
 
 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION 
COMMISSION AGENDA 

 

Thursday, May 8, 2014 
7:00 P.M. 

 
City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue 

 
 
 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

• Pledge of Allegiance 
• Roll Call 
   
 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
1. Approve regular meeting minutes of April 10, 2014 
 
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
2. Introductions/Awards/Recognitions 

• Recognition of Outgoing Parks & Recreation Commissioner, Jack Balch 
 
3. Public Comment from the audience regarding items not listed on the agenda.  Speakers are 

encouraged to limit comments to 3 minutes. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND OTHER MATTERS BEFORE THE COMMISSION 
If necessary to assure completion of the following items, the Chairperson may establish time limits for the 
presentations by individual speakers. 
 
4. Selection of a Site for the Future Location of an Off-Leash Dog Park 

 
5. Old Vineyard Avenue Pedestrian Trail, Phase 1 – CIP No. 135044 

 
6. Request from the Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton to Rename Main Street Green 

 
7. Request to Rename the Pleasanton Sports and Recreation Community Park 

 
8. Approve the Pleasanton Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
9.  Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Committee: Minutes 
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COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
10. Committee Meetings 

• Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Committee 
• Community of Character 
• City/East Bay Regional Park District Liaison Committee 
• Heritage Tree Review Board 
• Public Art Selection Sub-Committee 
• Sports Council 
• East Pleasanton Specific Plan Task Force 
• Pioneer Cemetery Master Plan Oversight Committee 

 
 
11. Other brief reports on any meetings, conferences, and/or seminars attended by the 

Commission members.  
 
 
COMMISSION COMMENTS 

 
 
STAFF COMMENTS 
 
12. Schedule of Upcoming Meetings and Events of Interest 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING: June 12, 2014 
 
FUTURE AGENDA TOPICS 
 A.  
 B.  
 C.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Notice 
 

Under Government Code §54957.5, any writings/documents regarding an open session item on this agenda provided to a 
majority of the Commission after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection at the Community 
Services Department, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton. 
 

Accessible Public Meetings 

The City of Pleasanton will provide special assistance for citizens with disabilities to participate in public meetings upon 
advance notice.  If you need an auxiliary hearing aid or sign language assistance at least two working days advanced 
notice is necessary.  Please contact the Community Services Department, PO Box 520, Pleasanton, CA 94566 or (925) 
931-5340.  
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Parks and Recreation 
Commission Minutes 

 
 

 
City Council Chambers – 200 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton, CA 

April 10, 2014 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice Chairperson Hottle called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was recited. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Commissioners Present: Jack Balch, Joe Streng, Deborah Wahl, and Vice Chairperson Brad 

Hottle. 
 (Commissioner Lambert arrived at 7:04 p.m. and Commissioner 

Brown arrived at 7:05 p.m.) 
 
Commissioners Absent: Chairperson Ted Kinzer. 
 
Staff Present: Susan Andrade-Wax, Director of Community Services; Daniel Smith, 

Director of Operations Services; Kathleen Yurchak, Assistant 
Director of Operations Services; Michelle Stearns, Recreation 
Supervisor; Joelle Glushenko, Recreation Supervisor; Rachel 
Mariscal, Recreation Coordinator; Nilo, Velazquez, Senior Recreation 
Program Specialist; Terry Snyder, Administrative Assistant; and Edith 
Caponigro, Recording Secretary.  

 
AGENDA AMENDMENTS 
 
Ms. Andrade-Wax advised that Daniel Smith, Director of Operation Services, would be providing 
information and a presentation under Item 2 on the City of Pleasanton’s Plan of Action based on 
the California Drought Declarations for 2014.   
 
The Commission was also informed that no action could be taken on Item 4 on the Agenda 
because of an error in the park name.  Ms. Andrade-Wax advised that the Request to Re-Name 
Bernal Community Park should have been a Request to Re-Name the Sports Park. 
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MINUTES 
 
1. Approve regular meeting minutes of February 13, 2014 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Streng, seconded by Commissioner Balch, to approve the 
minutes of the February 13, 2014 meeting.  The motion was approved unanimously.   
 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
2. Introductions/Awards/Recognitions/Presentations 
 
The Commission received a presentation from Daniel Smith on California Drought Declarations 
and the City of Pleasanton’s Plan of Action. 
 
Mr. Smith advised that drought conditions depend on where you are within California and where 
water for that area comes from.  He noted that this seems to be the most disastrous drought to 
hit the Tri-Valley area and has required the City of Pleasanton to put together a Plan of Action.  
On January 17, 2014, Governor Jerry Brown declared a Drought State of Emergency and asked 
for a voluntary 20% reduction in water usage. 
 
Mr. Smith noted that conditions seem to be getting worse and dry conditions are drier than used 
in initial models, with precipitations in the Sierras being the lowest they have been in 90+ years.  
He provided information about water allocated through the State Water Project (SWP) and the 
amount allocated for 2014 for Zone 7, the local wholesaler for the Tri-Valley area, being only 
2%.  Additional information provided by Mr. Smith included details about: 

• Water quality 
• Shut down of the Delta System 
• Trading of water to southern cities 
• Groundwater banks 
• Mixed messages about available water in other communities 
• Local water conditions 
• Problems associated with pumping too much water 
• Recycled water system 
• Lake Del Valle water shortage 
• State seed money for recycled water projects 
• Water conservation required in the City of Pleasanton to get through the year 
• Changes in how water is used and things are done 
• Supply – Demand – Conservation 
• Fire Protection Requirements 
• Educating and pulling together of Pleasanton residents to conserve water 
• 52M gallons of water usage being allowed in Stage 1 of the Pleasanton Action Plan 
• When it will be necessary to put Stage 2 of the Plan into action 
• Challenges the city is facing in taking care of parks, etc. during the summer 
• Penalties being put in place for over usage of water 
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Commissioner Wahl discussed water needs as the population in California grows, and use of 
desalination plants.  Mr. Smith agreed with her comments, noting that water is an important 
commodity for the State. 
 
Commissioner Wahl questioned whether Pleasanton could purchase water from any other 
agencies.  Mr. Smith indicated this was a possibility and something the City was looking into. 
 
Commissioner Streng discussed with Ms. Yurchak how parks/fields would be maintained.  Ms. 
Yurchak advised that staff has already made some changes and existing technology is being 
used to manage water usage in parks.  She noted that field maintenance is a high priority and 
will be maintained at ‘playable’ status.  The worst scenario will be letting the fairways go dormant 
at the golf course.  Staff is trying to reallocate water in parks and some neighborhood parks will 
likely turn brown because of the adjustments being made.  The Commission was informed that 
some changes have already been made at the Amador Theater and Firehouse Arts Center, and 
changes will soon take place at 123 Main Street.  Ms. Yurchak and Mr. Smith also noted that 
browning at some parks is already taking place and park water features will not be operated. 
 
Mr. Yurchak advised the Commission that staff was also assisting Hacienda Business Park 
personnel with restrictions and irrigation changes. 
 
