
 
 
 

 

YOUTH COMMISSION 
AGENDA 

 

Wednesday, November 12, 2014 
7:00 P.M. 

 

Operations Service Center – 3333 Busch Road 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 Roll Call 
 
 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
1. Approve regular meeting minutes of October 8, 2014 
 
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
2. Introductions/Awards/Recognitions/Presentations 

 
3. Public Comment from the audience regarding items not listed on the agenda.  Speakers are 

encouraged to limit comments to 3 minutes. 
 
 
MATTERS BEFORE THE COMMISSION 
If necessary to assure completion of the following items, the Chairperson may establish time limits 
for the presentations by individual speakers. 
 
4. Approve Youth Funding Criteria for FY 2015/2016 Community Grant Program 
 
5. Selection of One (1) Commissioner to Serve on a Cost Recovery and Pricing Plan Committee 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS  

 
 
COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
6. Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Committee  

7. Ptownlife Web Team Sub Committee 

8. Youth in Government Day Sub Committee  

9. Public Policy Sub Committee 

10. Ptownlife Resource Network 

11. Alviso Adobe Task Force 
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12. Community Grant Program Review Sub Committee 

13. Brief reports on any meetings, conferences, and/or seminars attended by the Commission 

members.  

 
COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
14. Community Services Update 

 
15. Library Liaison Update 
 
16. Police Liaison Update 

 
17. Pleasanton Unified School District Update 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
NEXT MEETING: December 10, 2014 

 
 
 
 

Notice 
 

Under Government Code §54957.5, any writings/documents regarding an open session item on this agenda provided to a 
majority of the Commission after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the Community 
Services Department, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton. 
 

Accessible Public Meetings 

The City of Pleasanton will provide special assistance for citizens with disabilities to participate in public meetings upon 
advance notice.  If you need an auxiliary hearing aid or sign language assistance at least two working days advanced 
notice is necessary.  Please contact the Community Services Department, PO Box 520, Pleasanton, CA 94566 or (925) 
931-5340.  
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Youth 
Commission Minutes 

 
 

 

 

Operations Service Center – 3333 Busch Road, Pleasanton, CA 
October 8, 2014 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chairperson Meghna Sinha 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Russell Ambrosiewicz, Louisa DuBose, Saira Grewal, Ardin Lo, Neha 

Nirkondar, Avni Patel, Jonathan Pearce, Alex Rigl, and Chairperson 
Meghna Sinha.  

 
Commissioners Absent: Elise Allari, Kimberly Chew, and Lori Franklin. 
 
Staff Present: Samu Tiumalu, Recreation Supervisor; Teresa Parham, Teen 

Librarian; Jeff Bretzing, Police Liaison;  Larissa Seto, Assistant City 
Attorney, and Edith Caponigro, Recording Secretary. 

 
Guest: Nicole Steward, Pleasanton Unified School District. 
 
AGENDA AMENDMENT 
 
Mr. Tiumalu suggested delaying Item 3 until later in the meeting because the Assistant City 
Attorney had been delayed. 
 
MINUTES 
 

1. Approve Workshop Summary Notes of August 27, 2014 

A motion was made by Commissioner Lo, seconded by Commissioner Ambrosiewicz, to 
approve the Summary Notes from the August 27, 2014 meeting.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 

2.  Approve regular meeting minutes of September 10, 2014 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Ambrosiewicz, seconded by Commissioner Lo, to  
approve the minutes from the September 10, 2014 meeting.  The motion was approved  
unanimously.  Commissioner Pearce abstained. 
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
3. Introductions/Awards/Recognitions/Presentations 

 California Open Meeting Laws (The Brown Act) Applicable to Youth 
Commission 
 

Delayed till later in the meeting. 
 

