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Letter to the Community

Amerco Real Estate Company has the opportunity to re-develop the abandoned 
property located at 5555 Sunol Blvd. in the City of Pleasanton. The 8.38 acre site 
is in a great location and well suited for AREC's business plan. AREC currently 
offers moving equipment rentals and moving oriented sales at 3657 Old Santa 
Rita Rd. and at 4501 Pleasanton Ave. in Pleasanton. These locations have had 
great success, however iwe are looking to expand the range of services we offer 
in Pleasanton. Our proposed redevelopment of 5555 Sunol Blvd. will provide our 
customers excellent accessibility while our site design and architecture will 
enhance the aesthetics of the entire community.

As well as providing premiere storage & moving products, our sustainability 
initiative includes:

� AREC's operation of its truck sharing fleet precipitates a reduction of 
large capacity vehicles in the community, reducing CO2 and other 
greenhouse gasses. Estimates are 1,140 large capacity vehicles and 
3,692 metric tons of CO2.

� This store will sponsor a Reuse Center in connection with moves in 
and out of self-storage.  Clothing is rerouted to Family Assistance 
Ministries and Salvation Army within the community and durables are 
e-used by the facility's customers.

� This store will provide a “take-a-box / leave-a-box”  program 
encouraging customers to pass along their packing boxes at no charge 
to other customers. Nationally this program has reused 2,500,000 
boxes. AREC in Coconut Creek  will do its share.

With our business plan serving the needs and desires of the neighborhood as 
well as supporting the surrounding community, it ids our goal to coexist with our 
surrounding area, create stability in business, and have positive impacts on the 
community.

Customers are made aware of the AREC center primarily via drive-by 
awareness, much like that of a restaurant, hardware store, and many other 
retailers. Attractive imaging and brand name recognition brings in area residents, 
while providing aesthetically pleasing development to the community.

Modern building and site design for every AREC moving and storage center 
assures that the facility compliments the community it serves with architectural 
compatibility and attractive landscaping while promoting the company brand to 
insure successful economics.



AREC is deliberate about positioning our location to be of service to the City of 
Pleasanton for decades to come. For over 65 years, AREC has been recognized 
as a symbol of quality and reliability throughout the United States and Canada.

PROJECT NARRATIVE 

U-Haul has prepared this narrative  for the opportunity to receive the City of 
Pleasanton's participation and counseling in regards to zoning and land use as 
well as site development for  a  property  located at 5555  Sunol  Boulevard  in 
Pleasanton, CA.

The subject property, a former Cor-O-Van Moving Company warehouse and prior 
a distribution warehouse for the publishing firm of Harper & Row, is located on 
the  West  side  of  Sunol  Boulevard  at  Sonoma  Drive  and is currently zoned 
Industrial Park (I-P).  The property  is  approximately  8.38 Acres and has one 
existing 91,811 S.F. two story building.  The property has been vacated and is 
sitting empty.  At this time U-Haul is proposing to remodel the existing building, 
and to completely re-develop the entire site with new landscaping, parking and 
driveways,  and loading docks.   This location will  offer climate controlled self-
storage, with accessory moving oriented retail sales,  truck & trailer rentals, and 
covered RV storage.

The building itself  will  receive a new exterior treatment to improve the overall 
aesthetics and to provide some limited increase in visibility from an advertising 
capacity perspective. A limited number of new openings will be proposed on the 
East elevation to allow for storefront windows to showcase our product, provide 
better  visibility,  and to  reduce the impression  of  the  building  as a  monolithic 
industrial box. Accent color bands and signage will be introduced to enliven the 
existing  drab  exterior.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  reduce  the  industrial 
appearance by breaking up the massiveness and articulating the fenestration. 
Exterior elevations and a full colored rendering will be submitted as part of the 
overall design review application.

The  site  will  be  improved  by  the  addition  of  new landscaping  materials  and 
signage. Existing landscaping will be trimmed and pruned in accordance with an 
approved tree report in order to provide better visibility for security purposes and 
to improve the overall appearance of the site. New interior circulation drives will 
be added to facilitate movement within the site, connecting the existing driveways 
for better security and fire protection, and reducing number of vehicles entering 
and exiting the right-of-way.  A new shunting area will  be provided for on-site 
stacking  of  rental  vehicles  with  permeable  paving  to  allow  rain  water  to  be 
biofiltered and to replenish groundwater. New grading plans and landscape plans 
will be submitted as part of the overall design review application.



A covered RV storage area is proposed for the Northwest portion of the property 
to  allow  residents  the  opportunity  to  store  their  motorhomes,  boats,  and 
miscellaneous trailers in a secure area, protected from the elements, and out of 
sight  from  the  surrounding  community.  Covered  RV  storage  will  reduce  the 
number of  complaints  of  unauthorized  RV storage  within  neighborhoods,  and 
provide a valuable service to residents of the community. The RV storage area 
will  be  buffered  from view  of  the  adjacent  residential  areas  by  existing  lush 
vegetation and the significant change in grade as well as distance.

The  proposed  use  as  a  self  storage  facility  greatly  reduces  the  impact  on 
adjacent neighborhoods. The prior allowed conditional use imposed significant 
noise, air quality, and aesthetic impacts on the neighbors such as diesel engine 
idling, heavy vehicles loading and unloading, and industrial processes such as 
refrigeration compressors humming at all hours. U-Haul facilities feature smaller 
and quieter energy efficient gasoline powered equipment, much lower volume of 
traffic,  and our  building mechanical  equipment  is  significantly  quieter  than an 
industrial refrigeration system.

With careful  site  design  and  modern  construction  methods,  this  property  will 
reinvigorate  an  existing  property,  improve  the  aesthetics  and  property  value 
along the Sunol Boulevard corridor, and provide a much needed service to the 
community at large. We feel that U-Haul is an excellent use for the property and 
the expansion of services would be an asset to the community.

