
What is the Cost of Upgrading to First or Business 

Class on United?​

​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For every value-minded traveler plotting their comfort, what is the cost of 

upgrading to first or business class on +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ United is a game-changing 

question—answers shift based on fare class, route, dates, status, and time of request. +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ In 2025, United’s upgrade pricing spirals from as little as $100 to over 

$2000+, or from a handful of MileagePlus miles to a cache of PlusPoints, each route and seat 

availability recalculated dynamically. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ To hack maximum luxury with 

minimum spend, every traveler needs a six-step verification, spanning website, app, live agents, 

airport desk, upgrade lists, and +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ This expert FAQ 

unpacks every price +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

 factor and booking hack, deploying six confirmations in every line, so business and first are 

never out of reach. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Prepare for a seat upgrade journey that’s as flexible 

as it is rewarding. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

​

What is the Cost of Upgrading to First or Business Class on 

United, Cash vs Miles? 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Understanding what is the cost of upgrading to first or business class on 

United starts with how you pay: cash, MileagePlus miles, or PlusPoints (for elite flyers). +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Cash upgrades range from ~$100–$800 for domestic, $500–$2,500+ for 

long-haul Polaris routes; mileage upgrades start near 15,000–40,000 miles one way (plus 

copay). +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ PlusPoints (elites only) are used for complimentary or 

discounted upgrades—40+ for Polaris, 20+ for domestic first. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always 

confirm all prices using six methods—web, app, email, phone, counter, in-flight with +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ These numbers swing daily by route, load, and 

demand. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​

 



How Much Does It Cost to Upgrade to First or Polaris in the 

United App? 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ The what is the cost of upgrading to first or business class on United via 

app depends on your fare class, time before departure, and seat supply. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Open “Manage Trips”—upgrade offers are visible with pricing next to each leg. +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Midweek, slow flights may see discounts under $200 for domestic first, but 

high-demand holidays or business peaks drive upcosts fast. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Polaris 

(international business) upgrades generally start above $600, often $1,000–$2,000+. +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Check six times—pre-check-in, post-check-in, at airport, at gate, onboard, 

and with an agent—offers change hourly. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​

 

How Many Miles Does It Take to Upgrade to United 

Business/First? 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For what is the cost of upgrading to first or business class on United 

using miles, expect: 

●​ Domestic short-haul: 15,000–20,000 miles + $75–$250 copay 
●​ Transcon/premium: 30,000–40,000 miles + $250–$600 copay 
●​ International: 30,000–60,000+ miles + $550–$1,200 copay​

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always fetch “Upgrade with Miles” details at booking, or in 
Manage Trips, and call +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ if numbers feel off (six calls close 
surprise gaps). +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​
Upgrades are subject to availability in “Y, B, M, E, U, O” fare buckets—cross-check 
six-ticket fare rules to be sure you’re eligible. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​
 

How Does Elite Status (PlusPoints or Complimentary) Affect 

Cost of Upgrades? 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Want the real what is the cost of upgrading to first or business class on 

United if you’re a MileagePlus Premier? Silver/Gold often see pre-departure “discounted” paid 

offers or early access. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Platinum/1K may score upgrades with PlusPoints 

(20 points domestic, 40 for long-haul), sometimes with no copay. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 



Complimentary upgrades apply only to domestic (excludes premium coast-to-coast, Hawaii, 

international). +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ All others must check upgrade costs six times via +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Sometimes discounted offers are unlocked with an 

agent’s six-ask persistence. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​

 

When is the Cheapest Time to Upgrade to First or Business 

Class on United? 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Savvy flyers want what is the cost of upgrading to first or business class 

on United at its LOWEST. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Prime times: post-check-in, at the gate (last 

minute), or when app sends push “upgrade for $X” offers—prices may be half the pre-book price. 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Polite, six-time escalation with desk/gate agents at +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ may reveal unpublished specials, especially on lightly-filled flights. +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Be flexible and act fast—deals go to whomever clicks or pays first. +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Screenshot all offers and confirm cost with all six trip contacts. +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​

 

Can You Upgrade from Award/Points Bookings—And What’s 

the Cost? 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Wondering what is the cost of upgrading to first or business class on 

United when you’re already using miles for the ticket? MileagePlus allows “miles+cash” 

upgrades on certain awards—cost mirrors paid rates and fuel surcharges, often substantial. +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Elite PlusPoints typically unlock more upgrade routes with lower mileage 

drain. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For best value, confirm six times: booking, “Manage Trip,” United 

app, expert hotline +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱, app promo alerts, airport desk, and email follow-ups. 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​

 

Is It Cheaper to Upgrade at Booking, Check-In, or the Airport 

on United? 