Commissioner Lambert questioned whether water in the aqueduct could and would be 
redirected.  Mr. Smith advised that the aqueduct would be shut down soon and is not an option 
for obtaining water. 
 
Commissioner Balch felt the City should be turning water off now and letting things go brown.  
He asked about possible benefits of going to Stage 3 now, rather than waiting.  Mr. Smith 
discussed the politics involved and the possibility of rain in April.  He discussed the importance 
of preparing and getting the community to help, and noted that water is needed for health and 
safety. 
 
Commissioner Balch discussed the East Pleasanton Specific Plan and water requirements for 
new areas.  Mr. Smith advised that staff has been aware of water concerns for some time and 
have been working on landscape designs within Pleasanton, with the Chamber of Commerce 
and Hacienda Business Park also being involved. 
 
Vice Chairperson Hottle felt the general public in Pleasanton was unaware of the City’s concerns 
about water usage.  He was advised by Ms. Yurchak that the City has been looking at water 
urinals and hands-free faucets for parks, but they are costly changes. 
 
Mr. Smith discussed with Vice Chairperson Hottle problems of grass stressing if the summer 
months get really hot.  Vice Chairperson Hottle thought it would be beneficial to explain why 
fields are being watered in the afternoons. 
 
Commissioner Balch suggested changes be made to water bills showing water usage in tiers 
that would help people better understand.  Mr. Smith advised that a web portal shows the history 
of water usage, but changes are being made to the bill.  Commissioner Balch suggested people 
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be provided information about average use and what is actually being used by each 
person/family. 
 
Commissioner Wahl suggested the public also be advised about the benefits of collecting water. 
 
3. Public Comment from the audience regarding items not listed on the agenda 
 
There were none. 
 
MATTERS BEFORE THE COMMISSION 
 
4. Discuss Request to Re-Name Bernal Community Park 
 
Ms. Andrade-Wax advised that at the February 4, 2014 City Council meeting, the Council asked 
that staff prepare a report for the Parks and Recreation Commission to consider a request to re-
name the Bernal Community Park for the late Mayor Ken Mercer.  The Mayor acknowledged 
that the City’s policy requires a five year waiting period following the passing of an individual, but 
noted that the public interest is not likely to fade any time soon on seeking such a change, and 
thought an exception could be made. 
 
The Commission was advised that renaming of Bernal Community Park was in error, and the 
park to be re-named should have been stated as the Pleasanton Sports and Recreation 
Community Park.  Ms. Andrade-Wax noted that with the error in the park name in the City 
Council Minutes and the Staff Report for this meeting, it would not be possible for the 
Commission to take any action on this request at this meeting, and a revised report would be 
prepared for the May meeting. 
 
Ms. Andrade-Wax noted that when reviewing this request from City Council the Commission has 
several options they may want to consider: 

• The request would set a precedence and go against the Ordinance set five years ago. 
• An exception could be made to the Policy 
• The Policy could be revised 
• A dedication plaque or monument could be installed in the park 
• Could deny the request 

 
Vice Chairperson Hottle opened the meeting for public comment at 8:02 p.m. 
 
Jan Batcheller – advised that as a friend of Ken Mercer’s, she would like the Commission to 
consider adjusting the policy for renaming so that the Sports Park could be renamed after Ken.  
Ms. Batcheller felt that Ken Mercer would be known in history as a very influential person in 
Pleasanton, and making a change or exception to the Policy now would allow for him to be 
recognized on his birthday of September 2nd. 
 
Brad Hirst – Mr. Hirst commented on Mr. Smith’s presentation and the acute water drought 
crisis.  He indicated that he was passionate about renaming the Sports Park after Ken Mercer 
because it has been a City project that Ken had been very involved in and of which he was very 
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proud.  Mr. Hirst felt that as time goes on it is easy to forget those that have been major 
contributors to the City of Pleasanton.  He asked the Commission to consider removing the       
5-year limit and consider renaming the Sports Park after former Mayor Ken Mercer. 
 
Vice Chairperson Hottle closed the meeting for public comment at 8:08 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Streng agreed with the speakers and felt the 5-year waiting period was arbitrary. 
 
Ms. Andrade-Wax noted that the naming of the Aquatic Center after Dolores Bengtson was done 
prior to the Policy being put into place, and the 5-year waiting period was put in place to avoid 
any conflicts that may be brought to light about the person being named. 
 
Commissioner Streng discussed Section 6.B of the Resolution and indicated that he supported 
waiving the 5-year waiting period especially considering the statute of Ken Mercer.  He also 
suggested a piece of public art also be considered and named after Ken, because he was such 
an important figure in the City of Pleasanton. 
 
Commissioner Lambert stated that he was not opposed to adding Ken Mercer’s name in the 
naming of the Sports and Recreation Community Park, and was also not opposed to the 
suggestion made by Commissioner Streng to add a piece of public art that could show some of 
his achievements. 
 
Commissioner Wahl stated she was in favor of the 5-year waiting period, but was in favor of an 
exception being made in renaming the Sports and Recreation Community Park after Ken Mercer 
because of all he did for the City.  She too liked the idea of including a piece of art. 
 
Commissioner Brown agreed that Sports and Recreation Community Park should be kept in the 
name, but was not opposed to renaming it after Mayor Mercer. 
 
Vice Chairperson Hottle agreed with all of the comments and thought Ken Mercer has been very 
passionate about things he did for the City.  He would not be opposed to renaming the Sports 
and Recreation Community Park after Ken. 
 
Commissioner Balch echoed everyone’s comments and indicated he was in favor of keeping the 
5-year waiting period, but making an exception at this time.  He liked the idea of including public 
art, but felt the public art piece should be descriptive of what Ken had done for the City of 
Pleasanton. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Streng, seconded by Commissioner Balch, 
recommending this item be continued and brought back to the Commission for final 
consideration at the May 2014 meeting. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES:  Commissioners Balch, Lambert, Streng, Wahl, and Vice Chairperson Hottle. 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Chairperson Kinzer 
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ABSTAIN: None 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
There were none. 
 
COMMISSION REPORTS 
 

A. Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Committee – no report. 
B. Community of Character – no report. 
C. City/East Bay Regional Park District Liaison Committee – Vice Chairperson Hottle 

reported on the meeting and advised that discussions included East Bay Regional Park 
District’s additional trail head option at Pleasanton Ridge, and possible sharing of Alviso 
Adobe as a staging area.  He noted that an agreement between EBRPD and the City of 
Pleasanton could take 6-8 months. 

D. Heritage Tree Review Board – no report 
E. Public Art Selection Sub-Committee – Commissioner Streng advised that the Rock Paper 

Scissors piece had been installed next to the Chamber of Commerce located on St. 
John’s Street. 

F. Sports Council – A meeting was held and spring sports requirements were discussed.  
Mr. Gibson provided information about field maintenance.  The maintenance of school 
fields is to be discussed at the next meeting. 