There are proven benefits for allowing self storage facilities in communities:

• Self storage facilities are quiet

• They provide an excellent buffer between land use zones

• They create very little traffic

• They have little impact on utilities

• They have no impact on schools

• They provide a good tax revenue

• They provide a community service
 

U-Haul moving and storage are convenience businesses.  Our philosophy is to 
place centers in high growth residential areas, where we fill a need for our 
products and services.  Customers are made aware of the U-Haul center, 
primarily via drive-by awareness, much like that of a convenience store, 
restaurant or hardware store. Attractive imaging and brand name recognition 
bring in area residents — by our measures, those who live within a four-mile 
radius of the center.

Custom site design for every U-Haul moving and storage center assures that 
the facility compliments the community it serves by architectural compatibility 
and attractive landscaping.  Adherence to community objectives is key, so that 



the U-Haul moving and storage center is a neighborhood asset, and is 
assured of economic success.

U-Haul looks forward to working with the City of Pleasanton and we look forward 
to your consideration of the conceptual plan that we have to expand our services. 
Please provide us with your feedback and any comments you may have.

ABOUT U-HAUL

Since 1945, U-Haul has been serving do-it-yourself movers and their 
households. Like many other successful ventures, the concept for U-Haul was 
generated out of need. After World War II, there existed the widespread need for 
do-it-yourself moving equipment that would be available on a one-way, 
nationwide basis. U-Haul co-founders L.S. "Sam" Shoen and his wife, Anna Mary 
Carty Shoen, recognized that need and acted upon it. Their visionary approach 
spread the cost of ownership among many users, facilitating the mobility of the 
populations of the U.S. and Canada. The covered wagon of the pioneers 
morphed into orange U-Haul trailers. In the process, an industry was born.  

Since 1945, U-Haul has been the choice for the do-it-yourself mover. U-Haul 
customers' patronage has enabled the Company to maintain the largest rental 
fleet in the do-it-yourself moving industry which includes trucks, trailers and 
towing devices. U-Haul also offers storage throughout North America. The 
Company provides industry leading moving and storage boxes and an extended 
line of packing supplies to protect customer possessions. U-Haul is the 
consumer’s number one choice as the largest installer of permanent trailer 
hitches in the automotive aftermarket. The Company supplies alternative-fuel for 
vehicles and backyard grills as one of the nation’s largest retailers of propane.

THE U-HAUL MOVING AND STORAGE FACILITY

U-Haul moving and storage centers characteristically serve the do-it-yourself 
household customer.  In a typical day at U-Haul, the center will be staffed with a 
general manager and two to three customer service representatives.  Families 
will generally arrive in their own automobiles, enter the showroom and may 
choose from a variety of products and services offered there.  

� Families typically use U-Haul self-storage facilities to store furniture, 
household goods, sporting equipment or holiday decorations.  Often 
prompted by moving to a smaller home, combining households or 
clearing away clutter to prepare a home for sale, storage customers 
will typically rent a room for a period of two months to one year.     



� U-Haul moving and storage centers also rent trucks and trailers for 
household moving, either in-town or across country.

� Families who need packing supplies in advance of a move or to ship 
personal packages can choose from a variety of retail sales items, 
including cartons, tape and packing materials.  

� Families who tow U-Haul trailers, boats or recreational trailers can 
select and have installed the hitch and towing packages which best 
meet their needs.  

� Moving and storage are synergistic businesses. Over half of our 
storage customers tell us they used U-Haul storage because of a 
household move.  Customers will typically rent U-Haul equipment or 
use their personal vehicle to approach the loading area and enter the 
building through the singular customer access.  All new storage 
facilities are designed with interior storage room access, giving the 
customer the added value of increased security, and the community 
the benefit of a more aesthetically pleasing exterior.

SIGNIFICANT POLICIES & FEATURES:

� Hours of Operation: 
Mon. - Thurs. 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Fri. 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sat. 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Sun. 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

� All U-Haul storage customers are issued a card-swipe style 
identification card which must be used to gain access to their room. 
This is but one of many security policies which protect the customer’s 
belongings and decrease the ability of unauthorized access to the 
facility.

� As  a  service  to  the  community,  a limited number of “executive class” 
storage customers are able to purchase extended or 24-hour access.

� It is against U-Haul's policy for any business to be operated from a U-Haul 
storage room.

� Customers who wish to use the on-site dumpsters for disposing of 
refuse must gain permission to do so, and are assessed an additional 
fee. There is no access for the general public to utilize on-site waste 
disposal. Our dumpsters are typically located inside our building to 
eliminate unauthorized dumping.



� Items which may not be stored in our facilities include: chemicals, 
flammables, and paints.

� U-Haul facilities are protected by video surveillance.

� U-Haul moving and storage centers are non-smoking facilities.

� U-Haul facilities are designed to fully  A.D.A. compliant.  We  provide 
added service and assistance to our customers with disabilities.

� U-Haul anticipates there will be 20 to 25 pieces of rental equipment 
available at this facility. The inventory is revolving and dynamic to meet 
the needs of the community.

� U-Haul  maintains our rental fleet and equipment at a network of 
authorized shops at other locations. Service at this location would be 
limited to safety checks and replacement of lights and wiring.

� U-Haul provides trailer hitch and wiring installation for our customers. 
These are prefabricated bolt-on or plug-in aftermarket accessories. No 
other alterations to customer vehicles will be performed at this facility. 

AERIAL VIEW



PROPOSED SITE PLAN

PROPOSED ELEVATIONS



CONCLUSION

U-Haul's plan for the reuse of the property at 5555 Sunol Boulevard will be a 
good addition to the community of Pleasanton. We will improve the aesthetics as 
compared to the existing vacant structure. We will reduce or eliminate the 
negative side effects of the previous industrial processes and traffic. We will 
provide a valuable and necessary service to the community. 