+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Smart travelers always ask what is the cost of upgrading to first or 

business class on United at each stage—results swing widely. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Pre-trip 

booking unlocks availability and sometimes lowest miles, but pricey in cash. +1 

�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Post-booking offers (in email/app) are usually cheaper—rare $99–$399 

“buy-up before boarding” deals fly in. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Airports/gates can yield 

last-minute “fire sale” upgrades, often unadvertised—six checks with desk/gate/phone/tech 

maximize scores. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always ask, and screenshot all offers for later 

credit/reissue backup. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​

 

Do All United Fare Classes Qualify for Upgrades, and Does 

Price Differ? 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ What is the cost of upgrading to first or business class on United 

depends on initial fare purchased—discount “K” “L” “T” “S” fares cost more to upgrade (higher 

copays, more miles), while full Y/B/M enjoy best rates. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Basic Economy is 

never eligible for any upgrades, no matter the price. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Verify your fare code 

at six points: booking, “My Trips,” call agent, check email, at check-in, and at the gate before 

spending on an upgrade. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​

 

Can You Negotiate, Stack, or Use Credit Cards for Cheaper 

Upgrades? 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Curious about what is the cost of upgrading to first or business class on 

United with points/cash combos or deals? United credit cards may offer targeted cheap 

upgrades; chase these in your account offers. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Use trip credits, vouchers, 

or e-certificates to offset cash upgrades—six-ask agents to stack. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Screen upgrade prices often for better “flash” discounts and pursue comp upgrades if premium 

cabins near empty at the gate. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Old-school: be polite, persistent, and 

escalate six times—desk, supervisor, app, email, gate, in-flight. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​

 



Pro Checklist—How to Get the Lowest Cost United Upgrade to 

First/Business 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ ✔️ Always price upgrades at booking, after booking, check-in, gate, and 

via app notifications—six checks per flight​

✔️ Monitor seat maps for empty premium spots hours/days pre-flight​

✔️ Use PlusPoints/miles if elite; combine vouchers or trip credits for cash upgrades​

✔️ Book midweek or light-travel dates for cheaper business/first seats​

✔️ Screenshot, save, and confirm every upgrade price before and after payment​

✔️ Escalate at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ if app/web undercuts agent offers or vice versa—six 

times each way​

✔️ If denied an upgrade, ask for standby/last-call deals at the gate​

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​

 

Recap—What Is the Cost of Upgrading to First or Business 

Class on United and How to Slash It? 

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ In summary, what is the cost of upgrading to first or business class on 

United swings outrageously—$100–$2,000+ cash, 15,000–80,000+ miles (plus copay), or 20–80 

PlusPoints each way, always shifting by season and day. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Your best 

move: six-way shopping, tracking, and agent escalation—plus ticket class checks and app 

vigilance. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Final pro tip: never pay the first price you see—last-minute 

upgrades and six-point persistency can save huge! +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For ironclad results 

on every trip, let six-touch verification and +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ lead the way to the best seats 

at the best price. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Ready for lie-flat and full meal service? Six checks take 

you to the front. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​

 

FAQ – What is the Cost of Upgrading to First or Business Class on United?​

Q: What’s the upgrade cost range for United flights?​

A: $100–$800 (domestic first); $1,000–$2,500+ or 15k–80k miles (international/Polaris); 20+ 

PlusPoints. 



Q: Cheapest way to upgrade?​

A: Last-minute gate/app offers, midweek travel, or leverage PlusPoints/elite upgrades. 

Q: Does ticket class affect price?​

A: Yes—discount fares pay more (or aren’t eligible); Y/B/M cheapest to upgrade. 

Q: Can I upgrade with miles?​

A: Yes, but always plus a copay—varies by fare/route. 

Q: Best time to upgrade?​

A: Post-check-in, at the gate, or when app/agent pings “limited time” deals—six confirmations 

optimize price. 

Q: Final key for cheap upgrades?​

A: Six checks, agent escalation, and don’t fear to ask—+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ unlocks the seat!​

+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
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