G. East Pleasanton Specific Plan Task Force – no report. 
H. Pioneer Cemetery Master Plan Oversight Committee – Commissioner Wahl noted that 

the same consultants hired to work on the Alviso Adobe have been selected to help with 
this project.  The Committee is looking forward to looking at ideas they will present.  Vice 
Chairperson Hottle felt the right decisions had been made with the selection of 
consultants and designer for this project. 

 
6. Other brief reports on any meetings, conferences, and/or seminars attended by the 

Commission members. 
 
Commissioner Balch noted he had recently visited Lake Oroville and was shocked at how 
houseboats are stacked together because of the lack of water. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 

A. Commissioner Balch believes the water issue is going to be significant and will affect 
much of what can be programmed for the City.  He felt it was up to the Commission to 
help staff in whatever ways possible. 
 

B. Commissioner Lambert was pleased with the progress of the Iron Horse Trail. 
 

C. Commission Streng asked about the policy for resurfacing basketball courts within the 
City and how decisions are made on when to do this.  Ms. Yurchak discussed the lifetime 
expectancy of basketball courts and budget requirements for resurfacing.  Commissioner 
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Streng provided information about courts in the Meadows and contact staff with 
information on other courts. 
 

D. Commissioner Wahl questioned whether recycled water could be included in the Pioneer 
Cemetery project.  Ms. Yurchak indicated that the project was currently out of the scope 
but could possibly be included in Phase 2 of the Recycled Water Project. 
 

STAFF COMMENTS 
 
7.  Schedule of Upcoming Meetings and Events of Interest 
 
Reviewed. 
 
Ms. Andrade-Wax noted that agenda items for the next meeting will include: 

1. A proposal for an off-leash dog area. 
2. Approval of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  
3. Renaming of the Sports and Recreation Community Park. 
4. Renaming Main Street Green 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Streng at 8:30 p.m. 



 
 

Parks and Recreation Commission 
Staff Report 

 May 8, 2014 
 Item 4 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: SELECTION OF A SITE FOR THE FUTURE LOCATION OF AN OFF-LEASH 

DOG PARK   
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
At its February 4, 2014 meeting, the City Council directed staff to identify alternative locations 
for an off-leash dog park (dog park) on the Bernal Property, and elsewhere in the City, exclusive 
of those portions of the Bernal Community Park included as part of Phase II (Oak Woodland and 
multi-purpose sports fields). In response, staff has identified three site options for your 
consideration. Assuming your Commission selects of one of the three sites, staff will forward the 
recommendation to the City Council for its direction regarding priority, funding, design and 
construction. Depending on City Council action, staff intends to continue working with the 
Commission regarding design elements, construction and other matters within a schedule and 
time frame consistent with City Council action. Dog park maintenance and operations will be 
addressed at a later date as part of the park development process.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Select Site Option 1A as the preferred site for a future dog park and provide the City 
Council with any comments regarding this site  
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
The City owns the three site options and therefore, there is no immediate financial impact 
related to acquiring the site. Financial impacts regarding site development, construction, and 
park operations will be addressed after project prioritization and analysis of funding options.  
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BACKGROUND 
The Draft Parks and Recreation Master Plan (Master Plan) identifies the need for two additional 
dog parks and dog park locations as follows1: 
 
• One additional dog park at two acres in size to meet existing demand 
• One additional dog park (no size designation) to meet anticipated future demand 
• Consider the Staples Ranch Community Park as a potential site for one of the dog parks 
• Consider the East Pleasanton Specific Plan area as a potential site for one of the dog parks 
• Explore the potential for placing the dog parks in existing parks and open spaces 
 
Prior to the issuance of the Master Plan, the Commission expressed an interest in an additional 
dog park and previously pursued various potential sites, including the Staples Ranch 
Community Park, Stoneridge Creek Neighborhood Park, the Bernal Property and Creekside 
Park. This matter was most recently discussed at your meeting of December 13, 2013 as part of 
the review of the Bernal Community Park Phase II, Oak Woodland Schematic Plan.  The item 
was also discussed by the City Council at its meeting of February 4, 2014 and at its joint 
workshop with your commission on February 24, 2014. As an outcome of the February 4 
meeting, the City Council directed staff to identify alternative locations for a dog park on the 
Bernal Property and elsewhere in the City, exclusive of Phase II of the Bernal Community Park. 
(The minutes from that meeting are included as Attachment 1.)   
 
In response to City Council action, staff reviewed sub-areas 5, 12 and 13 (Attachment 2) of the 
Bernal Property Phase 11 Specific Plan (Bernal Specific Plan) to determine if these areas are 
compatible with a dog park. These sub-areas were selected in significant part because in 
addition to their primary uses identified in the Bernal Specific Plan, Measure P provides that 
they may be used for “…other public and quasi-public uses that may be determined to be 
compatible with the surrounding land uses by the City Council.”  As the Commission may recall, 
Measure P was the City Council sponsored initiative approved by Pleasanton voters in 2006 that 
approved the Bernal Specific Plan which established allowed uses for the Bernal Property. 
Further, these are the three sites discussed previously with your commission and the City 
Council. The three identified sites, provided in Attachment 3, and general comments regarding 
their suitability are as follows: 
 
Sub-Area 5 – Valley Ave. Adjacent to the Chevron Market   
 
According to the Bernal Specific Plan, the primary uses for sub-area 5 are child care, open 
space, park and recreation, public utilities, trails, and other public and quasi-public uses that 
may be determined to be compatible with the surrounding land uses by the City Council. The 
approximately 1-acre site is undeveloped and does not include parking. The City does not have 
any currently active plans for this site.  
 
Due to its adjacency to residential and commercial uses, it is smaller than ideal size, and lack of 
parking, staff determined that this site is not ideal for a dog park.   
  

                                                 
1 This language is included in the Draft Master Plan. Revisions are anticipated in the final version. 
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Sub-Area 12 – At I-680 South Bound On-Ramp and West Laguna 
 
According to the Bernal Specific Plan, the primary uses for sub-area 12 are open space, park 
and recreation, park-and-ride lot, public utilities, trails, and other public and quasi-public uses 
that may be determined to be compatible with the surrounding land uses by the City Council. 
The approximately 2-acre site is undeveloped and does not include parking or any 
ingress/egress.  The City is currently planning to use the site as a park-and-ride lot and has 
prepared plans for this purpose. However, a specific construction schedule has not yet been 
finalized. 
 
Due to its close proximity to the freeway and potential use as a park-and-ride lot, staff 
determined that this site is not ideal for a dog park.  
 
Sub-Area 13 - Adjacent to the Marilyn Murphy Kane Trail Staging Area 
 
According to the Bernal Specific Plan, the primary uses for sub-area 13 are an environmental 
education center, Native American history reflective area, open space, park and recreation, 
public utilities, trails, and other public and quasi-public uses that may be determined to be 
compatible with the surrounding land uses by the City Council. While the approximately 12-acre 
site is underdeveloped, the existing Marilyn Murphy Kane Trail staging area includes twelve 
parking stalls, a paved entrance area, benches and a covered table, and a water line.  The City 
does not have any alternative plans for this sub-area. 
 