U-Haul's proposed facility at 5555 Sunol Boulevard will not result in conflicts 
pertaining to noise, odor, or other factors. We  respectfully request that the 
Planning Commision support our application to reuse the property in question.
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Introduction and Overview 
U-Haul Construction Department is planning to redevelop the property at 5555 Sunol Blvd. in 
Pleasanton, CA.  Current site use is a large unused building with several paved areas for parking 
and access to a loading dock.  HortScience, Inc. was asked to prepare an Arborist Report for the 
site as part of the development application to the City of Pleasanton. This report is preliminary in 
nature because accurate tree trunk locations were not available at the time of our review of site 
plans. 
 
This report provides the following information: 

1. An evaluation of the health and structural condition of the trees within the proposed 
project area based on a visual inspection from the ground. 

2. A preliminary assessment of the development impacts to the trees based on the drawings 
provided by the client. 

3. An appraisal value of the trees according to the procedures described in the Guide for 
Plant Appraisal (Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers). 

4. Guidelines for tree preservation during the design, construction and maintenance phases 
of development. 

 
 
Tree Assessment Methods 
Trees were assessed on June 13, 2013.  The survey included trees 6” in diameter and greater, 
located within the proposed project area.  Trees located offsite that were either near the proposed 
project or had canopies extending over the site were included.  The assessment procedure 
consisted of the following steps: 

 
1. Identifying the tree as to species; 

2. Tagging each tree with an identifying number and recording its location on a map; 

3. Measuring the trunk diameter at a point 4.5’ above grade; 

4. Evaluating the health and structural condition using a scale of 1 – 5: 

5 - A healthy, vigorous tree, reasonably free of signs and symptoms of disease, with 
good structure and form typical of the species. 

4 - Tree with slight decline in vigor, small amount of twig dieback, minor structural 
defects that could be corrected. 

3 - Tree with moderate vigor, moderate twig and small branch dieback, thinning of 
crown, poor leaf color, moderate structural defects that might be mitigated with 
regular care. 

2 - Tree in decline, epicormic growth, extensive dieback of medium to large 
branches, significant structural defects that cannot be abated. 

1 - Tree in severe decline, dieback of scaffold branches and/or trunk; most of foliage 
from epicormics; extensive structural defects that cannot be abated. 

5. Rating the suitability for preservation as ”high”, “moderate” or “low”.  Suitability for 
preservation considers the health, age and structural condition of the tree, and its 
potential to remain an asset to the site for years to come.  
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High: Trees with good health and structural stability that have the potential 
for longevity at the site. 

Moderate: Trees with somewhat declining health and/or structural defects than 
can be abated with treatment.  The tree will require more intense 
management and monitoring, and may have shorter life span than 
those in ‘good’ category. 

Low: Tree in poor health or with significant structural defects that cannot 
be mitigated.  Tree is expected to continue to decline, regardless of 
treatment.  The species or individual may have characteristics that 
are undesirable for landscapes, and generally are unsuited for use 
areas. 

 
City of Pleasanton Urban Tree Protection Requirements 
The Pleasanton Municipal Code Chapter 17.16 controls the removal and preservation of Heritage 
trees within the city.  Heritage trees are defined as: 

1. Any single-trunked tree with a circumference of 55 inches or more measured four and 
one-half feet above ground level; 

2. Any multi-trunked tree of which the two largest trunks have a circumference of 55 inches 
(18 inches diameter) or more measured four and one-half feet above ground level; 

3. Any tree 35 feet or more in height; 
4. Any tree of particular historical significance specifically designated by official action; 
5. A stand of trees, the nature of which makes each dependent upon the other for survival or 

the area’s natural beauty. 
 
Heritage trees may not be removed, destroyed or disfigured without a permit.  
 
Description of Trees 
Seventy-eight (78) trees, representing eleven (11) species, were evaluated (Table 1).  
Descriptions of each tree are found in the Tree Assessment Form and approximate locations are 
plotted on the Tree Assessment Map (see Attachments).  
 

Table 1.  Condition ratings and frequency of occurrence of trees 
5555 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton, CA 

 
Common name Scientific name Condition  
  Poor Fair Good Total 
    (1-2) (3) (4-5)   
      European white birch Betula pendula - 1 - 1 
Blue gum Eucalyptus globulus - 1 1 2 
Dwarf blue gum Eucalyptus globulus 

compacta 
2 11 7 20 

Modesto ash Fraxinus velutina - 1 - 1 
Honey locust Gleditsia triacanthos - 2 2 4 
Calif. black walnut Juglans californica - 1 - 1 
Hollywood juniper Juniperus chinensis 

'Torulosa' 
- 1 - 1 

Crape myrtle Lagerstroemia indica - - 1 1 
Monterey pine Pinus radiata - 1 - 1 
Coast live oak Quercus agrifolia - 3 2 5 
Valley oak Quercus lobata 1 10 11 22 
Coast redwood Sequoia sempervirens 1 1 17 19 
Total  4 33 41 78 
Percent of population 5% 42% 53% 100% 
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Photo 2: Dwarf and non-dwarf blue gum 
eucalyptus growing along the eastern 
property boundary. 

Photo 3: Coast redwoods lining the 
western boundary of the property from 
Parcel 2 on the east. 

 
Valley oak was the most common species present, 
with 22 trees (28% of the population). All were in 
good or fair condition except for #55 which had 
failed in the past. Trees were generally small 
(average 11 inches in trunk diameter) and densely 
spaced in the northwestern section of the property.  
There were five Heritage valley oaks:   #32, 44, 47, 
48  and 78.  The other California native species 
(redwoods, coast live oaks, black walnut, and 
Monterey pine) were mixed with the valley oaks in 
the northwestern section of the property (Photo 1).   
  
