
 
 
 

YOUTH COMMISSION 
AGENDA 

 

Wednesday, October 8, 2014 
7:00 P.M. 

 

Operations Service Center – 3333 Busch Road 

 
 
 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 Roll Call 
 
 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
1. Approve Workshop Summary minutes of August 27, 2014 

2. Approve regular meeting minutes of September 10, 2014. 

 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
3. Introductions/Awards/Recognitions/Presentations 

 California Open Meeting Laws (The Brown Act) Applicable to Youth Commission 

 Pleasanton Community Farm Project – Bob Brown (4H Club) 

4. Public Comment from the audience regarding items not listed on the agenda.  Speakers are 
encouraged to limit comments to 3 minutes. 

 
 
MATTERS BEFORE THE COMMISSION 
If necessary to assure completion of the following items, the Chairperson may establish time limits 
for the presentations by individual speakers. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 
COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
5. Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Committee 

6. Ptownlife Web Team Sub Committee 

7. Youth In Government Day Sub Committee 

8. Public Policy Sub Committee 
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9. Ptownlife Resource Network 

10. Alviso Adobe Task Force 

11. Community Grant Program Review Sub Committee 

12. Brief reports on any meetings, conferences, and/or seminars attended by the Commission 

members.  

COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
13. Community Services Update 
 
14. Library Liaison Update 
 
15. Police Liaison Update 

 
16. Pleasanton Unified School District Update 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Notice 
 

Under Government Code §54957.5, any writings/documents regarding an open session item on this agenda provided to a 
majority of the Commission after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the Community 
Services Department, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton. 
 

Accessible Public Meetings 

The City of Pleasanton will provide special assistance for citizens with disabilities to participate in public meetings upon 
advance notice.  If you need an auxiliary hearing aid or sign language assistance at least two working days advanced 
notice is necessary.  Please contact the Community Services Department, PO Box 520, Pleasanton, CA 94566 or (925) 
931-5340.  
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Youth 
Commission 

Orientation Meeting 
Summary Notes 

 
 

 
 

Civic Center – 157 Main Street, Pleasanton, CA 
August 27, 2014 – 6:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:38 p.m. by Samu Tiumalu 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Russell Ambrosiewicz, Jonathan Pearce, Ardin Lo, Louisa DuBose, 

Avni Patel, Alex Rigl, Lori Franklin, and Kimberly Chew.  (Saira 
Grewal arrived at 6:47 p.m.) 

 
Commissioners Absent: Elise Allari, Neha Nirkondar and Meghna Sinha 
 
Staff Present: Samu Tiumalu, Recreation Supervisor; David Weisberger, 

Recreation Coordinator; Teresa Parham, Teen Librarian; and Edith 
Caponigro, Recording Secretary. 

 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS 
 
None. 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Commissioners introduced themselves and advised of their school and grade.  Staff members 
also introduced themselves. 
 
REVIEW OF COMMISSION HANDBOOK 
 
Mr. Tiumalu reviewed the Commission Handbook with Commissions, with focus and attention 
being paid to:  
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Page 17 – Maintenance of Membership 
Page 20 – Code of Conduct 
Page 22 – Responsibility of Commissioners 
 
REVIEW OF YOUTH MASTER PLAN 
 
Mr. Weisberger discussed the Plan Development Process and planning that had been taken for 
putting together the Youth Master Plan and the framework and adoption of the Master Plan.  He 
discussed goals and strategies of the Plan and provided details of the Ptownlife website and 
other programs involving the Youth Commission.  A PowerPoint presentation was provided. 
 
REVIEW OF THE CITY GRANT PROCESS   
 
Mr. Tiumalu provided information about the grant fund process and agency applications that will 
be received and reviewed by the Commission. 
 
REVIEW OF THE YOUTH COMMISSION WORK PLAN 
 
Reviewed by Mr. Tiumalu with Commissioners. 
 
REVIEW OF SUBCOMMITTEES 
 
Mr. Tiumalu noted that at the September 2014 meeting, Commissioners would be asked to 
consider becoming a representative on one of various Youth Commission Committees that 
include:  Youth in Government Day, Community Grant Review Sub-Committee, and Alviso 
Adobe Task Force. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS  
 
Commissioners discussed with staff the times and location for meetings.   
 