 Pleasanton Community Farm Project – Bob Brown (4H Club) – Bob & Karyn 
Brown 

 
Mr. Brown reviewed with Commissioners a PowerPoint presentation on the Pleasanton 
Community Farm Project.  He noted that the project’s vision is to create a site where 4-H and 
Future Farmers of America (FFA) and community members will be able to breed and raise 
animals such as steer, goats, and sheep and be involved in horticultural activities.  The goal also 
includes being able to build a facility for youth meetings and events, creating educational and 
developmental opportunities for youth, and strengthen the historical agricultural heritage links.  
Commissioners were advised the proposed location for the farm being 17-acres on the SW side 
of the Bernal property, noting that this property is zoned for horticulture and livestock. 
 
An historical overview of the project was provided by Mr. Brown.  He advised that in the early 
2000’s a citizen task force developed a preliminary land use plan for the Bernal property and a 
community farm was ranked #1.  In May 2006 City Council approved the Bernal Property Phase 
II Specific Plan and in November 2006 Pleasanton voters approved Measure P.  During 2010-
2011 Abbie 4-H formed a committee and conducted research on community farm facilities in 
other areas.   In 2012 and 2013 the Pleasanton Youth Commission recommended Community 
Grant Funding for this project, and during 2013-2014 the Preliminary Conceptual Designs for the 
project were completed.  Mr. Brown noted that design elements for this project have been taken 
from the Youth Master Plan. 
 
Mr. Brown reviewed with Commissioners the Preliminary Conceptual Designs that include 
paddocks for large animals, a meeting facility, horticulture area, orchards, greenhouses, etc.  He 
advised that potential partner organizations for the project include Sunflower Hill and Boy 
Scouts, and his group is exploring the creation of special purpose non-profit entity.  The 
Commission was also informed that the purpose of providing presentations to Commissions and 
City Council is to provide education about the project and increase awareness and solicit 
feedback. 
 
Mr. Brown provided Commissioner Grewal information about the educational aspect of having 
animals at this site and providing youth a location at which they can raise the animals. He 
discussed the connection with Alameda County Fair and struggles youth encounter finding 
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locations to raise their animals.  Additionally, Mr. Brown provided information about field trips to 
the site that can be had by students.  
 
Commissioner Lo questioned whether other outdoor activities would be available for youth at this 
location.  Mr. Brown advised that the plan is to expand the facility to include Boy Scout camping 
events, baking/canning projects, robotics, archery, etc. 
 
Commissioner Ambrosiewicz was advised that horses and horse riding would not be at the site, 
because of insurance issues, but it is likely a horse project could be included. 
 
Mr. Brown provided information about ideas being considered for funding and generating 
revenue for the project.  He advised Commissioner Nirkondar that details have not yet been 
worked out on whether employees or volunteers will oversee the facility. 
 
Commissioner Rigl was advised that this should not be considered an ‘attraction’ facility, but 
rather a place where youth can participate in projects and events.  Commissioner Lo was 
advised that approximately 100+ 4-H youth each year would use the facilities. 
 
Mr. Brown advised Commissioner Ambrosiewicz that volunteer opportunities for youth would be 
available, as well as opportunities for youth to view animal activities. 
 
Commissioner Nirkondar discussed the possibility of space be rented to members of the 
community for them to grow plants and farm.  Mr. Brown advised that consideration will be given 
to making plots available for people to grow their own vegetables, etc. 
 
Mr. Brown advised the Commission that the Bernal property site has been dedicated for 
agricultural use.  He noted that a concern was raised by another Commission regarding the 
proximity to residences and noise from the animals, but the aim is to have a sustainable farm 
within the community.  Mr. Brown thanked the Commission for their thoughts and comments. 
 

 California Open Meeting Laws (The Brown Act) Applicable to Youth 
Commission 

 
Assistant City Attorney, Larissa Seto, provided Commissioners with an overview of California 
laws known as the Brown Act or Open Meeting Laws that are required to be followed at 
meetings open to the public. 
 