Dwarf blue gum eucalyptus was the second most 
common species with 20 trees (26% of the 
population).  All but one was a Heritage tree. As is 
characteristic of the species, they tended to have 
many attachments at three feet and were sprouting 
at the base.  All eucalyptus were growing on the 
northern property boundary and appeared to be 
under water stress (Photo 2).  The eucalyptus were 
mostly in fair to good condition, except for #8 and 
#15 which had large amounts of dead branches. 
 
Coast redwood was another species present in 
large numbers with 19 trees (24% of the 
population), 11 of which were Heritage trees.  The 
redwoods were located along the western property 
boundary (Photo 3) and mixed with the oaks in the 
northwestern section.  Redwoods tended to be 
semi-mature with an average diameter of 15 
inches.  The redwoods were in very good condition 
with good form; only one tree was declining (#42).  
 
Five small coast live oaks were present in grouping 
within the valley oak stand.  These trees were all in 
good to fair condition and had multiple attachments. 
Two (#49, 51) were classified as Heritage trees. 
 
Four honey locusts in good to fair condition bordered 
the southeast parking lot.  These trees had multiple 
attachments and averaged 11 inches in diameter. 
 
The remaining species each had one individual and 
included the following: 

• A European white birch of fair condition in 
the front landscape. 

• A large Modesto ash of moderate condition 
bordering the southeast parking lot 

• A Hollywood juniper and a crape myrtle also 
bordered the southeast parking lot. 

• A Monterey pine and a California black 
walnut marked the transition from 
ornamental dominated landscape in front to a native dominated landscape behind the 
building.   

Photo 1: Looking northwest from open 
field (Parcel 2), native oaks were mixed 
with several species including redwoods, 
and black walnut. 
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Twenty-eight of the trees – valley oaks, coast live oaks, and California black walnuts – appeared 
to be naturally occurring at the site.  The remainder trees were planted. 
 
A total of 41 of the trees (52%) evaluated qualified as Heritage trees.  Heritage status of individual 
trees is provided in the Tree Assessment Form. 
 
 
Suitability for Preservation 
Before evaluating the impacts that will occur during development, it is important to consider the 
quality of the tree resource itself, and the potential for individual trees to function well over an 
extended length of time.  Trees that are preserved on development sites must be carefully 
selected to make sure that they may survive development impacts, adapt to a new environment 
and perform well in the landscape.   
 
Our goal is to identify trees that have the potential for long-term health, structural stability and 
longevity.  For trees growing in open fields, away from areas where people and property are 
present, structural defects and/or poor health presents a low risk of damage or injury if they fail.  
However, we must be concerned about safety in use areas.  Therefore, where development 
encroaches into existing plantings, we must consider their structural stability as well as their 
potential to grow and thrive in a new environment.  Where development will not occur, the normal 
life cycles of decline, structural failure and death should be allowed to continue.  
 
Evaluation of suitability for preservation considers several factors: 
 

• Tree health 
 Healthy, vigorous trees are better able to tolerate impacts such as root injury, demolition 

of existing structures, changes in soil grade and moisture, and soil compaction than are 
non-vigorous trees.  The hackberry and pear trees with dead and dying branches so not 
have adequate health to respond and recover from site changes. 

 
• Structural integrity 

 Trees with significant amounts of wood decay and other structural defects that cannot be 
corrected are likely to fail.  Such trees should not be preserved in areas where damage to 
people or property is likely.  Blue gum eucalyptus with a history of branch failure is likely to 
experience future branch failures. 

 
• Species response 

 There is a wide variation in the response of individual species to construction impacts and 
changes in the environment.  In general, coast redwoods are relatively tolerant of 
construction impacts and site changes while valley oak? is intolerant of site disturbance. 

 
• Tree age and longevity 

 Old trees, while having significant emotional and aesthetic appeal, have limited 
physiological capacity to adjust to an altered environment.  Young trees are better able to 
generate new tissue and respond to change. 

 
• Species invasiveness 

Species that spread across a site and displace desired vegetation are not always 
appropriate for retention.  This is particularly true when indigenous species are displaced.  
The California Invasive Plant Inventory Database (http://www.cal-ipc.org/paf/) lists species 
identified as being invasive.  Pleasanton is part of the Central West Floristic Province.  
Blue gum eucalyptus is listed as having a moderate invasiveness rating. 

 

http://www.cal-ipc.org/paf/


Preliminary Arborist Report, 5555 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton, CA HortScience, Inc. 
June 14, 2013 Page  5 
 

Each tree was rated for suitability for preservation based upon its age, health, structural condition 
and ability to safely coexist within a development environment (see Tree Assessment in 
Appendix, and Table 2).  We consider trees with good suitability for preservation to be the best 
candidates for preservation.  We do not recommend retention of trees with poor suitability for 
preservation in areas where people or property will be present.  Retention of trees with moderate 
suitability for preservation depends upon the intensity of proposed site changes. 
 

 
Table 2:  Tree suitability for preservation 

5555 Sunol Blvd., Pleasanton, CA. 
 

     High These are trees with good health and structural stability that have the 
potential for longevity at the site.  Thirty-two trees were in this category 

 
 
Moderate Trees in this category have fair health and/or structural defects that may be 

abated with treatment.  These trees require more intense management and 
monitoring, and may have shorter life-spans than those in the “high” category.  
Thirty-eight trees were in this category. 

  
 
        Low Trees in this category are in poor health or have significant defects in 

structure that cannot be abated with treatment.  These trees can be expected 
to decline regardless of management.  The species or individual tree may 
possess either characteristics that are undesirable in landscape settings or 
be unsuited for use areas.  Eight trees had low suitability for preservation. 

