
 
 
 

YOUTH COMMISSION 
AGENDA 

 
Wednesday, April 9, 2014 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Operation Service Center, 3333 Busch Road- 
Pleasanton 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

• Pledge of Allegiance 
• Roll Call 
 
 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
1. Approve regular meeting minutes of March 12, 2014. 
 
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
2. Introductions/Awards/Recognitions/Presentations 
 
3. Public Comment from the audience regarding items not listed on the agenda.  Speakers are 

encouraged to limit comments to 3 minutes. 
 
 
MATTERS BEFORE THE COMMISSION 
If necessary to assure completion of the following items, the Chairperson may establish time limits 
for the presentations by individual speakers. 
 
4. Parent Education Series Review and Advise for 2014-15 
 
5. Project Teen Friendly Status Update 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS  
 
 
COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
6. Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Committee 
 
7. Brief reports on any meetings, conferences, and/or seminars attended by the Commission 

members.  
 
 
COMMISSION COMMENTS 
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STAFF COMMENTS 
 
8. Community Services Update 
 
9. Library Liaison Update 
 
10. Police Liaison Update 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Notice 
 

Under Government Code §54957.5, any writings/documents regarding an open session item on this agenda provided to a 
majority of the Commission after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the Community 
Services Department, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton. 
 

Accessible Public Meetings 

The City of Pleasanton will provide special assistance for citizens with disabilities to participate in public meetings upon 
advance notice.  If you need an auxiliary hearing aid or sign language assistance at least two working days advanced 
notice is necessary.  Please contact the Community Services Department, PO Box 520, Pleasanton, CA 94566 or (925) 
931-5340.  
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Youth 
Commission Minutes 

 
 

 
 

Operations Service Center – 3333 Busch Road, Pleasanton, CA 
March 12, 2014 - 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Vice Chairperson Katie Olmo. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
Roll Call 
Commissioners Present: Russell Ambrosiewicz, Lori Franklin, Diane Hadley, Neha Nirkondar, 

Jonathan Pearce, Meghna Sinha, Taylor Sowers, Erica Utikal, and 
Vice Chairperson Katie Olmo. 

 (Michael Liamos arrived at 7:06 p.m.) 
 
Commissioners Absent: Saira Grewal, Yandi Wu, and Chairperson Kaitlyn Mallie 
 
Staff Present: Becky Hopkins, Recreation Supervisor; Michael Patrick, 

Management Analyst; Teresa Parham, Teen Librarian; and Edith 
Caponigro, Recording Secretary. 

 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS 
 
There were none. 
 
MINUTES 
 
1.  Approve regular meeting minutes of February 12, 2014 

A motion was made by Commissioner Sinha, seconded by Commissioner Nirkondar, to approve 
the minutes from the February 12, 2014 meeting as corrected.  The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
2. Introductions/Awards/Recognitions/Presentations 
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There were none. 
 
3. Public Comment from the audience regarding items not listed on the agenda 
 
There were none. 
 
MATTERS BEFORE THE COMMISSION 
 
4.    Recommendation to Allocate Community Grant Funds for Fiscal Year 2014/15 
 
Ms. Hopkins reviewed with Commissioners the Community Grant Funding process, advising that 
a total of eleven (11) applications for funding had been received in the Youth Category.  She 
recommended Commissioners listen to agency presentations and ask questions of presenters 
as necessary.  Then the Commission would review the eleven applications and discuss funding 
allocations. After agreeing on funding allocations the Commission would forward the 
recommendations to City Council for final review and consideration.  Ms. Hopkins suggested the 
Commission also recommend to City Council that any unallocated funds for the Youth Category 
of the Community Grant Program be carried over for Fiscal Year 2015/16. 
 
Commissioners were advised by Ms. Hopkins that funding of $40,000 was allocated in the Youth 
Category for FY 2014/15, and that an amount of $7,877 in unspent funds from the FY 2013/14 
Youth Category was also available, making a total of $48,877 funds available for FY 2014/15.  
The Commission was informed that the unspent funds had been returned by Axis Community 
Health because they had been able to obtain funds from another source for a program the 
Commission had recommended for funding in FY 2013/14. 
 