Commissioner Pearce discussed an agenda issue that had occurred at a previous meeting.  Ms. 
Seto explained the laws and rules and why they are required.  She commented on the 
importance of not discussing matters outside of a public meeting, and noted that items should 
not be discussed by Commissioners via email. 
 
Mr. Tiumalu discussed with Ms. Seto possible penalties that could be incurred for violating the 
Brown Act. 
    
4. Public Comment from the audience regarding items not listed on the agenda 
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There were none. 
 
MATTERS BEFORE THE COMMISSION 
 
There were none. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were none. 
 
COMMISSION REPORTS 
 

5.    Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Committee – no report. 

6.   Ptownlife Web Team Subcommittee – no report. 

7. Youth in Government Day Subcommittee – no report. 

8. Public Policy Subcommittee – discussed a Tobacco Ordinance for the City of 
Pleasanton and the surveys. 

9. Ptownlife Resource Network – no report. 

10. Alviso Adobe Task Force – no report. 

11. Community Grant Program Review Subcommittee – no report. 

12. Brief reports on any meetings, conferences, and/or seminars attended by the 
Commission members – Commissioner Ambrosiewicz provided information about his 
attendance at the Mayor’s Dinner 

COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
There were none. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
13. Community Services Update 
 
Mr. Tiumalu provided information on: 
 

a. Ethics training to be provided in the City Council Chambers.   
b. Staff is looking for volunteers to help with the Job Faire scheduled for 1:00-4:00 p.m. on 

March 4, 2015. 
c. A Social event at the Gingerbread Preschool. 
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10. Library Liaison Update 
 
Ms. Parham provided information on: 
 

a. A ‘getting to know people’ experiment that has been taking place at the library for the past 
month.  

b. The smooth transition that has taken place with afterschool kids at the library. 
c. The successful book sale that raised over $17K that will go back into items and events for 

the library. 
 
15. Police Liaison Update 
 
No report. 
 
16. Pleasanton Unified School District Update 
 
Ms. Steward provided information on: 
 

a. Updating of the school district website. 
b. School district wants to do more outreach.  She asked Commissioners for their thoughts. 

 
Commissioner Lo asked about the proposed new school schedule.  Ms. Steward advised that 
the School Board voted to change the school calendar beginning August 11, 2015.  A letter will 
be sent out during the next month.  Summer break will be reduced to eight (8) weeks, and a one 
(1) week break being added in October and another week at another time. 
 
Commissioner Ambrosiewicz was advised by Ms. Steward that some Substitute Teachers will be 
getting permanent teaching positions. 
 
Ms. Steward advised that she would bring the new school calendar to the next meeting so the 
Commission can discuss changes.  Core testing was also discussed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 
8:12 p.m. 
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Operations Service Center – 3333 Busch Road, Pleasanton, CA 
October 8, 2014 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chairperson Meghna Sinha 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Russell Ambrosiewicz, Louisa DuBose, Saira Grewal, Ardin Lo, Neha 

Nirkondar, Avni Patel, Jonathan Pearce, Alex Rigl, and Chairperson 
Meghna Sinha.  

 
Commissioners Absent: Elise Allari, Kimberly Chew, and Lori Franklin. 
 
Staff Present: Samu Tiumalu, Recreation Supervisor; Teresa Parham, Teen 

Librarian; Jeff Bretzing, Police Liaison;  Larissa Seto, Assistant City 
Attorney, and Edith Caponigro, Recording Secretary. 

 
Guest: Nicole Steward, Pleasanton Unified School District. 
 
AGENDA AMENDMENT 
 
Mr. Tiumalu suggested delaying Item 3 until later in the meeting because the Assistant City 
Attorney had been delayed. 
 
MINUTES 
 

1. Approve Workshop Summary Notes of August 27, 2014 

A motion was made by Commissioner Lo, seconded by Commissioner Ambrosiewicz, to 
approve the Summary Notes from the August 27, 2014 meeting.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 

2.  Approve regular meeting minutes of September 10, 2014 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Ambrosiewicz, seconded by Commissioner Lo, to  
approve the minutes from the September 10, 2014 meeting.  The motion was approved  
unanimously.  Commissioner Pearce abstained. 
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
3. Introductions/Awards/Recognitions/Presentations 

 California Open Meeting Laws (The Brown Act) Applicable to Youth 
Commission 
 

Delayed till later in the meeting. 
 