 

Common name Scientific name 
Suitability for 
preservation No. of 

  
Low Moderate High trees 

    
    European white birch Betula pendula - 1 - 1 

Blue gum Eucalyptus globulus - 2 - 2 
Dwarf blue gum Eucalyptus globulus compacta 5 15 - 20 
Modesto ash Fraxinus velutina 1 - - 1 
Honey locust Gleditsia triacanthos - 2 2 4 
Calif. black walnut Juglans californica 1 - - 1 
Hollywood juniper Juniperus chinensis 'Torulosa' - 1 - 1 
Crape myrtle Lagerstroemia indica - - 1 1 
Monterey pine Pinus radiata - 1 - 1 
Coast live oak Quercus agrifolia - 4 1 5 
Valley oak Quercus lobata 1 11 10 22 
Coast redwood Sequoia sempervirens - 1 18 19 
Total 

 
8 38 32 78 
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Evaluation of Impacts and Recommendations for Preservation 
Appropriate tree retention develops a practical match between the location and intensity of 
construction activities and the quality and health of trees.  The Tree Assessment was the 
reference point for tree condition and quality.  Potential impacts from redevelopment of the site 
were evaluated using the Site Plan provided by Preliminary Grading and Drainage Plan (6/12/13) 
by AMERCO Real Estate Company.   
 
The plans indicated that the existing building footprint will remain.  Parcel 2 on the west half of the 
property and the existing drive aisles and parking areas on the north and east sides of Parcel 1 
will be re-graded and paved.  Bioretention, landscape, and porous paved areas are included in the 
design.  
 
Accurate tree trunk locations were not available at the time of our review, so our assessment of 
impacts to trees is preliminary.  It appears that regarding along the northern portion of the site will 
require removal of 32 trees, eight of which are Heritage trees (Table 3).  Six trees appear to be 
near the limits of grading and it may be possible to retain them, depending on their exact trunk 
location.  It appears that 40 trees can be preserved, including 33 Heritage trees, although we 
recommend removing two of the dwarf blue gum trees (#8, 15) due to poor condition.   
 
Preservation of the trees is predicated on the construction impacts being within the tolerances of 
the trees and on the implementation of specific recommendations in the Tree Preservation 
Guidelines.  Specific tree root and crown impacts near the limits of grading should be evaluated 
when construction plans are available.  Depending on the extent of impact, additional trees may 
be recommended for removal. 
 
 

Table 3:  Preliminary Assessment of Retention of Trees at 5555 Sunol Blvd. 
 

Tree # Species Trunk 
Diameter 

(in.) 

Heritage? Suitability 
for 

Preservation 

        Disposition 

      
1 Modesto ash 27 Yes Low Remove; within paved area 
2 Honey locust 7 No High Remove; within paved area 
3 Honey locust 13 No High Remove; within paved area 
4 Hollywood 

juniper 
16 No Moderate Remove; within paved area 

5 Honey locust 8 No Moderate Remove; within paved area 
6 Honey locust 16 No Moderate Remove; within paved area 
7 Compact 

blue gum 
49 Yes Moderate Preserve 

8 Compact 
blue gum 

16,12,10,9,7 Yes Low Remove; poor condition 

9 Compact 
blue gum 

13,10,7 Yes Low Preserve 

10 Blue gum 40 Yes Moderate Preserve 
11 Compact 

blue gum 
16,12,10,9 Yes Moderate Preserve 

12 Compact 
blue gum 

25,16,15,13,10 Yes Moderate Preserve 

13 Compact 
blue gum 

16,16,8 Yes Moderate Preserve 
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Tree # Species Trunk 
Diameter 

(in.) 

Heritage? Suitability 
for 

Preservation 

        Disposition 

      
14 Compact 

blue gum 
17,6,3 Yes Moderate Preserve 

15 Compact 
blue gum 

7,5,5,3,3 No Low Remove; poor condition 

16 Compact 
blue gum 

12,9,9,7 Yes Moderate Preserve 

17 Compact 
blue gum 

18,16,9.7 Yes Moderate Preserve 

18 Compact 
blue gum 

18,9,8 Yes Low Preserve 

19 Compact 
blue gum 

19,19,9 Yes Moderate Preserve 

20 Compact 
blue gum 

16.11,9,7 Yes Moderate Preserve 

21 Compact 
blue gum 

18,16,14,7 Yes Moderate Preserve 

22 Compact 
blue gum 

23,12,11,10 Yes Moderate Preserve 

23 Compact 
blue gum 

40 Yes Moderate Preserve 

24 Compact 
blue gum 

17,6 Yes Low Preserve 

25 Compact 
blue gum 

17,12,9,8 Yes Moderate Preserve 

26 Blue gum 34 Yes Moderate Preserve 
27 Compact 

blue gum 
12,8,7,7 Yes Moderate Preserve 

28 Compact 
blue gum 

38 Yes Moderate Preserve 

29 Valley oak 15 No Moderate Preserve; accurately locate 
trunk 

30 Valley oak 16 No High Preserve; accurately locate 
trunk 

31 Valley oak 12 No High Preserve; accurately locate 
trunk 

32 Valley oak 16,13 Yes High Preserve; accurately locate 
trunk 

33 Valley oak 9 No Moderate Preserve; accurately locate 
trunk 

34 Valley oak 9,8,5 No Moderate Remove; within graded 
area 

35 Calif. black 
walnut 

8 No Low Remove; within graded 
area 

36 Coast 
redwood 

26 Yes High Remove; within graded 
area 

39 Monterey 
pine 

20 Yes Moderate Remove; within graded 
area 
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Tree # Species Trunk 
Diameter 

(in.) 