Vice Chairperson Olmo opened the meeting for agency presentations. 
 
Valerie Jonas, Axis Community Health – Assessment of At-Risk-Teens for Substance Abuse – 
Ms. Jonas thanked the Commission for past support of Axis programs.  She advised that funding 
is being sought to enable Axis to purchase a software program entitled Adolescent Substance 
Abuse Subtle Screening Inventory-A2. This program will allow them to better understand 
substance abuse by using the screening tool to ask a series of questions that will help them 
determine the probability of a substance abuse disorder in adolescents, those between 12 to 18 
years of age.  She advised that Axis is the only agency in the Tri-Valley area that provides this 
type of service. 
 
Commissioner Hadley questioned what could be done with this type of electronic testing that is 
not already being done. 
 
Joe Zawg, Cantabella Children’s Choir – The 2015 Tri-Valley Children’s Choral Festival –  
Mr. Zawg advised that funding would allow Cantabella to fund three separate choirs and host its 
first children’s and youth choral festival in Spring 2015.  Cantabella anticipates six school and 
community choirs, a total of 350 youth, will participate in a day-long event of workshops, choral 
learning, singing, etc., and events that will offer cultural enrichment. 
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Arthur Baringue / Catherine Ndungu-Case, Livermore Valley Performing Arts – Arts in Schools 
with Cheza Nami Foundation –  
Ms. Ndungu-Case entertained the Commission by playing various instruments.  Mr. Baringue 
provided the Commission with answers to some questions that had been raised regarding the 
organization’s grant application: 

• The Commission’s Criteria – the Arts in the Schools project will be a collaborative effort of 
two arts organizations – Cheza Nami Foundation and LVPAC, and will engage a wide 
range of participants from schools. 

• Need in Pleasanton for specific funding request – there is a need for schools to provide 
additional educational enrichment in the arts, especially cultural performing arts, but 
limited budgets do not allow for such.  The Arts in the Schools programs offers students 
free educational enrichment opportunities through unique, interactive, on-site cultural 
performing arts assemblies. 

• Define the proposed clients/participants – In conjunction with teacher curriculums and 
state academic standards Pleasanton students will receive educational enrichment in 
cultural performing arts and gain knowledge in areas of social studies, history, and 
performing arts. 

• Number of Pleasanton residents to be served (non-duplicative) – it is hoped that 
approximately 4,000 students will benefit from this program. 

• Past organizational challenges and how you addressed them – difficulties working with 
school schedules and partnering with them is most difficult. 

• Success or impact of past funding – No prior funding has been requested by this 
organization.   

 
Vice Chairperson Olmo asked about the funding request this organization had presented 
recently to the Pleasanton Civic Arts Commission.  Mr. Baringue advised that receiving funding 
from both the Youth and Civic Arts Commissions would allow their organization to reach all of 
the 4,000 students indicated in their application. 
 
Chris Cutter / Charlene Sigman, School of Imagination – Preschool Autism Screening-  
Mr. Cutter and Ms. Sigman advised that funding would allow for children to be screened for 
autism at CAPE, Inc. (Head Start) schools.  They advised that School of Imagination employees 
will work with CAPE to screen current students for autism symptoms, with the goal of providing 
CAPE, Inc. teams the skills and tools needed to work with children with developmental 
delays/skills associated with autism.  Mr. Cutter advised that by observing classrooms and 
collaborating with teachers they will implement strategies that will help improve the academic 
success of the children. 
 
Commissioner Nirkondar asked about CAPE, Inc. sites and whether this program would be 
provided at Pleasanton locations or in the Dublin facility. 
 