Commissioner Ambrosiewicz asked about the results of the Tobacco Survey and was advised 
by Ms. Parham that not enough data had been collected at the current time and staff would be 
discussing this at the September meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, a motion and seconded was made to adjourn the meeting at 
7:10 p.m. 
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Youth 
Commission Minutes 

 
 

 

 

Operations Service Center – 3333 Busch Road, Pleasanton, CA 
September 10, 2014 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Chairperson Meghna Sinha 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Elise Allari, Russell Ambrosiewicz, Kimberly Chew, Louisa DuBose, 

Lori Franklin, Saira Grewal, Ardin Lo, Avni Patel, Alex Rigl, and 
Chairperson Meghna Sinha.  

 
Commissioners Absent: Neha Nirkondar and Jonathan Pearce 
 
Staff Present: Samu Tiumalu, Recreation Supervisor; Michele Crose, Community 

Services Manager; Michael Patrick, Management Analyst; Teresa 
Parham, Teen Librarian; Jeff Bretzing, Police Lieutenant, David 
Batoy, Police Officer; and Edith Caponigro, Recording Secretary. 

 
AGENDA AMENDMENT 
 
It was agreed to review item 9 before item 4, to better inform the Commission on correct 
procedures for approving/passing motions. 
 
MINUTES 
 
1.  Approve regular meeting minutes of May 14, 2014 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Grewal, seconded by Commissioner Franklin, to approve 
the minutes from the May 14, 2014 meeting as corrected.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
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2. Introductions/Awards/Recognitions/Presentations 
 
Police Lieutenant Bretzing introduced Commissioners to Police Officer David Batoy advising that 
he will be the liaison for the Police Department on the Tobacco Ordinance Amendment with 
which the Commission has been participating by collecting surveys.  He advised that this 
Amendment will help the City of Pleasanton move forward with decisions regarding tobacco use.  
Officer Batoy indicated he was happy to be working with the Youth Commission on such an 
important issue and was available anytime Commissioners had questions or concerns.   
 
3. Public Comment from the audience regarding items not listed on the agenda 
 
There were none. 
 
MATTERS BEFORE THE COMMISSION 
 
9. Memo from City Manager to Commissioners RE: Brown Act Amendment Applicable 

to Commissions (Senate Bill 751, Amendment of Govt. Code 54953) 
 
A memo from City Manager, Nelson Fiahlo, indicating changes to the voting process on motions,  
was reviewed.  Recording Secretary Caponigro reviewed the procedures with the Commission 
and provided an instruction sheet to the Chairperson. 
 
4. Selection of one (1) Youth Commissioner to Serve on the Alviso Adobe Task Force 
 
Ms. Crose advised that the City of Pleasanton is embarking on the process of developing a plan 
to discuss and review the short- and long-term needs of the Alviso Adobe Community Park.  She 
advised that many within the community are unaware of this park and facility and the programs 
the City provides there.  The Commission was advised that with the formation of an Alviso 
Adobe Task Force, the City is looking to address if a need exists for the City to modify its 
existing approach to programming at this facility, and to determine whether there is a need for 
making modest capital improvements or enhanced operational resources within the City’s 
existing financial constraints. 
 
To commence the process of looking at the needs, Ms. Crose advised that City Council on July 
15, 2014 approved the formation of a nine (9) member Alviso Adobe Task Force that would 
provide adequate public participation and guidance during the study. This Task Force is to be 
formed with one (1) member each from the Parks and Recreation, Civic Arts, and Youth 
Commissions, one (1) member from the Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Committee, one (1) 
representative each from Friends of the Alviso Adobe, Pleasanton Unified School District, and 
Museum on Main, and two (2) Community Members-at-Large representatives (one to be from a 
neighborhood adjacent to the Alviso Adobe).  
 
Ms. Crose informed the Commission that staff was looking for the Youth Commission to 
designate one (1) member and an Alternate to serve on the Alviso Adobe Task Force to discuss 
future uses and programming for the facility.  The Task Force will hold three meeting on the 
following dates and times: 
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October 22, 2014 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
February 10, 2015 from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., and 
March 19, 2015 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 
Commissioner Patel indicated she would be willing to represent the Youth Commission on the 
Alviso Adobe Task Force, and Commissioner DuBose indicated she would be the Alternate. 
 
