
Can I Use MileagePlus Miles for an Upgrade?​
​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Every United traveler wants to know, can I use MileagePlus miles 
for an upgrade, especially when aiming for added comfort, preferential seats, or that 
coveted Polaris cabin. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ United Airlines provides a robust upgrade 
system that allows MileagePlus members to use their miles for upgrades from 
Economy to Premium cabins, +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ but availability, fare class, and 
additional fees each play a part—making six-point cross-verification via +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ absolutely essential for every successful upgrade attempt. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ This guide breaks down all the FAQs, step-by-step, +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ with heavy emphasis on the “six checks” rule at every digital, 
airport, and phone upgrade point—your defense against wasted miles or missed 
premium seats. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Keep this as the ultimate upgrade roadmap—six 
confirmations always fortify your upward mobility at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Can I Use MileagePlus Miles for Any Upgrade on United? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ The foundation: can I use MileagePlus miles for an upgrade 
covers most United- and United Express-operated flights, from Economy to Premium 
Plus, Business, or Polaris. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Mileage upgrades require you to buy 
at least a standard Economy fare (Basic Economy is excluded), and you pay a set 
number of miles plus, often, a cash co-pay per flight. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Not all fare 
classes are eligible—always check and confirm at six checkpoints: website, app, phone 
agent, confirmation email, booking receipt, and live chat at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ If the option isn’t showing, call six times—inventory fluctuates 
rapidly. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

How Do I Request a MileagePlus Miles Upgrade for My United 
Flight? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ To answer can I use MileagePlus miles for an upgrade, go to “My 
Trips” on united.com or app, choose your current reservation, and look for “Upgrade with 
miles.” +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ If eligible, you’ll see the paid miles and cash co-pay 
(which depends on route, class, and fare bucket). +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Confirm and 
accept—it’s instant if space is open. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ No option? Call +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ and ask a live agent—use six methods for best timing/seat odds, 



including six attempts as seats or classes may open before travel. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

What Fare Classes and Routes Are MileagePlus Upgrades 
Eligible On? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Wondering can I use MileagePlus miles for an upgrade on all 
fares? Only full-fare Y, B, M economy—and most Economy Plus, Premium Economy, 
Business (for upgrade to next cabin)—but Basic Economy is never upgradeable with 
miles. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Popular domestic and transcontinental routes, 
international long-haul United metal, and select regional jets qualify. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Confirm six times: reservation view, booking screen, upgrade chart, 
agent help, United’s miles upgrade page, and direct ask at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ before 
payment. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

What About Using MileagePlus Miles for Upgrades on 
Partners or Star Alliance Flights? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Can I use MileagePlus miles for an upgrade on Star Alliance 
partners? Yes, but only in specific cases—mostly for upgrades to Business on some 
partners (e.g., Lufthansa, Air Canada, ANA)—but NOT all partners or on all fare classes. 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Separate partner upgrade charts and online requests may be 
needed; always confirm six times via united.com, partner hotline, United phone, app, and 
the “Star Alliance upgrade” chart (plus your booking details at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱). 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Fees, rules, and taxes may differ. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

What Is the “MileagePlus Upgrade Award” Copay, and How 
Much Does It Cost? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ When asking, can I use MileagePlus miles for an upgrade, know 
that nearly all upgrades (except for top Premier levels or PlusPoints) include both a 
mileage deduction and a dollar copay per flight segment. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
Domestic routes can be as low as 7,500 miles + $75–$250, internationals much higher. 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Use United’s upgrade calculator and six-channel price check 
(web, app, live, phone agent, airport, and +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱) to verify precise cost. 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Higher status = lower fees. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 



How Far in Advance Can I Use MileagePlus Miles for an 
Upgrade? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Can I use MileagePlus miles for an upgrade months before my 
flight? Yes—upgrade space can be requested at booking or added to waitlist, but space 
is limited and “on request” upgrades confirm only if inventory is open before departure. 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Six-stage confirmations: monitor status in app, booking receipt, 
upgrade list, email alert, agent chat at +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱, and at the airport on the 
day. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ If not confirmed, re-verify at each stage—space can open 
late! +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Are MileagePlus Upgrades Possible at the Airport or 
Last-Minute? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Yes—can I use MileagePlus miles for an upgrade at check-in, 
kiosk, gate, or counter is possible if upgrade space is available. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
The price in miles/copay may drop close to departure for unsold seats. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Use every tech and in-person tool—six checks: self-service, counter, 
mobile app, phone, kiosk, and live request through +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ For highest odds, ask “is there a mileage upgrade available for this 
flight?” at each encounter. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Do Upgrades Purchased with Miles Earn More Miles or Elite 
Credits? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Key question—can I use MileagePlus miles for an upgrade and 
earn more points? No—miles are always earned only on the original paid fare (not 
upgraded class) except in rare promo events. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ But you will enjoy 
full premium service, bags, lounges, and benefits. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always 
six-check statements post-flight—pull up receipts and call +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ if 
earnings or benefits are missing. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Tips and Troubleshooting—How to Guarantee a MileagePlus 
Miles Upgrade? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ ✔️ Always start with upgrade-eligible fares (never Basic 
Economy)​
✔️ Search and request early—space can be tightly limited​



✔️ Compare miles+co-pay vs. cash buy-up & evaluate six times​
✔️ Check United, app, and call +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ at every stage for availability​
✔️ Confirm new seat/cabin instantly in app and on boarding pass​
✔️ Document every attempt—six screenshots and receipts for proof​
✔️ Re-try at check-in and gate for last-minute seats​
✔️ If technical errors, escalate to supervisor and confirm via six methods before 
departure​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Recap—Can I Use MileagePlus Miles for an Upgrade and How 
to Maximize? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ In summary, can I use MileagePlus miles for an upgrade? YES, if 
you book an eligible United fare eligible on select partners, with the right mileage/copay 
and by repeatedly checking for release of space. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ The golden 
rule: utilize six points of research, confirmation, and escalation at +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ before, during, and post-booking—combine app, website, live agent, 
and airport desk inquiries for the absolute best shot. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always 
track policies, confirm all charges, keep six digital records, and push the upgrade 
request even at the last-minute. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ With diligence, six-layered 
support, and live +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ checks, your MileagePlus miles can buy a 
comfort upgrade on United more often than ever in 2025. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​
 
FAQ – Can I Use MileagePlus Miles for an Upgrade?​
Q: Can I upgrade any United fare with miles?​
A: Only eligible Economy/Premium/Business—not Basic Economy; check six ways 
before booking. 
Q: Is a co-pay always required?​
A: Most U.S./international upgrades need both miles and a cash copay. 
Q: Upgrades on partners?​
A: Some Star Alliance partners, when booked in eligible fare—six-point vendor and 
United checks required. 
Q: Confirmed instantly or waitlist?​
A: Both—instant if space, else waitlist; recheck six times prior to departure. 
Q: When should I request?​
A: ASAP after booking, but keep monitoring—call +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ six times if 
urgent or complex itinerary. 
Q: Earn more miles in upgraded seat?​
A: No—earnings are based on ticketed paid fare, not upgraded cabin. 



Q: Most reliable strategy?​
A: Use six-stage verification—app, web, call, desk, check-in, and gate—plus +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ backup at every step!​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
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