Christine Dillman, Tri-Valley Haven – Anti-Bullying Project & Teen Dating Violence Project –  
Ms. Dillman advised that Tri-Valley Haven is seeking funding to allow them to continue providing 
classroom anti-bullying programs for students in middle and high schools.  Through this 
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Community Education program they hope to empower and change teen behavior and combat 
the problem of bullying.  Staff from Tri-Valley Haven will serve as allies for teens who are 
struggling with bullying related issues.  It is estimated that 300 Pleasanton students will be 
served by this program.   
 
Commissioners were provided information about the funding request for the Tri-Valley Haven 
Teen Dating Violence Project.  They were advised that often students are uncomfortable talking 
to teachers and counselors about problems, while Tri-Valley Haven staff is able to bring a 
different perspective to difficult situations.  Funding will allow the agency to provide classroom 
programs for approximately 300 middle and high school students. 
 
Kenny Altenberg, Tri-Valley YMCA – Providing Opportunities for Kids with Special Needs / 
Social-Emotional Learning in Pre-K & Summer Day Camp Programs / Youth & Government – 
Model United Nations –  
Mr. Altenberg noted that approximately 80% of Tri-Valley YMCA programs are provided in 
Pleasanton and YMCA representatives are always observing the community to determine 
program needs.  Funding requested will be used to expand services that require higher staffing 
ratios and more support to families.  The Kids with Special Needs grant will be used for salaries 
and benefits to hire professionals to work with special needs children at camp.  Funding for the 
Summer Day Camp Programs will be used to pay for the Pre-Kindergarten Second Step 
curriculum and a Pre-K coordinator to implement the program.  Approximately 300 children will 
benefit from the Kids with Special Needs program and 320 children will be helped through the 
Summer Day Camp program. 
 
Mr. Altenberg provided information about the Tri-Valley YMCA’s United Nations program that is 
part of a statewide leadership program for students in middle school.  He advised that students 
from all over California come together and discuss internal issues, cultures, etc. 
 
Commissioner Sinha confirmed that funds would be used for staff salaries and benefits, and 
Commissioner Hadley discussed with Mr. Altenberg the difference between the Youth & 
Government program and similar programs provided in schools. 
 
Linda Spencer, Valley Children’s Museum – Mission Experience Field Trip –  
Ms. Spencer advised that Valley Children’s Museum is seeking funding to help them provide 
hands-on activity field trips through the mobile museum for teachers whose classes are studying 
California Mission curriculum. This program will be made available to fourth grade classes and 
home school, and charter school students.   
 
Donnamarie Fuller, Child Care Links – Youth Education and Services –  
Ms. Fuller provided information about the services Child Care Links provides that includes 
finding child care for families, providing information that helps families pay for child care, etc.  
She advised that funding would allow Child Care Links to provide training and education to 
parents, and allow them to provide car restraints/boosters and fitting/installation information to 
the community. 
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Vice Chairperson Olmo closed the meeting for agency presentations and a 10-minute 
break was requested.  The meeting resumed at 8:15 p.m. 
 
After reviewing and discussing all of the Community Grant Fund Applications for Fiscal Year 
2014/15 in the Youth Category, Commissioners agreed on the following funding 
recommendations and a motion was made. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Liamos, seconded by Commissioner Hadley, to approve 
and forward the following funding allocations to City Council for their review and consideration: 
 
$  4,117.00 Axis Community Health – Assessment of At-Risk-Teens for Substance Abuse 
$  1,700.00 Cantabella Children’s Chorus – The 2015 Tri-Valley Children’s Choral Festival 
$  5,950.00 Child Care Links – Youth Education Services 
$  3,850.00 Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center – Arts in Schools w/Cheza Nami Found. 
$  5,000.00 School of Imagination – Preschool Autism Screening 
$  5,550.00 Tri-Valley Haven – Anti-Bullying Project 
$  5,580.00 Tri-Valley Haven – Teen Dating Violence Project 
$  6,890.00 Tri-Valley YMCA – Providing Opportunities for Kids with Special Needs 
$  6,200.00 Tri-Valley YMCA – Social-emotional Learning in Pre-K & Summer Day Camp. 
$  1,600.00 Tri-Valley YMCA – Youth & Government – Model United Nations 
$  1,440.00 Valley Children’s Museum – Mission Experience Field Trip    
$47,877.00 Total Funding 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Commissioners Ambrosiewicz, Franklin, Hadley, Liamos, Nirkondar, Pearce, 

Sinha, Sowers, Utikal, and Vice Chairperson Olmo. 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Commissioners Grewal, Wu, and Chairperson Mallie. 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
5. There were none. 
 