Due to its size, adjacency to the parking at the Marilyn Kane Trail staging area, distance from 
residences and availability of water, staff has determined that this site is well suited for a dog 
park.  
 
Assuming that the Commission agrees with staff’s analysis that sub-area 13 represents the best 
location for a dog park, staff has identified three options for this sub-area as outlined below.  
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Dog Park Site Options 1 and 2 

 
 
 

Dog Park Site Option 1 (A) 
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As detailed above, all three site options could accommodate approximately 11 additional 
parking spaces (resulting in a total of 24 parking spaces available for the dog park and trail) and 
would meet the overall desirable size for a dog park. However, staff has not yet analyzed 
parking needs to determine if this number of parking stalls is adequate and therefore additional 
study would be required as part of the overall site design and planning phase. A matrix providing 
details of these three options is included as Attachment 4. 
 
Due to the overall size of sub-area 13, there are various options for placing a dog park. 
However, staff selected Options 1 and 1A, over a potential location closer to Bernal Avenue 
(which some have commented would be a good location) as that site could eventually be used 
for environmental education, Native American reflective area or other more public uses that 
could benefit from more street exposure. Further, placing the dog park off the roadway may be 
better for both the dogs and local residents who may not want this as a neighborhood focal 
point. Also, these options, and most specifically Option 1A, both generally meet the 
requirements for incorporating designated areas for small and large dogs and are on property 
that most likely would not be used to house a facility or another purpose other than open space. 
Due to the linear nature of these two options, dogs would have a significant run area and offer 
an interesting environment for the dogs.   
 
Option 2 is the larger of the sites and fully meets the Master Plan’s specifications for a large dog 
park.  However, staff has some concerns with this site including its adjacency to the roadway, 
the potential impediment to development of a future structure, such as an environmental center 
or other buildings, which could occupy the site, and a plain square configuration that is not as 
“interesting” as Options 1 and 1A.   
 
Overall, staff recommends Option 1A since it facilitates the potential for separate open areas for 
large and small dogs, takes advantage of the existing benches as a “natural” entry point, and 
offers interest for the dogs.  
 
Should the Commission select a preferred site,  staff intends to forward your recommendation to 
the City Council for its consideration. Based on City Council feedback, staff anticipates various 
future project steps including selecting architectural services for the design/specification 
process, conducting further parking analysis, developing a project budget, identifying 
operational needs and service levels, establishing user regulations/guidelines, and project 
construction.   
 
Other Dog Park Locations 
Part of the City Council’s February 4 direction includes identifying locations for a future dog park 
other than the Bernal Property. Since staff perceives that at this time, the priority is the Bernal 
Property, it will conduct a thorough review of an additional site at some time in the future. 
However, in general, staff’s current position is that the Staples Ranch Community Park and 
some location as part of the East Pleasanton Specific Plan area would be suitable. However, 
staff also assumes that this decision would be made as part of the master planning for those 
parks and as such, any specifics, including inclusion of a dog park, would be determined at a 
later date. In the event that at this point in time the Commission is of the opinion that a dog park 
in the eastern areas of the City generally meets its concept for a dog park location, then staff 
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advises it recommend the City Council considers these uses as it prepares the park master 
plans for these parks.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
   /s/ 
Steven Bocian       
Assistant City Manager       
 
 
Attachments: 
1. Excerpt Minutes from City Council February 4, 2014 Meeting 
2. Bernal Property Phase II Specific Plan Sub-Areas 
3. Bernal Property Sub-areas 
4. Table Outlining Characteristics for the Three Site Options 
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Attachment 3 

Potential Site Alternatives for a Dog Park on the Bernal Property 

 

Sub-Area 5 – Valley Avenue Adjacent to Chevron Market 
 

 

  



 

Sub-Area 12 – I-680 South Bound On-Ramp and West Laguna 

 

  



 

Sub-Area 13 – Marilyn Kane Trail Staging Area 

 





 
 
 
 

Parks and Recreation Commission  
Staff Report  

  May 8, 2014  
Item  5 

 

 
 
SUBJECT: REVIEW AND APPROVE THE OLD VINEYARD AVENUE PEDESTRIAN TRAIL, 

PHASE – 1 CIP NO. 135044 AS DESIGNED, AND RECOMMEND THAT THE 
PROJECT BE ADVERTISED FOR CONSTRUCTION BID 

 
 
SUMMARY    
The Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trails Committee accepted the 100% plans as presented for Old 
Vineyard Avenue Pedestrian Trail, on April 28, 2014.  Detailed design is now complete and the 
100% plans are ready for review.  Staff is requesting the commission to review the plans and 
provide comments.  The final construction plans and bid documents will then be completed and 
advertised for construction.  It is anticipated that construction will occur this summer.  Staff 
notified the residents living within the Old Vineyard Avenue corridor of this meeting. 
  
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the Parks and Recreation Commission receive and consider this report 
and provide comments before the plans and bid documents are finalized.  
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Funding is available in the 2013/14 Capital Improvement Program; CIP 135044-Old Vineyard 
Avenue Pedestrian Trail – Phase 1.   The source of funding is Vineyard Avenue Specific Plan 
fees paid by the developers of the housing within the planning area. 
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BACKGROUND 
The Vineyard Avenue Specific Plan specifies that the “Old” Vineyard Avenue roadway will be 
converted to a shared multi-use trail.  The limits of the project are from Shadow Cliffs Regional 
Recreation Area at the west end to the Ruby Hills trail head at the east end.  Construction has 
been divided into three phases due to funding.  Phase 1 is the center section from Vineyard 
Terrace at the west end to Machado Court at the east.  Phase 2 limits are from the Shadow 
Cliffs Regional Recreation Area eastward to Vineyard Terrace.  Phase 3 is from Machado Court 
eastward to the Ruby Hills trail head.  
 
On August 26, 2013, staff presented the conceptual trail plan to the Bicycle, Pedestrian, and 
Trails Committee.   The purpose of the presentation was to re-introduce this project that had 
been in the planning stages for several years, and to let the committee know that construction 
design was beginning.  Staff stated its desire to receive comment from the Committee regarding 
the design, and also take advantage of the committee meetings to receive public comment.   On 
December 16, 2013, staff presented 50% design drawings to the committee.   Comments were 
received at both the August and December meetings and, to the degree possible, have been 
incorporated into the current 100% plans.  The Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trails Committee accepted 
the 100% plans as presented for Old Vineyard Avenue Pedestrian Trail on April 28, 2014.  
 
DISCUSSION 
The project plans are at 100% completion and ready for final review by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission.  
  