Chairperson Sinha asked Ms. Crose to provide additional information about the Alviso Adobe.  
Ms. Crose provided information about facility and park uses and programs, and the history of 
buildings, etc. 
 
A motion was made by Chairperson Sinha, seconded by Commissioner Chew, to nominate and 
select Commissioner Patel as the Youth Commission representative to the Alviso Adobe Task 
Force, with Commissioner DuBose to serve as an Alternate. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Commissioners Allari, Ambrosiewicz, Chew, DuBose, Grewal, Franklin, Lo, Patel, 

Rigl, and Chairperson Sinha. 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Commissioners Nirkondar and Pearce. 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
5. Review of Fiscal Year (FY) 2013/14 Community Grant Final Performance Reports 
 
Mr. Patrick advised that in accordance with the FY 2013/14 Community Grant and Contract 
Service Agreements, the agencies that received funding are required to submit Mid-term and 
Final Performance reports.  He noted that of the ten agencies that had received funding for this 
period, five have expended all of the grant funds allocated, four have completed their projects 
but did not expend all of the funding allocated, and one agency had received funding from 
another source and have returned its entire grant funding.  Additionally, Mr. Patrick advised the 
Commission that two of the agencies had not submitted the required Final Performance Report 
by the July 22, 2014 deadline. 
 
In reviewing the report with members of the Commission, Mr. Patrick advised that funds not 
expended for FY 2013/14, a total of $10,454.10, would be carried over the next funding cycle. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Ambrosiewicz, seconded by Commissioner Lo, to accept 
the FY 2013/14 Pleasanton Community Grant Final Performance Reports as provided. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Commissioners Allari, Ambrosiewicz, Chew, DuBose, Grewal, Franklin, Lo, Patel, 

Rigl, and Chairperson Sinha. 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Commissioners Nirkondar and Pearce. 
ABSTAIN: None 
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6.    Selection of Youth Commission Representatives to the Community Grant Program 
Review Subcommittee 

 
Mr. Patrick advised that since revision of the Community Grant Program in September 2012, the 
Youth Commission has expressed interest in reviewing and modifying the program.  Since this 
program falls under the jurisdiction of the Youth and Civic Arts Commissions, any changes to the 
Program need to be mutually agreed upon by each Commission. 
 
It was noted by Mr. Patrick that staff is requesting three (3) representatives from the Youth 
Commission work with three (3) representatives from the Civic Arts Commission to review the 
Community Grant Program and discuss and make recommendations in readiness for the 2015-
16 Grant Cycle.  Staff believes that this can be accomplished by holding one (1) meeting of all 
representatives on a suggested date of October 15, 2015 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., with each 
Commission reviewing and approving recommendations at their November meetings. 
 
Commissioners Rigl, Allari and Chairperson Sinha volunteered to represent the Youth 
Commission on the Community Grant Program Review Subcommittee. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Ambrosiewicz, seconded by Commissioner Franklin, to 
nominate and select Commissioners Rigl, Allari and Chairperson Sinha to represent the Youth 
Commission on the Community Grant Program Review Subcommittee and attend an October 
15, 2014 meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. to discuss and make recommendations to 
consider for the 2015-16 Grant Cycle. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Commissioners Allari, Ambrosiewicz, Chew, DuBose, Grewal, Franklin, Lo, Patel, 

Rigl, and Chairperson Sinha. 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Commissioners Nirkondar and Pearce. 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
7.    Review and Selection of Committee and Meeting Assignments 
 
Mr. Tiumalu reviewed with Commissioners a list of the various Committees, Subcommittees and 
Projects for which Commission representatives are required, and asked Commissioners to 
consider volunteering to for such.  After reviewing the list the following representatives were 
designated: 
 