 Pleasanton Community Farm Project – Bob Brown (4H Club) – Bob & Karyn 
Brown 

 
Mr. Brown reviewed with Commissioners a PowerPoint presentation on the Pleasanton 
Community Farm Project.  He noted that the project’s vision is to create a site where 4-H and 
Future Farmers of America (FFA) and community members will be able to breed and raise 
animals such as steer, goats, and sheep and be involved in horticultural activities.  The goal also 
includes being able to build a facility for youth meetings and events, creating educational and 
developmental opportunities for youth, and strengthen the historical agricultural heritage links.  
Commissioners were advised the proposed location for the farm being 17-acres on the SW side 
of the Bernal property, noting that this property is zoned for horticulture and livestock. 
 
An historical overview of the project was provided by Mr. Brown.  He advised that in the early 
2000’s a citizen task force developed a preliminary land use plan for the Bernal property and a 
community farm was ranked #1.  In May 2006 City Council approved the Bernal Property Phase 
II Specific Plan and in November 2006 Pleasanton voters approved Measure P.  During 2010-
2011 Abbie 4-H formed a committee and conducted research on community farm facilities in 
other areas.   In 2012 and 2013 the Pleasanton Youth Commission recommended Community 
Grant Funding for this project, and during 2013-2014 the Preliminary Conceptual Designs for the 
project were completed.  Mr. Brown noted that design elements for this project have been taken 
from the Youth Master Plan. 
 
Mr. Brown reviewed with Commissioners the Preliminary Conceptual Designs that include 
paddocks for large animals, a meeting facility, horticulture area, orchards, greenhouses, etc.  He 
advised that potential partner organizations for the project include Sunflower Hill and Boy 
Scouts, and his group is exploring the creation of special purpose non-profit entity.  The 
Commission was also informed that the purpose of providing presentations to Commissions and 
City Council is to provide education about the project and increase awareness and solicit 
feedback. 
 
Mr. Brown provided Commissioner Grewal information about the educational aspect of having 
animals at this site and providing youth a location at which they can raise the animals. He 
discussed the connection with Alameda County Fair and struggles youth encounter finding 
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locations to raise their animals.  Additionally, Mr. Brown provided information about field trips to 
the site that can be had by students.  
 
Commissioner Lo questioned whether other outdoor activities would be available for youth at this 
location.  Mr. Brown advised that the plan is to expand the facility to include Boy Scout camping 
events, baking/canning projects, robotics, archery, etc. 
 
Commissioner Ambrosiewicz was advised that horses and horse riding would not be at the site, 
because of insurance issues, but it is likely a horse project could be included. 
 
Mr. Brown provided information about ideas being considered for funding and generating 
revenue for the project.  He advised Commissioner Nirkondar that details have not yet been 
worked out on whether employees or volunteers will oversee the facility. 
 
Commissioner Rigl was advised that this should not be considered an ‘attraction’ facility, but 
rather a place where youth can participate in projects and events.  Commissioner Lo was 
advised that approximately 100+ 4-H youth each year would use the facilities. 
 
Mr. Brown advised Commissioner Ambrosiewicz that volunteer opportunities for youth would be 
available, as well as opportunities for youth to view animal activities. 
 
Commissioner Nirkondar discussed the possibility of space be rented to members of the 
community for them to grow plants and farm.  Mr. Brown advised that consideration will be given 
to making plots available for people to grow their own vegetables, etc. 
 
Mr. Brown advised the Commission that the Bernal property site has been dedicated for 
agricultural use.  He noted that a concern was raised by another Commission regarding the 
proximity to residences and noise from the animals, but the aim is to have a sustainable farm 
within the community.  Mr. Brown thanked the Commission for their thoughts and comments. 
 