Some of the differences between earlier versions and the 100% design are based upon 
topographical surveying information that identified existing hardscape and elevation features. 
The information indicated that the existing roadway width varies from 22 to 24 feet and the 
preliminary design identified a 20 feet trail design (12 feet paved and 8 feet equestrian trail). The 
trail design widths were reviewed to determine if the asphalt path could be widened per previous 
inquiries by the Committee. Upon review, it was determined that the proposed 12’ width was 
appropriate to be in conformance with the Pleasanton Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan for 
Class I shared use path.  The Master Plan recommends a 12’ wide paved path with 4’ running 
trail for a shared use path. The additional two to four feet identified in the topographic survey will 
be added to the eight feet equestrian trail.  It will provide the additional space for running and 
provide a buffer area for the horse trail. 
  
The surveying also identified that additional drainage improvements will be required to repair 
and upgrade the existing roadway drainage system. These improvements have been added to 
the project and primarily consist of rehabilitation of the existing drainage ditch and storm pipe 
systems.  
 
Detailed review of the driveway intersections with individual property owners has also been 
completed and individual comments and concerns were incorporated. At-grade concrete 
sidewalks or banding were added at the intersections to help provide a visual barrier between 
the roadway and trail sections. Trail gate fencing is extended to tie into existing fencing or 
natural barriers to prevent unauthorized vehicular traffic from entering the trail area. 
 
The following is a summary of the Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trails Committee comments and public 
input from the December 16, 2013 meeting:   
 
 



 
Page 3 of 4 

1) Concern regarding the anticipated benefits of the project expenditure ($600,000) for the 
project. 

The Vineyard Avenue Corridor Trails System which includes this project was identified as 
part of the Vineyard Avenue Specific Plan adopted by Pleasanton City Council on June 1, 
1999. This project encompasses the majority of “Existing Vineyard Avenue Alignment 
Trail” identified in the specific plan. The trail was identified to enhance safety and allow 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and equestrians to move more conveniently through the Vineyard 
Corridor. The trail will provide residents with an alternative to driving to school, 
recreational areas, and neighboring homes.  The trail is part of a regional trail system that 
helps connect Pleasanton with the surrounding wine country and regional park facilities. 
The trail identified in the plan is the primary infrastructure component not yet complete. 
The source of funding is Vineyard Avenue Specific Plan fees paid by the developers of 
the housing within the planning area. The funding for this trail project comes from 
dedicated developer funds to complete the infrastructure identified by the Vineyard 
Avenue Specific Plan.   
 

2) Concern regarding the easterly project limits at Machado Court.  Residents of the area were 
concerned they could no longer use the “old” Vineyard Avenue to exit their properties and 
that traffic would increase through their neighborhood to Safreno Way. 

 
This traffic pattern was anticipated in the Vineyard Avenue Specific Plan that allowed the 
development of the area.  The roadways and intersections were constructed to 
accommodate this traffic.  The plan identifies continuing the trail to connect to Shadow 
Cliffs Regional Recreation Area and the Ruby Hills trail systems.  As funding becomes 
available, the remaining phases of the project will be completed and all remaining 
sections of “old” Vineyard Avenue will be closed to unauthorized vehicular traffic. Current 
project funding allows the extension of the project to Machado Court where existing 
trail/sidewalk facilities connect to the Ruby Hills trail system.  
 

3) Committee members expressed a desire to hear a traffic report regarding the safety 
concerns brought forth during public comment.  

As part of the Vineyard Avenue Specific Plan and the Update to the General Plan, the 
City of Pleasanton Traffic Engineering Division reviewed the closure of Old Vineyard 
Avenue and the access and egress at the proposed Vineyard Avenue intersections.  It 
was determined that the intersection design and capacity was sufficient to support the 
existing and proposed residential homes and other land uses along the Vineyard 
Corridor.  Upon opening of the new Vineyard Avenue alignment, Traffic Engineering staff 
measured existing sight distance, roadway speeds and drivers’ ability to find acceptable 
gaps in traffic to access Vineyard Avenue.  Sufficient sight distance and gaps in traffic 
exist to safely enter/exit Vineyard Avenue from Safreno Way.  A review of traffic collision 
history from the time of the roadway opening in 2006 through March 1, 2014 confirmed 
that zero accidents have been recorded at the intersection, with the nearest accident 
occurring 288 feet west of the intersection (12/25/06 where a vehicle ran off the road at 
10:00 PM hitting a fixed object).   
 
Traffic Engineering staff will continue to monitor this location to ensure that landscaping 
does not limit sight distance, to measure vehicle speeds and traffic volumes, and to 
review traffic collisions.  Should volumes increase or collisions occur, the City will 
consider the installation of a traffic signal or other improvements available that could 
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address issues related to access. Traffic Engineering staff has requested the trimming of 
the trees and other landscaping to provide additional sight distance. 

 
4) Concern for access for Garbage and Postal Service. 

City staff met with Pleasanton Garbage Service (PGS) and reviewed the proposed 
design. PGS felt confident that they will be able to provide service to the existing 
residents with the proposed design without any impacts to the customers. Customer 
garbage containers  will need to be placed alongside the new proposed curbs near the 
existing pick up locations.  
 
The plans were reviewed by the Postal Service and they did not identify any concerns 
about providing service to relocated mail box locations. Mail boxes will have to be 
relocated to be accessible from the new curb locations. The project plans includes the 
mail box relocations.  
 
Utility companies and Livermore/Pleasanton Fire Department have reviewed the plans 
and did not have any concerns. They will have full access to the trail system at the gates 
to provide service to their existing facilities and residential properties along the trail. 
Access will be provided through an existing lock system that is used to provide access 
throughout the City.   

 
5) Concerns about access at individual driveway locations. 

City staff has met with all the individual property owners that will be crossing the trail and 
reviewed and incorporated property owners’ concerns and comments where applicable.  

 
On April 28, 2014, the project was presented to the the Bicycle, Pedestrian & Trails Committee.  
The Committee received public input and accepted the plans as presented.   All public comment 
supported the project design; however there were several members of the public that raised 
concerns about the closure of the east end of old Vineyard Avenue between Mingoia Street and 
Machado Place.  Other members of the public stated that Vineyard Avenue Specific Plan always 
showed the entire old Vineyard Avenue being converted to a trail and wanted to see the project 
move forward as designed.    
 
Upon receiving the 100% review comments, staff will proceed with the completion of the final bid 
documents and bid the project. The project is anticipated to be brought forth to the City Council 
for approval on June 17, 2014.  
 
SCHEDULE 

• 4/2014 - 100% Design Completion 
• 6/17/ 2014 – City Council Award of Construction Contract 
• 7/2014 – Start Construction 
• 10/2014 - Finish Construction 

 
Submitted by: 
 
 
  /s/ 
George Farrell 
Engineering Technician III 
 
Attachment:  Plans 
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Parks and Recreation Commission 
Staff Report 

 May 8, 2014 
 Item 6 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FROM THE ROTARY CLUBS OF PLEASANTON TO RENAME MAIN 

STREET GREEN  
 
 
SUMMARY 
In 2013, the Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton met with staff from the City Manager’s Office, and the 
Operations Services and the Community Services Department(s) to discuss their proposed 
celebration plans for May 2015 marking Rotary’s 50th Anniversary in Pleasanton.  Included in 
those discussions were plans to renovate the current park site, the donation of a clock tower 
and the possible renaming of the park site or entrance plaza in Rotary’s honor. 
 
