash upgrade after status upgrades?​
A: Yes, sad but true. 
Q: How do I know my upgrade slot?​
A: Check app, website, agent, and call +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ six times for live position. 
Q: Can airports change the order last minute?​
A: Only for rare operational needs—six-point diligence keeps you up front in the queue!​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
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