 California Open Meeting Laws (The Brown Act) Applicable to Youth 
Commission 

 
Assistant City Attorney, Larissa Seto, provided Commissioners with an overview of California 
laws known as the Brown Act or Open Meeting Laws that are required to be followed at 
meetings open to the public. 
 
Commissioner Pearce discussed an agenda issue that had occurred at a previous meeting.  Ms. 
Seto explained the laws and rules and why they are required.  She commented on the 
importance of not discussing matters outside of a public meeting, and noted that items should 
not be discussed by Commissioners via email. 
 
Mr. Tiumalu discussed with Ms. Seto possible penalties that could be incurred for violating the 
Brown Act. 
    
4. Public Comment from the audience regarding items not listed on the agenda 
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There were none. 
 
MATTERS BEFORE THE COMMISSION 
 
There were none. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were none. 
 
COMMISSION REPORTS 
 

5.    Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Committee – no report. 

6.   Ptownlife Web Team Subcommittee – no report. 

7. Youth in Government Day Subcommittee – no report. 

8. Public Policy Subcommittee – discussed a Tobacco Ordinance for the City of 
Pleasanton and the surveys. 

9. Ptownlife Resource Network – no report. 

10. Alviso Adobe Task Force – no report. 

11. Community Grant Program Review Subcommittee – no report. 

12. Brief reports on any meetings, conferences, and/or seminars attended by the 
Commission members – Commissioner Ambrosiewicz provided information about his 
attendance at the Mayor’s Dinner 

COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
There were none. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
13. Community Services Update 
 
Mr. Tiumalu provided information on: 
 

a. Ethics training to be provided in the City Council Chambers.   
b. Staff is looking for volunteers to help with the Job Faire scheduled for 1:00-4:00 p.m. on 

March 4, 2015. 
c. A Social event at the Gingerbread Preschool. 
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10. Library Liaison Update 
 
Ms. Parham provided information on: 
 

a. A ‘getting to know people’ experiment that has been taking place at the library for the past 
month.  

b. The smooth transition that has taken place with afterschool kids at the library. 
c. The successful book sale that raised over $17K that will go back into items and events for 

the library. 
 
15. Police Liaison Update 
 
No report. 
 
16. Pleasanton Unified School District Update 
 
Ms. Steward provided information on: 
 

a. Updating of the school district website. 
b. School district wants to do more outreach.  She asked Commissioners for their thoughts. 

 
Commissioner Lo asked about the proposed new school schedule.  Ms. Steward advised that 
the School Board voted to change the school calendar beginning August 11, 2015.  A letter will 
be sent out during the next month.  Summer break will be reduced to eight (8) weeks, and a one 
(1) week break being added in October and another week at another time. 
 
Commissioner Ambrosiewicz was advised by Ms. Steward that some Substitute Teachers will be 
getting permanent teaching positions. 
 
Ms. Steward advised that she would bring the new school calendar to the next meeting so the 
Commission can discuss changes.  Core testing was also discussed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 
8:12 p.m. 
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Item 4 

 

 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVE YOUTH FUNDING CRITERIA FOR FY 2015-16 COMMUNITY 

GRANT PROGRAM 
 

 
 
SUMMARY 
Each year, the Youth Commission reviews the previous year’s funding criteria for the Youth 
Category of the Community Grant Program to better judge and allocate funds for qualifying 
applicants.  The Youth Commission is requested to discuss, identify, and adopt the criteria that it 
will use to make allocations for the FY 2015-16 grant cycle. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Youth Commission review the existing funding criteria for the Youth 
Category and discuss any alternatives/modifications that it wishes to consider, and adopt 
funding criteria for the FY 2015-16 grant cycle. 
 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Total available FY 2015-16 funding for the Youth Category is $50,454.31. 
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BACKGROUND 
The funding criteria adopted by the Commission for the FY 2014-15 Grant cycle is listed below: 
 

 For all Grant Applicants there is no minimum funding request amount per application.  
The maximum funding request amount per application is $7,500. Since this is a 
competitive funding process, there is no guarantee that every applicant will receive 
funding.  There is also no guarantee that the amount an agency has requested will be the 
amount granted. 

