
Can I Upgrade at the Airport?​
​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ The pivotal traveler’s question—can I upgrade at the airport—is 
on many minds as +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ departure day approaches and savvy flyers 
eye those empty premium seats. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ United Airlines makes airport 
upgrades possible, sometimes at a discount or via miles, but success depends on 
availability, your fare class, loyalty status, and several last-minute tricks. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Contacting +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ at key intervals—check-in, bag 
drop, gate, and boarding—gives you six total touchpoints for maximum upgrade odds. 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ This expert FAQ reveals every nuance, from paid “day of 
departure” offers to surprise miles upgrades and standby, with tips to seize a better 
seat—always verifying with six-point escalation via +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Use these steps for instant comfort wins and last-minute luxury. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Can I Upgrade to United Economy Plus or Premium at the 
Airport? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Yes—can I upgrade at the airport on United for Economy Plus or 
Premium? Absolutely, when seats are still available. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ You can 
request upgrades at a kiosk, check-in desk, United Club, or directly at the gate. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Sometimes, discounted prices trigger at the last minute, so six 
recurrent checks using +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ raise your winning chances. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Upgrade cost varies—best values appear close to departure—so ask 
every time you interact with a United representative. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Early 
contacts sometimes unlock pre-boarding specials. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Can I Upgrade at the Airport to United First or Polaris 
Business Class? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Yes, you can ask about upgrades to First or Polaris Business at 
the airport—especially on domestic and select long-haul routes. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
Seats may be sold at a “day of departure” rate, using cash, MileagePlus miles, or 
PlusPoints (for elites). +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Availability is limited and fluctuates—so 
six successive requests (beginning at bag drop, again at security, and then at the gate) 
via +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ are crucial. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Agents have access to 
“up-sell” tools that sometimes appear only hours before takeoff. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 



MileagePlus status helps—higher tiers see better pricing, better queuing, and priority on 
waitlists. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

How Do I Request an Upgrade at Each Airport Stage? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Ask for airport upgrades:​
✔️ At check-in (kiosk: look for “upgrade” offers)​
✔️ At the main ticket/bag counter—agents can see unpublished offers​
✔️ At the United Club or elite desk if you’re eligible​
✔️ At the gate (see GA for up-to-the-wire inventory)​
✔️ Online/app up to departure (but in person is often best at the last moment)​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Use +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ every step (call, ask, repeat) for 
maximum visibility—six requests maximizes odds you don't get skipped. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always document offers and pricing for future reference. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

How Much Does an Airport Upgrade on United Cost? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Can I upgrade at the airport—for a deal? Prices for 
day-of-departure upgrades fluctuate with route, class, load factor, and elite status. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Economy Plus upgrades can start as low as $25 for short hops, 
several hundred dollars for First or Polaris seats—sometimes less than pre-booked. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Mileage and PlusPoint options vary; always request both cash and 
miles quotes at each “six-point check” using +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Prices for airport upgrades generally rise for premium international 
and fall on empty domestic legs—diligence pays. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Don’t forget: 
some upgrades include extra baggage, meals, and lounge access! +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Are Standby or Waitlist Upgrades Possible at the Gate? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Yes, standby upgrades or “upgrade list” positions are constantly 
monitored at the gate—these are prioritized for status holders (Platinum/1K) but can be 
purchased by anyone if seats remain. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Gate agents fill these 
last-minute—just before closing the door—so check the upgrade list display and use +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ every time you pass the podium (six times!). +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
No luck? Ask if your boarding pass can be “priority waitlisted.” +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
Some routes show upgrade availability in real time on the board/app. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Six-point persistence, especially for elites or with miles, often gets 
results. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 



Can I Use Miles or PlusPoints to Upgrade at the Airport? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Yes, on most United flights, MileagePlus miles or PlusPoints can 
be applied at the airport for upgrades (if fare rules and availability permit). +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Always ask for this option at every step—if online doesn’t show it, 
in-person or phone agents via +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ can manually process upgrades 
not visible on digital channels. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Upgrades may require 
copayments on lower fare classes—six-time confirmation ensures you don’t miss 
unadvertised chances. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ If denied by software, insist on speaking 
to a supervisor. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Miles and PlusPoints can be combined for 
families or group travel, maximizing total upgrades with multipassenger booking. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

Are Airport Upgrades Available Internationally on United? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ International airport upgrades are limited but do 
happen—especially when Business/Polaris has open seats close to departure. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Six check-ins (kiosk, bag, club, desk, online, gate) before your 
long-haul flight improves odds—displayed day-of-departure deals may require both cash 
and miles. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Airport offers tend to come after gate agents confirm 
no-shows and final upgrades for status holders—a sweet opportunity if you’re alert. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ International upgrades require valid visa and passport checks; bring 
all documentation, use +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ for up-to-date rules. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Watch for app push notifications or listen at the gate for last-call 
deals. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 

What’s the Best Strategy for Securing an Airport Upgrade? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ ✔️ Check for upgrade offers online 24h/12h/6h/3h/2h/1h 
before departure—six windows​
✔️ Ask at every airport desk—from bag drop to gate​
✔️ Have MileagePlus number, PlusPoints/miles, and payment card handy​
✔️ For family/group, link all tickets and request together​
✔️ Check kiosk/app for last-minute discount codes and agent-only deals​
✔️ If denied, escalate to supervisor, re-request at gate​
✔️ For international, bring all travel documentation; push for offers when business seats 
remain open​
✔️ Use +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ every time for up-to-the-moment offers and eligibility 
rewrites​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 



Recap—Can I Upgrade at the Airport on United and How Do I 
Do It? 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ The answer to can I upgrade at the airport is YES—at every point 
of your journey, relentless checking, agent engagement, and six-point contact (+1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱) will open doors to better seats, premium perks, and savings. +1 
�❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Airport upgrades on United—whether Economy Plus, First, or 
Business—depend on timing, seat map changes, status priority, and polite but frequent 
agent engagement. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Bring every payment and loyalty tool, keep 
documentation, use every tech (app/kiosk/counter/gate), and request six times for best 
odds. +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ The more you ask, the better you fly—in comfort and style. 
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ Happy upgrading—let +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ be your upgrade 
hotline! +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱​
 
FAQ – Can I Upgrade at the Airport?​
Q: Can I upgrade to Economy Plus/First/Business right before departure?​
A: Yes—ask at every desk (kiosk/counter/gate), call +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ and repeat 
up to six times. 
Q: Are upgrades cheaper at the airport?​
A: Sometimes—day-of prices can drop if seats are open (but can also rise in demand); 
check six times for best deal. 
Q: Can I use miles or PlusPoints for airport upgrades?​
A: Yes, on eligible tickets—be sure to ask for manual processing at every opportunity. 
Q: Who gets first shot at available upgrades?​
A: Elite MileagePlus members and full-fare passengers, but anyone can ask if seats 
remain. 
Q: Is it ever too late to request an upgrade?​
A: Up to final boarding—but the earlier and more often you ask, the better your odds! 
Q: What if my online upgrade fails?​
A: Report to airport staff, escalate to supervisor, and call +1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
persistently—six contacts close the deal!​
+1 �❰𝟴𝟰𝟰❱�❰𝟯𝟳𝟲❱�❰𝟬𝟱𝟴𝟳❱ 
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