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Guiding Principles 
The Guiding Principles represent the City’s adopted policies and plans and frames the City’s 
legislative interests. The following documents may be found on the city’s website at 
www.cityofpleasantonca.gov or by clicking on links below. 
 

 Pleasanton City Council Priorities and Work Plan 

 Pleasanton Climate Action Plan 

 Pleasanton General Plan 2005-2025 

 Pleasanton Economic Development Strategic Plan 

 Pleasanton Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan 

 Pleasanton Human Services Needs Assessment Strategic Plan 

 Pleasanton Cultural Master Plan  

 Pleasanton Youth Master Plan 

 Pleasanton Parks and Recreation Master Plan  
 

Pleasanton’s Quality of Life  
The City supports legislation and policies that provide opportunities to protect and enhance our 
residents’ quality of life through active living, a healthy lifestyle and diverse recreational 
services. 

 
Safe and Secure Community 
The City supports legislation and policies that provides access to resources and services for 
residents, such as quality police, fire, emergency management, emergency medical services, 
services for vulnerable populations and community benefit efforts. 

 
Sustainable Development  
The City supports legislation and policies that enable sustainable development including long 
term fiscal health for the City, affordable housing, conserving natural resources, recycling, 
green building, reducing energy usage and emitting fewer air pollutants. 

 
Public Infrastructure 
The City supports legislation that will enable continued improvement and maintenance of the 

City’s public infrastructure. 

Environmental Awareness, Health, Land Use and Preservation Issue 
The City supports legislation and policies that provide for local control in determining land use 
and preservation issues. The orderly growth and development of the City together with the 
preservation of open-space is a high priority for the Pleasanton community. The City also 
supports legislation and policies that provide resources to enable environmental awareness 
and health in our community. 

http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/gov/depts/manager/performance.asp
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=24757
https://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/gov/depts/cd/planning/general.asp
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=23649
https://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/gov/depts/cd/traffic/plans_and_programs/pedestrian_and_bicycle_master_plan.asp
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=24608
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=24604
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=24610
http://www.cityofpleasantonca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=24609
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Fiscal Sustainability 
No Unfunded Mandates. The City supports legislation that aids recovery of City costs 
stemming from State and/or Federal mandates and opposes legislation that seeks to impose 
any requirement upon City that is not fully funded. 
 
Update Local Government Tax Structure. The City supports legislation and policies that reform 
the local government tax structure to respond to the growth in e-commerce, the shift in 
consumption of goods to the consumption of services, changing patterns of commerce and 
innovations in technology and remains consistent with existing constitutional protections for 
property, sales and local taxes.  
 
Fiscal Responsibility. The City supports legislation and policies that protect existing federal, 
state, and local funding sources that provide revenues to the City of Pleasanton. 
 

Effective and Cost-Efficient Government 
The City supports policies and legislation that supports Pleasanton’s fiduciary responsibility to 
our residents to ensure assets and resources are properly safeguarded and deployed in a 
prudent, efficient manner.   
  

Foster Economic Prosperity 
The City supports legislation and policies that provides funding for economic development that 
promotes: economic health and resilience, business development and communication, 
workforce development, small business entrepreneurship training and assistance, economic 
stimulus, innovation capacity, and planning and implementation of regional transportation 
projects.  

 
Protect Local Control 
The City supports legislation and policies that protects and ensures the City’s ability and 
authority to exercise local control, enable excellent public services and protect and enhance 
the quality of life for Pleasanton residents and businesses, and supports efforts to streamline 
regulations that simplify the City operations and opposes efforts to erode the City’s authority to 
control its own affairs. 
 

Strengthen Youth Programs, Services and Activities 
The City supports legislation and policies that furthers the City’s commitment to nurturing a 
safe, supportive community that is responsive to the full range of needs of all children, youth, 
and their families. In partnership with youth, we will provide the essential environment to 
stimulate the individual potential of each young person. 
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Goals 

 Advocate the City’s legislative interests at the federal, state, regional, and county levels 

 Inform and provide information to our legislators, city council and staff on the legislative 
process and key issues and legislation that could have a potential impact on the City 

 Serve as an active participant with other local governments, the League of California 
Cities, regional agencies, and local professional organizations on legislative/regulatory 
issues that are important to the City and our region 