Heritage? Suitability 
for 

Preservation 

        Disposition 

      
40 Coast 

redwood 
12 No High Remove; within graded 

area 
41 Coast 

redwood 
16 No High Remove; within graded 

area 
42 Coast 

redwood 
13,5 Yes High Remove; within graded 

area 
44 Valley oak 12,12,10,9,8,7 Yes High Remove; within graded 

area 
45 Valley oak 17 No High Preserve; accurately locate 

trunk 
46 Valley oak 10 No High Preserve; accurately locate 

trunk 
47 Valley oak 22 Yes High Preserve 
48 Valley oak 19 Yes High Preserve 
49 Coast live 

oak 
10,8 Yes Moderate Remove; within graded 

area 
50 Coast live 

oak 
8,6 No Moderate Remove; within graded 

area 
51 Coast live 

oak 
12,9,8,3 Yes High Remove; within graded 

area 
52 Valley oak 9 No Moderate Remove; within graded 

area 
53 Valley oak 6,3,1 No Moderate Remove; within graded 

area 
54 Valley oak 13 No High Remove; within graded 

area 
55 Valley oak  6 No Low Remove; within graded 

area 
57 Coast 

redwood 
15 No High Remove; within graded 

area 
58 Coast 

redwood 
15 No High Possibly preserve; 

accurately locate trunk 
59 Coast 

redwood 
12 No High Possibly preserve; 

accurately locate trunk 
60 Coast 

redwood 
16 No High Possibly preserve; 

accurately locate trunk 
61 Coast 

redwood 
15,8 Yes High Possibly preserve; 

accurately locate trunk 
62 Coast 

redwood 
19 Yes High Preserve; accurately locate 

trunk 
63 Coast 

redwood 
16 Yes High Preserve; accurately locate 

trunk 
64 Coast 

redwood 
16 Yes High Preserve; accurately locate 

trunk 
65 Coast 

redwood 
13 Yes High Preserve; accurately locate 

trunk 
66 Coast 

redwood 
16 Yes High Preserve; accurately locate 

trunk 
67 Coast 

redwood 
17 Yes High Preserve; accurately locate 

trunk 
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Tree # Species Trunk 
Diameter 

(in.) 

Heritage? Suitability 
for 

Preservation 

        Disposition 

      
70 Valley oak 6 No Moderate Remove; within graded 

area 
71 Valley oak 7 No Moderate Remove; within graded 

area 
72 Valley oak 9 No Moderate Possibly preserve; 

accurately locate trunk 
73 Valley oak 7 No Moderate Remove; within graded 

area 
74 Valley oak 8 No High Preserve 
75 Coast live 

oak 
7 No Moderate Preserve 

76 Valley oak 7 No Moderate Remove; within graded 
area 

77 Coast live 
oak 

9 No Moderate Remove; within graded 
area 

78 Valley oak 11 Yes Moderate Remove; within graded 
area 

79 Coast 
redwood 

11 Yes High Remove; within graded 
area 

80 Coast 
redwood 

10 Yes Moderate Preserve; accurately locate 
trunk 

81 Coast 
redwood 

6 No High Possibly preserve; 
accurately locate trunk 

82 Coast 
redwood 

11 No High Remove; within graded 
area 

83 Crape myrtle multi stems No High Remove; within paved area 

84 European 
white birch 

13 No Moderate Remove; within paved area 
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Tree Preservation Guidelines 
The goal of tree preservation is not merely tree survival during development but maintenance of 
tree health and beauty for many years.  Trees retained on sites that are either subject to extensive 
injury during construction or are inadequately maintained become a liability rather than an asset.  
The response of individual trees depends on the amount of excavation and grading, care with 
which demolition is undertaken, and construction methods.  Coordinating any construction activity 
inside the TREE PROTECTION ZONE can minimize these impacts. 
 
The following recommendations will help reduce impacts to trees from development and maintain 
and improve their health and vitality through the clearing, grading and construction phases. 
 
Design recommendations 

1. Any changes to the plans affecting the trees should be reviewed by the consulting arborist 
with regard to tree impacts.  These include, but are not limited to, site plans, improvement 
plans, utility and drainage plans, grading plans, landscape and irrigation plans, and 
demolition plans. 

 
2. TREE PROTECTION ZONE shall be established around each tree.  No grading, excavation, 

construction or storage of materials shall occur within that zone.  No underground 
services including utilities, sub-drains, water or sewer shall be placed in the TREE 
PROTECTION ZONE.  Spoil from trench, footing, utility or other excavation shall not be 
placed within the TREE PROTECTION ZONE, either temporarily nor permanently.  The limits 
of the TREE PROTECTION ZONE will be adjusted following review of grading and 
construction plans.  For design purposes, the TREE PROTECTION ZONE trees shall be 
defined as the tree dripline. 

 
3. Tree Preservation Notes, prepared by the Consulting Arborist, should be included on all 

plans.  
 

4. Any herbicides placed under paving materials must be safe for use around trees and 
labeled for that use. 

 
5. Irrigation systems must be designed so that no trenching that severs roots larger than 1” 

diameter will occur within the TREE PROTECTION ZONE. 
 
6. As trees withdraw water from the soil, expansive soils may shrink within the root area.  

Therefore, foundations, footings and pavements on expansive soils near trees should be 
designed to withstand differential displacement. 

 
Pre-construction treatments and recommendations 

1. The construction superintendent shall meet with the Consulting Arborist before beginning 
work to discuss work procedures and tree protection. 

 
2. Fence all trees to be retained to completely enclose the TREE PROTECTION ZONE prior to 

demolition, grubbing or grading.  Fences shall be 6 ft. chain link or equivalent as approved 
by the City.  Fences are to remain until all grading and construction is completed.  Where 
demolition must occur close to trees, such as removing curb and pavement, install trunk 
protection devices such as winding silt sock wattling around trunks or stacking hay bales 
around tree trunks.  