COMMISSION REPORTS 
 

a. Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Committee – No report. 

b. Cultural Arts Master Plan Steering Committee  -  No report. 

c. Parks and Recreation Master Plan Steering Committee  -  Commissioner Pearce 
advised that the Parks and Recreation Master Plan has been finalized 

d. Youth in Government Day Committee  -  Commissioner Nirkondar provided a report on 
the Youth in Government Day event at which 60 students participated.  She advised that 
during the program attendees divided in six groups for discussions and later provided a 
presentation on things they felt would be beneficial if implemented into the community.  
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There was a consensus that what is needed in Pleasanton is a place where kids can go 
for unstructured activities 

e. Teen Job Fair Committee – Vice Chairperson Olmo provided a report on the Teen Job 
Fair advising that 473 students had attended with approximately 50% of them being from 
Pleasanton.  Separate workshops were held for teens and parents.  Youth advisory 
groups from the different cities met together.  A presentation was given on volunteering in 
the community.  The Senior Center was filled to capacity with vendors looking to hire 
teens. 

COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
There were none. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
8. Community Services Update 
 
Ms. Hopkins noted: 

• That she needed to collect the completed Tobacco Surveys.  She will email participants to 
determine where they are in the process. 

• Commissioners wishing to continue as a member of the Youth Commission must apply 
for reappointment and applications are due by March 24, 2014. 

• The Parent-Ed Series is continuing.  Fifty-nine parents attended the last sessions at 
which Commissioner Ambrosiewicz was the announcer.   
 

9. Library Liaison Update 
 
Ms. Parham noted: 

• Advised she is participating in the City of Pleasanton’s Talent-Exchange program and will 
be working for 3-months at Gingerbread Preschool. 

• The library book sale will soon be taking place and Commissioners were encouraged to 
consider volunteering to help. 

 
10. Police Liaison Update 
 
No report. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 
9:05 p.m. 
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SUBJECT: PARENT EDUCATION SERIES REVIEW AND ADVISE FOR 2014-15  
 
 
SUMMARY 
On November 13, 2013 the Youth Commission voted to approve the Youth Master Plan 
Implementation Work Plan 2013-14. One of the projects was to provide Parent Student Forums 
and Workshops on high interest topics affecting youth and parents in Pleasanton.  
 
A Parent Education Series has been planned to be held at the Pleasanton Public Library on the 
fourth Wednesday evenings of each month beginning on January 22, 2014 until May 28, 2014. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Youth Commission consider continuing workshops for school year 2014-15 for parents and 
students and provide ideas for topics to be considered for next school year.   
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
None 
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BACKGROUND 
In November 2013, the Youth Commission created a Work Plan for the Implementation of the 
Youth Master Plan. Parent Student Forums and Workshops were identified on the Work Plan. 
These workshops support Goal 5: Supportive Families and Community (5.2, 5.5) and Goal 6: 
Informed Youth and Adults of the Youth Master Plan.   
 