 Seek grant and funding assistance for City projects, services, and programs 

 

Strategies 
 Communicate legislative positions on proposed federal, state, and county legislation, 

measures, initiatives, and governmental regulations 
o Work with City departments and our legislative advocates to develop positions on 

proposed legislative measures 
o Review positions and analysis by the League of California Cities, legislative 

advocates and other local government/professional associations in formulating 
the City’s position 

o The City will take positions only on proposals that clearly impact our City or are a 
threat to local control 

o Actively track key bills through the legislative process 
o Communicate the City’s position through correspondence, testimony, and in-

person meetings 
o Work cooperatively with other cities, associations and the League of California 

Cities on advocating the City’s legislative position 
o As necessary, participate in the drafting and amending of proposed measures 

that have the potential to significantly impact the City 
o Meet with legislators and their representatives, as well as other federal, state and 

county government officials on a regular basis, to discuss local government 
issues, proposed legislation, request for funding assistance, and City programs 
and services 
 

 Work collaboratively with Tri-Valley Cities to further The Tri-Valley Cities Legislative 
Framework. 
 

 Seek federal, state, regional, and county funding through earmarks, grants and other 
discretionary funding for City projects, services and programs 

o Annually identify City projects for potential submittal for federal funding 
consideration; develop a submittal packet for legislators that provides information 
and need for the projects 

o Provide information to City departments on potential grant funding opportunities 
and recognition programs 

o Advocate and request letters of support for City projects and grant applications or 
other resources that are being considered for federal, state and county funding 
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The Process 
City Council Legislative Subcommittee 
The Subcommittee consists of Mayor Jerry Thorne, Councilmember Jerry Pentin, City 
Manager Nelson Fialho, and Assistant to the City Manager Becky Hopkins. Meetings are 
agendized and open to the public.  
 
The City Council Legislative Subcommittee will meet to review and discuss the City’s 
Legislative Framework and pending/possible Legislation.   
 
Guiding Principles. The Guiding Principles are based upon the City Council’s established 
Priorities, Work Plan and several policy documents and plans,  such as the General Plan, 
Youth Master Plan and the Park and Recreation Master Plan; they provide an established 
framework for legislation, policies and regulations to be vetted from which a position may be 
developed.   
 
Goals. The goals provide a clear direction for how to advocate and communicate the 
Legislative Framework annually. 
 
Strategies. The strategies provide the action steps and process that staff will follow to ensure 
that the city’s Legislative Framework is communicated and addressed.  
 
Pending/Possible Legislation. Pending and possible legislation is reviewed and discussed to 
determine the benefit to the city and its residents.  A position is identified using the following 
definitions:  

 Support: Legislation that the City should support as drafted 

 Oppose: Legislation that the City should oppose as drafted 

 Oppose unless amended: Legislation the City opposes unless amended 
 
Once the Subcommittee reviews the Legislative Framework and legislation for the current 
year, it will forward a recommendation to the City Council for consideration and adoption. The 
Legislative Framework, once adopted by the City Council will remain in effect until amended. 

Oversight of the Legislative Framework 
Upon the Legislative Framework adoption, the City Manager’s Office will exercise day-to-day 
oversight of legislative matters.  In addition to coordinating formal action through the City 
Council, the City Manager and the Assistant to the City Manager will administer the city’s 
Legislative Platform. 

Responding to Legislative Proposals 
Upon the Legislative Framework adoption, the following process will be followed in response to 
legislative proposals:  

 Once a determination has been made that a legislative proposal may impact the City, a 
letter outlining the City’s position will be drafted for the Mayor’s or City Manager’s 
signature 
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 If a legislative proposal or regulation arises that is not addressed by the adopted 
Legislative Framework and it is determined that it may impact the City, a draft position 
letter will be prepared for the City Council to review 

 A copy of all legislative letters will be distributed routinely to the City Council. 
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Appendix 
 
 
 

 City of Pleasanton 2018 Legislative Focus Areas 

 2018 League of California Cities Strategic Goals 

 2018 League of California Cities Federal Priorities  
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Pleasanton Legislative Focus Areas 2018 

Fiscal Sustainability 

 Oppose local, regional, state or federal mandates that are unfunded or partially funded 

 Support effective options for cities to address unfunded pension liabilities that will 
ensure that cities remain financially stable and are able to provide services to their 
residents. 