 
3. Prune trees to be preserved to clean the crown of dead branches 2” and larger in 

diameter, raise canopies as needed for construction activities, and reduce weight on 
weak attachments.  All pruning shall be done by a State of California Licensed Tree 
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Contractor (C61/D49).  All pruning shall be done by Certified Arborist or Certified Tree 
Worker in accordance with the Best Management Practices for Pruning (International 
Society of Arboriculture, 2002) and adhere to the most recent editions of the American 
National Standard for Tree Care Operations (Z133.1) and Pruning (A300).  The 
Consulting Arborist will provide pruning specifications prior to site demolition. 

 
4. Tree(s) to be removed that have branches extending into the canopy of tree(s) to remain 

shall be removed by a Certified Arborist or Certified Tree Worker and not by the 
demolition contractor.  The Certified Arborist or Certified Tree Worker shall remove the 
trees in a manner that causes no damage to the tree(s) and understory to remain. 

 
Recommendations for tree protection during construction 

1. Any approved grading, construction, demolition or other work within the TREE PROTECTION 
ZONE should be monitored by the Consulting Arborist.   

 
2. All contractors shall conduct operations in a manner that will prevent damage to trees to 

be preserved. 
 

3. Tree protection devices are to remain until all site work has been completed within the 
work are.  Fences or other protection devices may not be relocated or removed without 
permission of the Project Arborist.   

 
4. Construction trailers, traffic and storage areas must remain outside TREE PROTECTION 

ZONE at all times. 
 
5. Any root pruning required for construction purposes shall receive the prior approval of and 

be supervised by the Project Arborist.  Roots should be cut with a saw to provide a flat 
and smooth cut. Removal of roots larger than 2” in diameter should be avoided. 

 
6. If roots 2” and greater in diameter are encountered and during site work must be cut to 

complete the construction, the Project Arborist must be consulted to evaluate effects on 
the health and stability of the tree and recommend treatment. 

 
7. All grading within the dripline of trees shall be done using the smallest equipment 

possible.  The equipment shall operate perpendicular to the tree and operate from outside 
the TREE PROTECTION ZONE.  Any modifications must be approved and monitored by the 
Consulting Arborist. 

 
8. Redwoods require regular, frequent irrigation. If irrigation systems are not operable during 

construction, provisions must be made to provide adequate irrigation by other means. 
Supplemental irrigation shall be applied as determined by the Consulting Arborist. 

 
9. If injury should occur to any tree during construction, it should be evaluated as soon as 

possible by the Consulting Arborist so that appropriate treatments can be applied. 
 

10. No excess soil, chemicals, debris, equipment or other materials shall be dumped or 
stored within the TREE PROTECTION ZONE. 

 
11. Any additional tree pruning needed for clearance during construction must be performed 

by a Certified Arborist and not by construction personnel. 
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Maintenance of impacted trees 
Trees preserved at the Anton Hacienda site will experience the physical environment different 
from that pre-development.  As a result, tree health and structural stability should be monitored.  
Occasional pruning, fertilization, mulch, pest management, replanting and irrigation may be 
required.  In addition, monitoring tree health and structural stability following construction must be 
made a priority.  As trees age, the likelihood of failure of branches or entire trees increases.  
Therefore, it is recommended that the property owner have the trees inspected annually for 
hazard potential. 
 
 
 
HortScience, Inc. 
 

 
 
 
 

Nelda Matheny 
Register Consulting Arborist #243 
Board Certified Master Arborist #WE-0195B 
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AMERCO Real Estate 
 
Tree locations and canopy are  
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e Survey   

TREE SPECIES TRUNK HERITAGE CONDITION SUITABILITY COMMENTS
No. DIAMETER TREE? 1=Poor FOR

(inches) 5=Excellent PRESERVATION

1 Modesto ash 27 Yes 3 Low Multiple attachments at 8'; dieback; 
extensive surface roots.

2 Honey locust 7 No 4 High Multiple attachments at 7'.
3 Honey locust 13 No 4 High Multiple attachments at 8'.
4 Hollywood juniper 16 No 3 Moderate Pruned on building side; crown to W.
5 Honey locust 8 No 3 Moderate Multiple attachments at 7'; dieback.
6 Honey locust 16 No 3 Moderate Trunk divides at 6'; dieback.
7 Compact blue gum 49 Yes 3 Moderate Crown pruned to clear utility lines; 

multiple attachments at 8'.
8 Compact blue gum 16,12,10,9,7 Yes 2 Low Dieback in crown; multiple attachments 

at 4'.
9 Compact blue gum 13 10 7 Yes 3 Low Dieback in crown; multiple attachments

Tree Assessment   5555 Sunol Boulevard
Pleasanton, CA
June 2013

9 Compact blue gum 13,10,7 Yes 3 Low Dieback in crown; multiple attachments 
at base.

10 Blue gum 40 Yes 3 Moderate Codominant at 12'; thin crown.
11 Compact blue gum 16,12,10,9 Yes 3 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3'; crowded by 

#12.
12 Compact blue gum 25,16,15,13,10 Yes 3 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3'.

13 Compact blue gum 16,16,8 Yes 4 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3'.
14 Compact blue gum 17,6,3 No 3 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3'; thin crown.
15 Compact blue gum 7,5,5,3,3 No 1 Low Multiple attachments at 3'; all but dead.