Workshops presented to date are: 
 
Wednesday October 23, 2013  Teenage Secrets: What’s Trust Got To Do With It was presented 
to 26 attendees 
 
Wednesday January 22, 2014    The Well Balanced Student: 60 attendees 
Wednesday February 26, 2014   Raising Resilient Children: 60 attendees 
Wednesday March 26, 2014        A Balanced Approach to Navigating Youth Sports: 25 
attendees 
 
Upcoming Workshops scheduled for: 
Wednesday April 23, 2014           The Wonder Years: Transition to Middle School 
Wednesday May 28, 2014            I’m Talking But They’re Not Listening 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
To discuss and advise staff in planning future  topics of interest and select presentation formats 
(authors, educational films with a panel discussion, workshops or student led forums) that 
address all of the age ranges defined by the Youth Master Plan.  
Those age ranges include: 

• Early Childhood : 0-6 
• Childhood: 7-12 
• Adolescents: 13-17 
• Young Adults: 18-19 

 
Alternative locations to host these programs can also be identified. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTION 
Any other action as determined by the Youth Commission. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
  /s/ 
Teresa Parham 
Teen Services Librarian 
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SUBJECT: PROJECT TEEN FRIENDLY STATUS UPDATE 
 
 
SUMMARY 
On December 11, 2013 the Youth Commission voted to participate in the Alameda County 
Public Health Department Program – Project Teen Friendly.  The project includes several 
activities to collect data about tobacco use in the City of Pleasanton.  The first activity, a 
Tobacco Survey of retail stores in Pleasanton was held on Saturday, February 1, 2014. On 
February 12, 2014, the Youth Commission assigned Commissioners to conduct the Tobacco 
Retail License Opinion Poll and the Reasonable Distance Survey which is still in process. 
 
The purpose of collecting this data is for the Youth Commission to inform and educate the 
community regarding tobacco use in Pleasanton. 
 
They Youth Commission has an opportunity to share the data collected thus far with the City 
Council through a recommendation to support the provision amending the City’s Smoking 
Regulations to include electronic cigarettes within the definition of “smoking”. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Youth Commission consider making a recommendation to the City Council to approve a 
proposed Omnibus Ordinance which includes a provision amending the City's Smoking 
Regulations applicable to public and work places to include electronic cigarettes within the 
definition of "smoking" thereby making their use prohibited in locations where smoking is 
prohibited.   
 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
None 
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BACKGROUND 
On December 11, 2013, the Youth Commission voted to participate in the Alameda County 
Public Health Department Program – Project Teen Friendly.  The project includes several 
activities to collect data about tobacco use in the City of Pleasanton. 
 
On February 12, 2014, the results of the survey of tobacco sales at retail stores in Pleasanton 
were shared with the Commission. Data was collected from a total of 35 tobacco retail stores.  
The data showed that: 

• 77% of tobacco retailers sell flavored cigars for less than $2 
• 62% sell cigars for less than $1 
• 77% sell smokeless tobacco products 
• 60% sell electronic cigarettes  

 
DISCUSSION 
At the April 15, 2014 City Council meeting an Omnibus Ordinance is being presented.  An 
Omnibus Ordinance is used to present non-substantive changes to the Municipal Code. The 
recommendation to the City Council will be to include e-cigarettes within the definition of 
“smoking”.   
 
The Youth Commission may want to consider sharing a portion of the recent data that they have 
collected and recommend that the City Council adopt the provision amending the City’s 
Smoking Regulations.  The recommendation would read as follows: 
 
"Dear Mayor and City Council: 
 
The Youth Commission, by a X-Y vote on April 9, 2014 recommended that the City Council on 
April 15, 2014 approve the proposed Omnibus Ordinance, and specifically, the provision 
amending the City's Smoking Regulations applicable to public and work places to include 
electronic cigarettes within the definition of "smoking.   
 
The Youth Commission, in collaboration with the Alameda County Health Department, recently 
conducted a survey of 35 tobacco retail stores in Pleasanton.  The data showed that 60% of the 
retailers were selling electronic cigarettes. The Youth Commission is concerned that electronic 
cigarettes pose special health hazards to young people, including through secondhand vapors.   
 
Based in part upon this data, the Youth Commission encourages you to include electronic 
cigarettes within the definition of smoking set forth in the City’s Smoking Regulations. Thank you 
for your consideration of our recommendation." 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTION 
Any other action as determined by the Youth Commission. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
  
   /s/   
Becky Hopkins 
Community Services Manager 
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