Since then, the City has embarked on the re-design and renovation process of Main Street 
Green; and in partnership with Rotary, have selected a clock tower that will be funded by the 
Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton and installed by the City as part of the park’s renovation project.  
The park renovation project is scheduled to be completed just prior to the Rotary’s 50th 
Anniversary Celebration in May 2015. 
  
On April 14, 2014, the City received a letter from the Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton, requesting 
that either Main Street Green be renamed “Rotary Park”, or the entrance plaza be named 
“Rotary Plaza”.  It is important to note, that the Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton have had a long 
standing history of doing substantial park improvements and creek clean-ups throughout the 
community.  In 2004, the Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton did substantial improvements to Main 
Street Green, as well as the Arroyo Del Valle, as part of their Centennial Celebration of Rotary 
International.  Most recently, the Rotary Clubs have done several beautification projects at the 
City’s Pioneer Cemetery.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Commission review and provide feedback.  
 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
It is difficult to completely analyze the costs associated with the potential name change.  In 
addition to signage, there are a number of publications (quarterly Activities Guide, budget 
information, brochures, etc.) that would need to be amended.  Since the park site is currently 
being re-designed for its pending renovation, if needed, replacement signage will be included in 
the project budget.  In the past, park signage has been funded through the Park Renovation 
Fund and the various publications are regularly updated, the impacts would appear to be 
minimal.  
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BACKGROUND 
In 2013, the Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton met with staff from the City Manager’s Office, and the 
Operations Services and the Community Services Department(s) to discuss their proposed 
celebration plans for May 2015 marking Rotary’s 50th Anniversary in Pleasanton.  Included in 
those discussions were plans to renovate the current park site, the donation of a clock tower 
and the possible renaming of the park site or entrance plaza in Rotary’s honor. 
 
Since then, the City has embarked on the re-design and renovation process of Main Street 
Green; and in partnership with Rotary, have selected a clock tower that will be funded by the 
Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton and installed by the City as part of the park’s renovation project.  
The park renovation project is scheduled to be completed just prior to the Rotary’s 50th 
Anniversary Celebration in May 2015. 
  
On April 14, 2014, the City received a letter from the Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton, requesting 
that either Main Street Green be renamed “Rotary Park”, or the entrance plaza be named 
“Rotary Plaza”.  It is important to note, that the Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton have had a long 
standing history of doing substantial park improvements and creek clean-ups throughout the 
community.  In 2004, the Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton did substantial improvements to Main 
Street Green, as well as the Arroyo Del Valle as part of their Centennial Celebration of Rotary 
International.  Most recently, the Rotary Clubs have done several beautification projects at the 
City’s Pioneer Cemetery.   
 
 
DISCUSSION 
On April 20, 2004, Resolution 04-019, Revising Policies for Naming Parks, Recreation Facilities, 
and Other City-Owned Public Facilities (Attachment 2), was adopted by the City Council on  
April 20, 2004, and is the most recent policy for naming park facilities.   Section 3: “Criteria for 
Establishing Permanent Names for Parks, Recreation Facilities, or City-owned Public Facilities” 
does allow for Community Parks to be named “for persons, events, or entities associated with 
major historical value or that have exerted positive influence in the development of Pleasanton.”  
However, it does stipulate that any “requests to name any park, recreation facility, or City-owned 
public facility after a specific individual will be considered no earlier than five (5) years after their 
death.” 
 
Although it is difficult to completely analyze the costs associated with the potential name 
change, in addition to signage, there are a number of publications (quarterly Activities Guide, 
budget information, brochures, etc.) that would need to be amended.  Since the park site is 
currently being re-designed for its pending renovation, if needed, replacement signage will be 
included in the project budget.  In the past, park signage has been funded through the Park 
Renovation Fund and the various publications are regularly updated, the impacts would appear 
to be minimal.  
 
The larger issue for the Commission to consider is the precedent of changing the names of long 
standing parks/facilities, and under what circumstances would such a change be warranted.  
The Rotary Clubs have unquestionably played a role in the history of this particular site and is 
worthy of recognition for its efforts.  However, there are a number of other service clubs and 
non-profit organizations that may also be deserving of such recognition.  Other potential options 
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could involve renaming the entrance plaza or some type of recognition plaque that is located at 
the park, describing the important role the Rotary Clubs have played in the improvements of the 
park site. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTION 
Any other action as determined by the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
   /s/   
Susan Andrade-Wax 
Community Services Director 
 
 
Attachments: 

1. Correspondence from the Rotary Clubs of Pleasanton – April 14, 2014 
2. Resolution No. 04-019 
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Parks and Recreation Commission  
Staff Report 

  May 8, 2014 
Item 7 

 

 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST TO RENAME THE PLEASANTON SPORTS AND 

RECREATION COMMUNITY PARK   
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
At the regular meeting of the City Council on February 4, 2014, the Council requested that staff 
prepare a report for the Parks and Recreation Commission to consider a request to re-name the 
Bernal Community Park for the late, Mayor Ken Mercer (Attachment 1).  The Mayor 
acknowledged that the City’s policy requires a five year waiting period following the passing of 
an individual but noted that the public interest is not likely to diminish in that time and thought an 
exception might be in order.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Commission review and provide feedback.  
 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
It is difficult to completely analyze the costs associated with the potential name change.  In 
addition to signage, there are a number of publications (quarterly Activities Guide, budget 
information, brochures, etc.) that would need to be amended.  Since replacement signage has 
been funded in the past through the Park Renovation Fund and the various publications are 
regularly updated, the impacts would appear to be minimal. 
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BACKGROUND 
At the regular meeting of the City Council on February 4, 2014, the Council requested that staff 
prepare a report for the Parks and Recreation Commission to consider a request to rename the 
Pleasanton Sports and Recreation Community Park after the late, Mayor Ken Mercer 
(Attachment 1).  The Mayor acknowledged that the City’s policy requires a five year waiting 
period following the passing of an individual but noted that the public interest is not likely to 
diminish in that time and thought an exception might be in order.   
 
DISCUSSION 
On April 20, 2004, Resolution 04-019, Revising Policies for Naming Parks, Recreation Facilities, 
and Other City-Owned Public Facilities (Attachment 2), was adopted by the City Council on  
April 20, 2004, and is the most recent policy for naming park facilities.   Section 3: “Criteria for 
Establishing Permanent Names for Parks, Recreation Facilities, or City-owned Public Facilities” 
does allow for Community Parks to be named “for persons, events, or entities associated with 
major historical value or that have exerted positive influence in the development of Pleasanton.”  
However, it does stipulate that any “requests to name any park, recreation facility, or City-owned 
public facility after a specific individual will be considered no earlier than five (5) years after their 
death.” 
 