 Support an update to the local government tax structure to respond to the new e-
commerce that ensure equity of sales tax allocation to cities 

 
Foster Economic Prosperity 

 Support efforts to secure funding for final phases of State Route 84 

 Support BART to ACE 
 
Pleasanton’s Infrastructure 
 Streets 

- Protect existing and support new funding directly to cities that plans for the 
preservation, maintenance, rehabilitation and development of local streets 
infrastructure 

  
 Water/Sewer 

- Support efforts to secure funding for regional recycled water project 
- Support efforts to secure funding to address water supply, sewer, storm water, flood 

control, development of new infrastructure. 
 Telecommunications 

- Local control over installation of telecommunication infrastructure 

 
Protect Local Control 

 Oppose legislation that preempts local authority 

 Support Local Control for cities in all aspects of planning and development of housing in 
their cities 
 

Safe and Secure Community 

 Support efforts to increase funding for homelessness prevention and services 

 Support efforts to secure funding for dental clinic and services for the underserved in 
Pleasanton and the Tri-Valley 

 Support efforts to secure additional funding for mental health services for Pleasanton 
and the Tri-Valley 
 

Sustainable Development 
 Support efforts to increase funding for affordable housing 
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Pleasanton Legislative Focus Areas 2018 

Regional Collaboration 
 Support efforts to collaborate with regional partners on legislative issues where there is 

alignment with the City’s Legislative Framework.  For example, regional partners may 
include Pleasanton Unified School District, Livermore Amador Valley Transit Authority, 
Zone 7, East Bay Regional Park District, StopWaste, Alameda County, etc. 
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2018 Strategic Goals 

Address Public Safety Concerns of California Cities.  

 Address public safety concerns arising from recently enacted reduced sentencing laws. 

 Protect local funding and authority in the implementation of the Adult Use of Marijuana 
Act. 

 Continue to preserve city rights to deliver emergency medical services (Health and 
Safety Code 1797.201).  

 Seek additional tools and resources to address critical community challenges such as 
homelessness, mental health, domestic violence, drug rehabilitation, ex-offender 
reentry, and human trafficking. 

 
Ensure Sustainability of Public Pension and Retirement Health Benefits.  

 Consistent with the League’s adopted pension sustainability principles, work with 
affected stakeholders, employees, CalPERS, legislators and the Governor to achieve 
meaningful options for cities to address growing unfunded pension liabilities that will 
ensure cities remain solvent and provide services to residents while continuing to offer 
employees meaningful and sustainable pension and health benefits. 

 
Protect Existing Transportation Funding for Local Priorities.  

 Protect existing transportation funding for local priorities and oppose efforts that would 
reduce or eliminate funding for cities. 

 
Improve Housing Affordability and Support Additional Resources to Address the 
Homelessness Crisis.  

 Increase state and federal financial support and provide additional local incentives and 
tools to improve housing affordability and develop more workforce and affordable 
housing.  

 Support additional resources and tools to address the homelessness crisis and advance 
the recommendations of the CSAC-League Homelessness Task Force. 
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2018 Federal Priorities 
 
Balanced Approach to Appropriations  
The League urges Congress to adopt a bipartisan and balanced approach to appropriations 
that also minimizes domestic spending cuts.  
 
Direct Investment in Infrastructure  
There is bipartisan consensus that there is significant need for infrastructure investment across 
the country. The League urges Congress to support direct investments in local infrastructure 
that strengthen, maintain, and preserve our aging roads, transit systems, bridges, freight, 
water, and broadband systems. Congress and the Administration should continue to support 
programs, including TIFIA, WIFIA, and the Capital Investment Grants program, which have a 
proven track record of success delivering critically needed infrastructure projects in cities 
throughout California. 
  
Support Affordable Housing, Community and Economic Development  
Affordable housing is critical to California cities’ community and economic development. The 
League asks Congress to support programs like HOME, which provides flexible funding, as 
well as grants, loans and loan guarantees to provide and preserve affordable owner-occupied 
and rental housing. The League also urges Congress to pass legislation to expand the Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit program by 50 percent and to create incentives to target housing 
for extremely low-income or homeless families. 
 
Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) provide critical funding for community 
development projects in California cities. The League urges Congress to fund the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) program at its highest level and to support flexibility in the 
CDBG state program to enhance the use of the program by California’s 314 non-entitlement 
cities (cities under 50,000).  
 
Prevent and Reduce Homelessness  
California cities are especially concerned with a growing homeless population of more than 
118,000 men, women and children – some 78,000 of whom were found unsheltered during the 
January 2016 point-in-time count. Cities are working hard to confront this complex issue but 
often lack the resources to bolster effective programs like coordinated placement, rapid 
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rehousing and housing-first programs. Studies show that housing and assisting formerly 
homeless individuals cost taxpayers a fraction as much as providing services to those living on 
the streets, and housing-first policies shown in the placement of homeless veterans a proven 
success. The League urges Congress to support investments in mental health services, 
permanent supportive housing, rapid re-housing and housing stabilization programs, and drug 
treatment, as well as first-responder training. Equally important are investments in preventive 
efforts, like job training and education.  
 
Improve Rail Safety  
The continued increase in the transport of crude oil by rail, combined with recent rail accidents 
involving oil spills and resulting fires, has served to heighten concerns about rail safety among 
many of our member cities. The League urges Congress and the Administration to adopt rail 
safety improvements such as electronically controlled brake controls and to expedite the 
provision of real-time information to first responders. In addition, rail tank cars that no longer 
meet safety standards must be phased-out as soon as possible. 
 
Recognize Voter-Approved Marijuana Laws and Address Banking Challenges of 
Marijuana Industry  
A growing number of states, including California, have voter-approved measures legalizing 
recreational and medical marijuana. The Federal government must respect the constitutional 
authority of states to regulate commerce within their own borders. Federal funds should not be 
used to prevent California from implementing our own laws that authorize the use, distribution, 
possession, or cultivation of marijuana on non-Federal lands within our state. Further, there is 
a growing public safety threat to our communities and businesses because the marijuana 
industry is forced to operate on an all-cash basis. The League urges the Congress to make the 
required changes in federal law to allow lawful marijuana businesses access to the banking 
industry.  
 
Preserving Local Control Over Installation of Telecommunications Infrastructure  
With the rapidly growing and evolving technology of telecommunications, cities have a public 
duty to protect the public rights-of-way and residents from potentially intrusive 
telecommunications infrastructure. Cities strive to protect the structural integrity of their 
infrastructure assets, while working with industry to make the latest technology available to 
residents and preserving the aesthetic quality and cultures of their communities. The League 
urges Congress and the Administration to support local government control over the 
installation of telecommunications infrastructure. 
Increase Federal Aviation Administration Coordination with Cities  
Cities are concerned with several issues that are under review in the Federal Aviation 
Administration authorization. The League urges Congress and the Administration to work 
closely with cities on critical issues within the Federal Aviation Administration, including:  

 Oppose efforts to federally pre-empt local regulations concerning drone operations;  

 Provide more flexibility for proceeds of state and local taxes collected from aviation fuel 
sales;  

 Require advance community notification of flight path changes and provide 
opportunities for community input.  
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Enact Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Like the National League of Cities and many others across our nation, the League urges 
Congress to address the nation’s broken immigration system with a comprehensive approach 
that not only addresses equitable enforcement but also incorporates thoughtful, sensitive and 
bipartisan solutions to address the pending expiration of the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) Program, and the realities associated with millions of families, students and 
workers living in California and throughout the country.  
 
Invest in Public Safety and Disaster Preparedness  
To strengthen California’s homeland security, emergency preparedness and crime-fighting 
efforts, the League urges Congress to maintain federal investment in resources critical to 
enabling local law enforcement to adequately provide public safety. Specifically, the League 
supports full funding for the Byrne/Justice Assistance Grants (JAG) program, the Community 
Oriented Policing Services (COPS) program, the Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency 
Response (SAFER), the Assistance to Firefighters grant programs and for disaster 
preparedness, prevention, recovery, and response for all-hazard threats.  
 
Maintain Energy Efficient and Resource Conservation Strategies  
The League urges Congress to provide federal resources to assist regional and local 
governments in developing and implementing energy efficiency and conservation strategies 
and ensure that local governments can continue, and not be preempted in, their efforts to 
achieve economic improvements through increased energy efficiency and conservation plans 
that seek to decrease carbon emissions 