16 Compact blue gum 12,9,9,7 Yes 3 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3'; very dry.
17 Compact blue gum 18,16,9.7 Yes 4 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3'; sprouts at 

base.
18 Compact blue gum 18,9,8 Yes 3 Low Leans north; thin crown.
19 Compact blue gum 19,19,9 Yes 4 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3' with narrow 

attachments.
20 Compact blue gum 16.11,9,7 Yes 4 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3'; sprouts at 

base.
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TREE SPECIES TRUNK HERITAGE CONDITION SUITABILITY COMMENTS
No. DIAMETER TREE? 1=Poor FOR

(inches) 5=Excellent PRESERVATION

Tree Assessment   5555 Sunol Boulevard
Pleasanton, CA
June 2013

21 Compact blue gum 18,16,14,7 Yes 4 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3'; crowded by 
#22.

22 Compact blue gum 23,12,11,10 Yes 4 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3'; upright 
narrow form.

23 Compact blue gum 40 Yes 3 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3'.
24 Compact blue gum 17,6 Yes 3 Low Leaning trunk.
25 Compact blue gum 17,12,9,8 Yes 3 Moderate Multiple attachments at 3'.
26 Blue gum 34 Yes 4 Moderate Codominant at 5'; narrow form.
27 Compact blue gum 12,8,7,7 No 3 Moderate Suppressed crown; multiple 

attachments at 4'.
28 Compact blue gum 38 Yes 5 Moderate Multiple attachments at 5'; full crown.
29 Valley oak 15 No 3 Moderate Crown leans east; codominant at 5'29 Valley oak 15 No 3 Moderate Crown leans east; codominant at 5 .
30 Valley oak 16 No 4 High Interior twig dieback; epicormic growth.

31 Valley oak 12 No 4 High Interior twig dieback; multiple 
attachments at 5'.

32 Valley oak 16,13 Yes 4 High Trunk divides at 4'; 13" stem bows to 
SW.

33 Valley oak 9 No 3 Moderate High crown to W.
34 Valley oak 9,8,5 No 3 Moderate Multiple attachments at base; seam in 

attachment; full crown.
35 Calif. black walnut 8 No 3 Low Multiple attachments at 4'; dieback.
36 Coast redwood 26 Yes 5 High Excellent form and health.
37 No tree
38 No tree
39 Monterey pine 20 Yes 3 Moderate Leans to E.; nice crown.
40 Coast redwood 12 No 4 High Good form and health.
41 Coast redwood 16 No 4 High Good form and health.
42 Coast redwood 13,5 Yes 1 High All but dead.
43 Coast redwood 15 -- 0 -- Dead.
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TREE SPECIES TRUNK HERITAGE CONDITION SUITABILITY COMMENTS
No. DIAMETER TREE? 1=Poor FOR

(inches) 5=Excellent PRESERVATION

Tree Assessment   5555 Sunol Boulevard
Pleasanton, CA
June 2013

44 Valley oak 12,12,10,9,8,7 No 4 High Multiple attachments at base; full crown.

45 Valley oak 17 No 4 High Multiple attachments at 6'; full crown.
46 Valley oak 10 No 4 High Trunk divides at 6'; good tree.
47 Valley oak 22 Yes 4 High Multiple attachments at 10'; minor 

dieback; full crown.
48 Valley oak 19 Yes 5 High Multiple attachments at 12'; full crown; 

good tree.
49 Coast live oak 10,8 No 3 Moderate Codominant at 5'; stems bow to outside 

canopy.
50 Coast live oak 8,6 No 3 Moderate Multiple stems twist around each other.

51 Coast live oak 12,9,8,3 No 4 High Multiple attachments at base; full crown.

52 Valley oak 9 No 3 Moderate Single trunk, narrow, thin crown.
53 Valley oak 6,3,1 No 3 Moderate Multiple attachments at 4'; narrow form.

54 Valley oak 13 No 4 High Trunk divides at 4'; interior deadwood/
55 Valley oak 6 No 2 Low Single trunk failed to E. and hung up in 

#53.
56 No tree
57 Coast redwood 15 No 5 High Excellent form and health.
58 Coast redwood 15 No 5 High Excellent form and health.
59 Coast redwood 12 No 4 High Good form and health.
60 Coast redwood 16 No 5 High Excellent form and health.
61 Coast redwood 15,8 No 4 High Good form and health; codominant at 4'.

62 Coast redwood 19 Yes 5 High Excellent form and health.
63 Coast redwood 16 Yes 5 High Excellent form and health.
64 Coast redwood 16 Yes 4 High Good form and health.
65 Coast redwood 13 Yes 4 High Good form and health; a bit thin.
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TREE SPECIES TRUNK HERITAGE CONDITION SUITABILITY COMMENTS
No. DIAMETER TREE? 1=Poor FOR

(inches) 5=Excellent PRESERVATION

Tree Assessment   5555 Sunol Boulevard
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66 Coast redwood 16 Yes 4 High Good form and health; a bit thin.
67 Coast redwood 17 Yes 4 High Good form; a bit thin.
68 No tree
69 No tree
70 Valley oak 6 No 3 Moderate Suppressed to N.
71 Valley oak 7 No 3 Moderate Codominant at 5'; crown to N.
72 Valley oak 9 No 4 Moderate High crown; crooked form.
73 Valley oak 7 No 3 Moderate Suppressed to E.
74 Valley oak 8 No 4 High One-sided to E.; nice crown.
75 Coast live oak 7 No 4 Moderate Suppressed by #47.
76 Valley oak 7 No 3 Moderate Crown to W.; narrow form.
77 Coast live oak 9 No 3 Moderate Multiple attachments at 6' with wide77 Coast live oak 9 No 3 Moderate Multiple attachments at 6  with wide 

attachment.
78 Valley oak 11 Yes 3 Moderate Codominant at 6' with narrow 

attachment and form.
79 Coast redwood 11 Yes 4 High Good form and health; a bit thin.
80 Coast redwood 10 Yes 3 Moderate Burned foliage.
81 Coast redwood 6 No 4 High Good form and health.
82 Coast redwood 11 No 5 High Excellent form and health; branches to 

ground.
83 Crape myrtle multi stems No 5 High Multiple attachments at base; nice 

speciman.
84 European white 

birch
13 No 3 Moderate Dieback in upper crown; good form; 

surface roots.
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