 

 In evaluating applications for this category, the Youth Commission will consider programs 
designed to encourage and promote services that benefit the Pleasanton youth 
community. Applicants should include within their application information on how the 
project will meet the “goals and strategies” outlined in the Youth Master Plan and how 
they will accomplish these goals. 
 

The funding criteria along with the introduction of ZoomGrants, an online grant application 
program will be presented at the Grant Workshops on December 2 and 9.  The workshops will 
be hosted by the cities of Dublin, Livermore and Pleasanton taking place on December 2, at 
10:00am in the Livermore City Council Chambers and on December 9, at 2:00pm in the 
Pleasanton City Council Chambers.  Each city will present its respective grant programs and an 
introduction of ZoomGrants will also be covered. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTION 
Any other action as determined by the Youth Commission. 
 
 
Submitted by, 

 
 
 

Mike Patrick 
Management Analyst 
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SUBJECT: SELECTION OF ONE (1) COMMISSIONER TO SERVE ON A COST 

RECOVERY AND PRICING PLAN COMMITTEE 
 
 

 
SUMMARY 
In 1992, the City Council adopted the “Fee Policy”, that was established to assist all of 
the City departments in determining how any specific fee should be established, to help 
assure equitable treatment of all citizens and to structure the maintenance of fees at a 
current cost level.  The Fee Policy also established categories of services for which the 
City desires to collect such fees and upon which the level of cost recovery is 
determined.   
 
Since that time, there have been many changes regarding facilities, programs and their 
related fees and charges.  As a result, the Department is recommending that a 
committee comprised of representatives from the Department’s four (4) commissions 
and City staff review the City’s Fee Policy, draft a cost recovery and pricing plan, and 
forward their recommendations to the Parks and Recreation Commission for their 
review and consideration.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Commission designate one (1) member to serve on the Cost 
Recovery and Pricing Plan Committee 
 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
There is no financial impact as a result of the Committee’s formation.  
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BACKGROUND 
In 1992, the City Council adopted the “Fee Policy”, that was established to assist all of 
the City departments in determining how any specific fee should be established, to help 
assure equitable treatment of all citizens and to structure the maintenance of fees at a 
current cost level.  The Fee Policy also established categories of services for which the 
City desires to collect such fees and upon which the level of cost recovery is 
determined.   
 
Since that time, there have been many changes regarding facilities, programs and their 
related fees and charges.   For that reason, the Parks and Recreation Commission 
requested that the City Council consider adding the Department’s review of the City’s 
Fee Policy in their annual work plan.  In 2013, the City Council adopted their current 
Work Plan which included the Department’s review of the Fee Policy, as well as any 
recommendations that better define the program and facility fees, and their respective 
subsidy levels.   
 
As a result, the Department is recommending that a committee comprised of 
representatives from the Department’s four (4) commissions and City staff review the 
City’s Fee Policy, draft a cost recovery and pricing plan, and forward their 
recommendations to the Parks and Recreation Commission for their review and 
consideration.  It is the intent that the Plan will be used as a mechanism for allocating 
the use of public funds, creating a financially sustainable approach for recreational 
programs and facilities, while ensuring affordable access.  
 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTION 
Any other action as determined by the Youth Commission. 
 
 
Submitted by, 

 
Susan Andrade-Wax 
Director of Community Services 
 
 
 
Attachments: 

1. Resolution No. 92-99 Resolution Adopting City of Pleasanton Fee Policy 
(May 19, 1992) 

2. Exhibit 1 of Resolution No. 92-99 – City of Pleasanton Fee Policy (May 1992) 
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