Although it is difficult at this point to completely analyze the costs associated with a potential 
name change, the impacts would appear to be minimal.  Publications and other marketing 
collateral pieces (Activities Guide, City’s website, brochures, etc.) and park signage would need 
to be amended should this change ultimately be approved by the City Council.  However, 
replacement park signs have been funded in the past through the Park Renovation Fund, and 
the various marketing publications are updated on a regular basis.  
 
The larger issue for the Commission to consider is the precedent of changing the names of long 
standing parks/facilities, and under what circumstances would such a change be warranted; 
and/or changing the name of a park and/or facility for a specific individual earlier than five (5) 
years after their death. 
 
The late Ken Mercer unquestionably played a role in the history of this particular site and is 
worthy of recognition for its efforts.  However, there are a number of other individuals that may 
also be deserving of such recognition.  With this in mind, the Commission has several options 
they might want to consider.  They include but are not limited to the following:  
 

1. Approve a one-time exception, and allow for the park to be renamed after the late, former 
Mayor Ken Mercer; or 

2. Approve the fabrication and installation of a recognition plaque that would be located in 
the park, describing the important role that Mayor Ken Mercer played in obtaining and/or 
developing the parkland; or 

3. Deny the request.    
 
After the Commission has reviewed and discussed, staff is requesting that the Commission 
provide feedback and ultimately designate a direction they would like staff to pursue. 
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ALTERNATIVE ACTION 
Any other action as determined by the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 
  
   /s/ 
Susan Andrade-Wax 
Director of Community Services 
 
 
Attachments:   
 

1. Page 15 of City Council Minutes – February 4, 2014  
2. Resolution No. 04-019 
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Parks and Recreation Commission 
Staff Report 

 May 8, 2014 
 Item 8 
 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVE THE PLEASANTON PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN 
 
 
 
 
SUMMARY 
On May 3, 2011, the City Council adopted its Annual Work Plan for FY 2011/12 that included 
the development of a comprehensive, city-wide Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  The Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan (Master Plan) will provide a framework for directing City resources 
toward parks, facilities and programs, and for addressing future community recreational needs 
over the next ten (10) years.   
 
In September 2012, the Parks and Recreation Master Plan Steering Committee and staff began 
working with RJM Design Group, Inc., in developing the Master Plan.  RJM Design Group, Inc. 
has recently completed the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, presented the document and its 
findings to the City Council and the Parks and Recreation Commission at their joint workshop on 
February 24, 2014. The City Council and Parks and Recreation Commission received the 
presentation and public feedback, and provided comment.   
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the Parks and Recreation Commission approve the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 
 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Funding allocated to develop the Master Plan was approved at $149,914.  The project was 
budgeted in the Capital Improvement Program Reserve (068018). 
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BACKGROUND 
Over the last 10+ years, there has been such significant growth in the demand for recreation 
services in Pleasanton that it warranted a thorough assessment of facilities and services. In 
addition, the scope of recreational programming has changed so dramatically it is now defined 
not so much in terms of specific leisure activities, but in terms of meaningful experiences that 
contrast with work and school obligations, enhance personal skills and increase an awareness 
of the larger community.  
 
To address this situation, in 2011 the City Council adopted its Annual Work Plan which included 
the development of a comprehensive, city-wide Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The purpose 
of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan was to summarize themes, trends, and community 
priorities, assess available resources, review existing and anticipated demographic conditions, 
and provide strategies for parks, recreation programs and open space needs.    
 
In 2012, the City Council entered into an agreement with RJM Design Group, Inc., to prepare a 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan for the purpose of providing a realistic and visionary guide for 
the creative, orderly development and management of parks, recreation facilities and programs 
for the City, within the context of the General Plan.    
 
 
DISCUSSION 
Although there are a host of recreation providers within the City, the Master Plan focuses on the 
role the City plays in the provision of services and facilities, independently as well as in 
cooperation with other private and non-profit organizations.   
It specifically focuses on activities that the City can best support within the limitations of its 
space and resources and emphasize activities which will serve the greatest number residents 
and community priorities.  
 
The Master Plan’s findings and recommendations are based on a combination of community 
input derived from community workshops and targeted surveys and staff’s technical analysis 
and as such, in many respects, they represent community expectations and observations which 
may exceed or be different from, those developed as part of national or state recreational 
organizations.   
 
Notwithstanding this, importance has been placed on assuring the Master Plan is consistent 
with the Pleasanton General Plan 2005 to 2025 and it provides a framework for meeting its 
vision, goals, policies and programs, specifically those related to the Public Facilities and 
Community Programs, Conservation and Open Space, Community Character and Energy 
Elements.   
 
Further, this Master Plan has taken into consideration existing advance planning and other 
planning documents such as the City’s Youth Master Plan, Downtown Specific Plan, Pedestrian, 
Bicycle and Trails Master Plan, Stoneridge Drive Specific Plan Amendment/Staples Ranch, 
Bernal Property Specific Plan and other related plans.  
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As indicated in the Master Plan’s Executive Summary and Introduction, the Master Plan 
includes the following: 
 
• A comprehensive survey of existing recreation resources and a needs assessment 

developed through community outreach, a community wide telephone survey, recreation 
demand needs analysis, service area analysis, park and open space acreage analysis, a 
review of recreation trends and programming needs.  

 
• An inventory of the City’s existing recreation programs and services and recommendations 

for amended or new services. This portion of the report also reviews programs provided to 
the public through private and non-profit providers in an attempt to provide a comprehensive 
overview of recreational programs available in the community.  

 
• A review of existing recreational open space and facilities, including parks, trails, and 

buildings and recommendations regarding options for meeting current and long term needs.  
 
• A survey of potential funding sources for meeting improvement costs.  

 
 
Summary of Findings 
 
While the Master Plan’s detailed findings and recommendations are included in various sections 
of the document, the Executive Summary includes a brief overview of these for both recreational 
programming and facilities. A summary of these findings are as follows: 
 
Parkland Acreage  
The City currently has 371 acres of parkland. Using the City’s General Plan’s parkland acreage 
goal of 5 acres per 1,000 residents, and assuming a current population of 71,000, there is 
currently a surplus of 16 acres.  As a result, the City is currently exceeding its General Plan 
goal.  
 
Assuming that this standard is applied to a projected build-out population of 78,000, a future 
deficit of 19 acres would occur if no new parkland is added and the City’s population continues 
to grow as anticipated.  However, currently there are plans already under way to develop Phase 
Two on the Bernal Community Park site.  The potential for additional parkland development as a 
result of the Staples Ranch and East Side Specific Plan(s) could add even more park acreage in 
the future. As a result, both existing and overall parkland acreage is consistent with the City’s 
goals.  
 
Recreation Programs 
As an outcome of the assessment process, it is apparent that the City has done an excellent job 
of providing and maintaining parks/open spaces, facilities and programs that are well accepted 
by City residents and that successfully meet the City’s existing recreation needs in almost all 
areas. However, as with any broad City service, the Master Plan process identified opportunities 
for program service enhancements, new and/or expanded facilities, and additional maintenance 
requirements.  
 



