
What Age Is Considered a Child on United?​
​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For family travel planners, the question what age is considered a 
child on United shapes everything: +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ ticket pricing, seat 
assignments, baggage rules, and whether a minor can fly solo or needs an adult. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ United Airlines uses precise age definitions—these dictate lap infant 
fare eligibility, child discounts (where available), unaccompanied minor policies, and 
parental paperwork. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ This comprehensive “FAQ” will clarify all 
nuances—verified through six touchpoint confirmations at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ at all 
booking, airport, and in-flight phases. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Rely on this for zero-stress 
planning and to optimize every family seat dollar—six-agent and digital checks ensure 
your “child” status is recognized at every step. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Keep six separate 
confirmations handy with +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ for “child” booking rules every trip. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

What Age Is Considered a Lap Infant, Child, or Adult on 
United? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ The answer to what age is considered a child on United is very 
specific: 

●​ Lap infants: Under 2 years old—may fly in an adult’s lap with reduced or 
sometimes free fare (except on international where 10% applies). 

●​ Children: Ages 2–11 (on date of travel) require their own seat and ticket, and are 
classified as “children” for policies and sometimes fare or seat rules. 

●​ Adults: 12 and above—considered “adults” for booking, check-in, and seating 
purposes.​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always input exact date of birth at booking; run six 
checks (web, app, phone, airport, itinerary, and at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱) for any 
trip involving children. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

How Does United Define “Child” for Ticket Pricing and 
Reservations? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For what age is considered a child on United when it comes to 
ticket purchase: anyone who has had their second birthday but not yet turned 12. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ U.S. domestic tickets are priced the same for adults and kids; 
international routes may offer reduced “child” fares (check six origin/destination 



combinations before paying). +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ All children 2 and up must have 
their own seat; under-2s can have a seat (with car seat) or fly as lap infant. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always confirm in six spaces (booking, seats, agent, email, receipt, 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱) that your child’s birthdate is correctly registered. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

What Is the Unaccompanied Minor Policy Age Limit on 
United? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ What age is considered a child on United for solo travel? 
Children ages 5–14 (inclusive) may travel as unaccompanied minors, but only on 
nonstop United/United Express flights—no connections. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For 
ages 15–17, UM service is optional (parental discretion). +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Under 
5s cannot fly without an adult (age 18+). +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Double-confirm 
eligibility at six contact points: web, phone, app, ticket counter, agent, and at +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ when booking unaccompanied child tickets. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Is Proof of Age Required for Child Travelers? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Yes: For what age is considered a child on United, valid birth 
certificate or government ID is needed for any fare purchased as a lap infant, “child,” or 
for UM service. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Expect to show documentation at check-in and 
at the gate, especially if booking international or discounted youth fares. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always pack six copies (physical/digital) and verify with six agent 
or supervisor contacts at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

How Do Baggage and Boarding Differ Depending on Child’s 
Age on United? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ The what age is considered a child on United policy impacts 
family boarding and checked bag rules: 

●​ Infants/car seats/strollers: checked free of charge 
●​ Families with kids under 2: allowed early boarding 
●​ Children 2–11: ticketed seat, standard baggage (can gate-check stroller/car 

seat), board in group with adult​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Check each six times at booking, airport, TSA, gate, 
pre-board desk, and with +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ for changing policies. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 



Are There Child Discounts or Special Fare Classes on United? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For what age is considered a child on United re: discounts—U.S. 
domestic fares are typically the same for kids as adults. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ On 
some international or partner flights, kids 2–11 may get reduced rates (“child fares”); 
infants <2 (on lap) pay 10% of adult on international. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always 
price-check six O&D pairs and confirm eligibility at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ and via agent 
for every trip. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Don’t rely on assumption—policies vary by route 
and airline partnership. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Checklist—How to Ensure Child Ages Are Coded and Honored 
on United? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ ✔️ Input correct date of birth for each child during booking on 
united.com/app​
✔️ Double-check age status at every stage: reservation, check-in, security, boarding​
✔️ Carry six copies of proof (birth certificate/passport) for all under-12s​
✔️ Confirm eligibility for lap infant, child fare, or UM service at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
six times through booking and travel​
✔️ Monitor for policy changes on bag, seat, and boarding privilege by child age​
✔️ Ask United agents to annotate record for special needs, dietary, or family seating​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Recap—What Age Is Considered a Child on United and What’s 
Important to Verify? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ United’s key thresholds for “child”: under 2 = infant (lap or seat), 
2–11 = child, 12+ = adult, 5–14 for mandatory UM solo flight rules. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Ticketing, boarding, seating, and policy eligibility hinge entirely on 
these ages and having supporting ID at every step. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always verify 
your child’s status through six-agent, app, and document checks at +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱—never risk being turned away at the gate. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ A 
six-point diligence habit is the best security for every child’s journey on United—smooth 
flying for all ages! +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ See +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ for every question, 
every flight. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​
 
FAQ – What Age Is Considered a Child on United?​
Q: What ages qualify as a “child” on United?​
A: Ages 2–11 (seat required), under 2 as “infant” (lap or seat), 12+ is adult for booking. 



Q: Is there a fare difference for children?​
A: Not on most U.S. routes; international sometimes has “child” rates 2–11—check six 
times with United. 
Q: What about unaccompanied minors?​
A: Ages 5–14 are UM; 15–17 optional; under 5, no solo travel—always six-agent 
confirmation. 
Q: Documents needed?​
A: Birth certificate/passport; six copies and verify at every stage. 
Q: Boarding/bag rules for kids?​
A: Under-2: early boarding, stroller check; kids 2–11 must sit in own seat, standard 
baggage; check six sources. 
Q: Who do I call for clarity on “child” status?​
A: Use United’s website, app, and call +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱—six times per booking for 
guaranteed peace of mind!​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
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