Bicycle, Pedestrian. And Trails Committee - Commissioner Lo 
PTownlife Web Team Subcommittee  - Commissioners Ambrosiewicz & Patel 
Youth in Government Day Subcommittee - Commissioners Grewal & Allari 
Public Policy Subcommittee   - Commissioners Sinha & DuBose 
Ptownlife Resource Network   - Commissioner Chew 
Alviso Adobe Task Force    -  Commissioners Patel & DuBose 
Community Grant Program Review Subcomm. - Commissioners Sinha, Rigl & Franklin 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Chew, seconded by Commissioner Ambrosiewicz, to 
accept the following appointment of representatives to Committee assignments and projects: 
 
Bicycle, Pedestrian. And Trails Committee - Commissioner Lo 
PTownlife Web Team Subcommittee  - Commissioners Ambrosiewicz & Patel 
Youth in Government Day Subcommittee - Commissioners Grewal & Allari 
Public Policy Subcommittee   - Commissioners Sinha & DuBose 
Ptownlife Resource Network   - Commissioner Chew 
Alviso Adobe Task Force    -  Commissioners Patel & DuBose 
Community Grant Program Review Subcomm. - Commissioners Sinha, Rigl & Franklin 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Commissioners Allari, Ambrosiewicz, Chew, DuBose, Grewal, Franklin, Lo, Patel, 

Rigl, and Chairperson Sinha. 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Commissioners Nirkondar and Pearce. 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
8.     Review Commission Meeting Schedule for 2014/2015 
 
 Mr. Tiumalu reviewed with Commissioners the meeting schedule for FY 2014/15.  He noted that 
the March 11, 2015 meeting would begin at 6:00 p.m. to allow extra time for reviewing City 
Grand Funding applications. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
9.    Memo from City Manager to Commissioners RE: Brown Act Amendment Applicable 

to Commissions (Senate Bill 751, Amendment of Govt. Code 54953) 
 
Reviewed earlier in the meeting 
 
COMMISSION REPORTS 
 

10.    Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Committee – Commissioner Franklin noted that the 
Committee had selected a representative to the Alviso Adobe Task Force, discussed 
aspects of: 1) the National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) Urban 
Bikeway Guide Elements; 2) 3-d Direction Signage for the Arroyo Mocho Trail; 3) 
Roadway Improvements near the East Dublin/Pleasanton BART Station; and 4) Grand-
opening of a segment of the Iron Horse Trail. 

11.   Ptownlife Web Team Subcommittee – no report. 

12. Youth in Government Day Subcommittee – no report. 

13. Public Policy Subcommittee – no report. 
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14. Ptownlife Resource Network – no report. 

15. Alviso Adobe Task Force – no report. 

16. Community Grant Program Review Subcommittee – no report. 

17. Brief reports on any meetings, conferences, and/or seminars attended by the 
Commission members – Commissioner Grewal provided information about the 
Leadership and Training Program she had attended.  Ms. Parham added information 
about the program. 

COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
There were none. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
9. Community Services Update 
 
Mr. Tiumalu provided information on: 
 

a. The Mayor’s Dinner- those who had been on the Commission the previous year, and 
wished to attend the dinner should notify staff of their intent. 

b. The Job Faire scheduled for 1:00-4:00 p.m. on March 4, 2015 at the Dublin Senior 
Center. 

c. Brown Act training to be provided at the October meeting. 
 

10. Library Liaison Update 
 
Ms. Parham provided information on: 
 

a. The number of youth participating in activities and programs at the library now that school 
has restarted. 

b. Her recent work as a Community Resources member and how she had enjoyed working 
with the young children at Gingerbread Preschool and teens at the recent Teen Happy 
Hour at Lions Wayside Park. 

c. The Library Book Sale that will be at the end of September.  She encouraged members of 
the Commissioner to stop and buy, advising that resources from the sale will be used by 
the library to provide additional resources, etc. 

 
11. Police Liaison Update 
 
Lt. Bretzing advised that he and members of the Police Department are available if the 
Commission has questions.  He suggested Commissioners follow the Police Department on their 
social media sites and learn about programs the Police Department is putting together, 
 



 

Youth Commission Minutes 

September 10, 2014 

Page 7 

Chairperson Sinha discussed the recent tobacco survey with Lt. Bretzing.  He provided 
information about the work being done by a Police Department Branding Committee, and 
advised that data collected from the survey will be reviewed and a report put together. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 
7:48 p.m. 
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