 
Page 4 

Further, the process highlighted that evolving changes in community demographics, including 
age, nationality, and race will be combined with overall changes in recreational expectations to 
generate a demand for modified services and facilities in the future.  As such, the intent of this 
plan is to provide an effective tool for meeting these challenges.  
 
A variety of needs assessment tools were utilized to determine the type and amount of new or 
enhanced programs and services that would be beneficial now and in the future. Overall based 
on the data collected, there are no significant programming gaps of service. Notwithstanding 
this, the overall process did identify opportunities for additional programming. Some of the most 
notable opportunities for additional programming or enhancements are as follows:  
 
 Youth and Teen Programs 
 Physical Fitness, Health, and Well Being 
 Inclusion of Special Needs Populations  
 Strengthen Outdoor Recreation Opportunities 
 Cultural Arts and Community Events  
 Aquatics 
 Senior Programs  
 

In addition to reviewing recreation programming opportunities, there is a recommendation 
regarding enhanced support services which could benefit recreation programming overall.  This 
recommendation focuses on coordinated fiscal and overall planning within the City, assuring a 
well-trained and stable Community Services work force, enhanced opportunities for 
volunteerism and marketing of City resources.  Some of the most notable recommendations 
include: 
 
 Increase cooperation with local service clubs for park maintenance 
 Pursue additional public-private partnership to provide additional recreation programming 
 Evaluate opportunities to transfer management of facilities and programming to specialty 

private sector or non-profit agencies 
 Continue park facility branding and promote social media marketing 

 
Parks and Recreation Facilities 
The facility assessment includes an analysis of existing conditions and future needs and 
suggests enhancements to better meet current and future facility and program needs. As an 
outcome of that process, the Master Plan outlines specific recommendations regarding 
enhancements/expansion of existing facilities, potential for new facilities to meet current and 
anticipated future needs and improved maintenance to address some deferred maintenance 
issues.   
 
In general, the recommendations for expanded and new facilities are based largely on 
community input which reflects an overall community interest in these facilities.  Consistent with 
the overall organization of the Master Plan, the recommendations and findings related to 
facilities are listed as follows: 
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Facility Changes/Additions to Meet Existing Demand 
 One (1) Community Center  
 One (1) Large Off-leash Dog Park (over 2 acres) 
 One (1) Large Skate Park (over ½ acre) 
 Lighted Synthetic Turf, Multi-use Sports Fields 
 

Facility Changes/ Additions to Meet Anticipated Future Demand 
 One (1) Baseball Field 
 One (1) Off-leash Dog Park ( at least 1 acre) 
 One (1) Recreational Swimming Pool 
 Six (6) Lighted Tennis Courts (Two (2) constructed at the Pleasanton Tennis and 

Community Park.  Give consideration to enhanced cooperation with the PUSD regarding 
joint use of tennis courts and an option of lighting the high school tennis courts for 
meeting future needs 

 Explore opportunities to add more lighted, synthetic turf, multi-use, sports fields. The City 
may want to consider the renovation of existing City sports fields, the development of 
new community park sites suitable for accommodating sports fields, or partner with 
PUSD and/or non-profit groups to enhance existing school sites. 
 

Non-Facility Based Recommendations to Meet Current and Future Demand 
 Consolidate the operations of the Community Services Department in a single facility 
 Consider revisions to the City’s and School District’s joint use agreements for better 

utilization of facilities (tennis courts, synthetic turf sports fields) 
 Pursue additional public/private and/or public/non-profit partnerships to provide additional 

or enhanced programming 
 Emphasize opportunities for improved trail connectivity 

 
Maintenance Recommendations  
 Improved irrigation systems to improve water conservation 
 Parking lot paving improvements 
 Resurfacing of basketball courts at various parks 
 Improve trails signage at various trails  
 Add ADA compliant children play equipment 
 Add benches and picnic tables at various parks  
 Identify funds for improvements and upgrades to the Dolores Bengtson Aquatic Center 
 Identify funds to develop a renovation program for actively used facilities that display 

deferred maintenance issues or need to be updated 
 
Facility Funding and Implementation 
Due to the overall scope of the improvements outlined in the Master Plan it does not include 
specific or overall cost estimates. However, it identifies funding options which include traditional 
sources such as development impact fees, grants and development agreements with private 
developers, as well as alternative funding options including non-profit foundations, user fees, 
bonds, corporate sponsorships, adopt-a-park programs, special assessment districts.   While 
the City has had significant success with financing capital expansion and renovation, the 
recommendation in the Master Plan will require additional prioritization and an extended time 
frame for the City to complete.  
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CONCLUSION 
RJM Design Group, Inc. has recently completed the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 
presented the document and its findings to the City Council and the Parks and Recreation 
Commission at their joint workshop on February 24, 2014. The City Council and Parks and 
Recreation Commission received the presentation and public feedback, and provided comment.  
Staff is recommending that the Parks and Recreation Commission approve the Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan and forward to the City Council for their review and consideration. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTION 
Any other action as determined by the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 
Submitted by:     
 
  
  /s/  
Susan Andrade-Wax     
Community Services Director     

 
 

Attachment: 
1. Pleasanton Parks and Recreation Master Plan (Final 4-30-14); online at 

http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/pdf/PRMP-april-2014.pdf 
 

http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/pdf/PRMP-april-2014.pdf
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MEMORANDUM 
 

Date:  May 8, 2014 
 
To:  Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
From:  Susan Andrade-Wax, Director of Community Services 
 
Subject: Schedule of Upcoming Meetings and Events of Interest 
 
 

 

Date Time Meeting/Event Location 

May 5 7:00 pm Civic Arts Commission City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton 

May 6 7:00 pm City Council City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton 

May 8 7:00 pm Parks & Recreation Commission City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton 

May 14 7:00 pm Planning Commission City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton 

May 14 7:00 pm Youth Commission Operations Services Center, Remillard Conference Room 
3333 Busch Road, Pleasanton 

May 15  7:00 pm Housing Commission City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton 

May 20 7:00 pm City Council City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton 

May 21 7:00 pm Human Services Commission City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton 

May 28 7:00 pm Planning Commission City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton 

June 2 7:00 pm Civic Arts Commission City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton 

June 3 7:00 pm City Council City Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton 

June 5 6:30 pm East Pleasanton Specific Plan 
Task Force 

Operations Services Center, Remillard Conference Room 
3333 Busch Road, Pleasanton 

 

 
Civic Arts Commission – normally meets on the first Monday of each month. 
Human Services Commission – normally meets on the first Wednesday of each month. 
Parks and Recreation Commission – normally meets on the second Thursday of each month. 
Youth Commission – normally meets on the second Wednesday of each month during the school year. 
Planning Commission – normally meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month. 
Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails Committee – normally meets on the fourth Monday of each month. 
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